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FastReport contains the visual report designer, which can be called from the

"Start" menu («Start»-> «Programs»-> «FastReports» -> «FastReport Studio» ->
«FastReport Designer». The designer provides the user with all the tools for designing a
report’s appearance, along with the ability of simultaneous previewing. Designer’s
interface meets up-to-date requirements. It contains several toolbars, which can be docked
wherever you want. The information about bar’s location, along with all other designer
settings is stored in a ini-file, if one is assigned, or in the registry, and is restored each
time you launch the designer.

L Faatitepart - 1.063
B [t Beport Vew el

o BRI B s - B & S M ol ke 5 s H OB D
AN MM DCoO00 Q00 BF=

DEFRBR WEE a6 4 B -
rn - BSE HAFP B

Yoo siyle = Trawd
Code  Pogel

B
T
<
]
=5 | " - - . e e
) | :l:urllpﬂm' " = Address Cantact FPlone F = add
ah| d - . — = = = = ey
B ke
! =
= B Conarbey
E - % rere
év ™ | [Custamens g pany”] JCustomers."Addri™] ICustomers. "Contset”] |Customers "Fh [0 2 T’:’:“‘
7| i B Contact
#
E| - B Lt bevvice Diske
) -
43; ™ | Pagelooter; ) I
5 - - Fage [Pa
)
-
Dnatacial t astigred) = | -
Dicription
TnplarPormat -
ExpressonDsin[,] B
FlowTo
Fork TPk} =
<IFrame [ TiraFrame) -
gt 2 -
Gag i i
rar haleft B
Hight 0,53 :l =
Lirks the obiject bo the dataiet that ™ py
containg the Feld i represants . | Creste fieid
a* | Ll I~ Crestn coption
x — Fa X
Jertmters 0,20; 0,20 501 4.80; 0,50 Mema: Comours

In the picture, denoted with numbers:
1 — report design work space;
2 —menu bar;
3 —toolbars;
4 — object's toolbar;
5 — report pages’ tabs;
6 — “Report tree” window;
7 — “Object inspector” window;
8 — “Data tree” window. You can drag elements to a report page from this window;
9 — rulers. When dragging a ruler to a report page, the guide line (which objects can be
adhered to) appears;
10 - status line.
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1.1  Control keys

Keys Description
Ctrl+O “File|Open...” menu command
Ctrl+S “File|Save” menu command
Ctrl+P “File|Preview” menu command
Ctrl+z “Edit|lUndo”menu command
Ctrl+C “Edit|/Copy” menu command
Ctrl+V “Edit|Paste” menu command
Ctrl+X “Edit|Cut” menu command
Ctrl+A “Edit|Select all” menu command
Arrow Move between objects
Del Delete of the selected objects
Enter Call the editor of the selected object
Shift+arrows | Modify sizes of the selected objects
Ctrl+arrows | Move the selected objects
Alt+arrows ;’_he s_elected object is adhered to the nearest one in the specified
irection.

1.2 Mouse control

Operation Description

Left button Selecting an object; pasting a new object; moving and
resizing objects. For the selected objects, you can perform
zooming in and out by dragging the red square in the left
bottom corner of the selected objects’ group.

Right button Selected object's contextual menu.

Double-click Object editor call. Double-clicking on the white space of a
page calls the “Page Settings” dialogue box.

Mouse wheel Scrolling a report page.

Shift + left button Toggle object's selection.
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Ctrl + right button If you hold the left mouse button during moving a mouse, a
frame appears. As soon as you release the mouse button, all
the objects captured in the frame would be selected. This
operation can also be performed by clicking on the blank
space on the page, and moving the mouse cursor to the
required position.

Alt + left button If the “Text” object is selected, it edits its contents in place.

1.3 Toolbars

1.3.1 Designer mode bar

The bar is integrated with the object bar and has the following buttons:

Icon Name Description
s Object selecting | A standard mode of operation, in which a cursor
allows to select objects, modify their sizes, etc.
a Hand Clicking on this icon allows dragging a report page.
& Zoom Clicking on the left button doubles the zoom (adds

100%), while clicking the right one zooms out by
100%. When holding the left mouse button while
dragging, the selected area would be zoomed.

T Text editor Clicking on the “Text” object allows editing its
contents right on the report page. If you hold the
left mouse button when moving the cursor, the
“Text” object appears in the selected place, and
then its editor launches.

< Format copying |The button becomes enabled when the “Text”
object is selected. When clicking on the “Text”
object with the left button, it copies formatting,
which has the previously selected “Text” object,
into the object.
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1.3.2 “Standard”

toolbar

Standard

O @ "M% ¥4 A £ BEES oo | #8EH e -
Icon Name Description
(] New report Creates a new blank report.
= Open report Opens an existing report from the file. Hotkeys
combination — “Ctrl+0O.”
= Save report Saves a report into the file.
Hotkeys combination — “Ctrl+S.”
Preview Performs report constructing and its previewing.
[& Hotkeys combination — “Ctrl+P.”
= New page Adds a new page into the report.
A New dialogue form | Adds a new dialogue form into the report.
= Delete page Deletes the current page.
¥ Page properties | Calls a dialogue with page properties.
2 Variables Calls the report variable’s editor.
& Cut Cuts the selected objects into the clipboard.
Hotkeys combination — “Ctrl+X.”
Copy Copies the selected objects into the clipboard.
Hotkeys combination — “Ctrl+C.”
Paste Pastes objects from the clipboard.

Hotkeys combination — “Ctrl+V.”

Formatting pattern

Sets the “Text” object’s formatting pattern. Select
the “Text” object and click on this button. All the
following pasted “Text” objects will have the same
formatting as specified in the pattern. To reset
formatting settings, click on blank space of the
page and click on this button.

Cancel

Undo the last operation.
Hotkeys combination — “Ctrl+Z.”

Repeat

Redo the last cancelled operation.
Hotkeys combination — “Ctrl+Y.”

Show grid

Shows the grid on the page. Grid pitch can be set in
designer options.

© 1998-2006 FastReports Inc.
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1.3.3

T Grid alignment | During dragging or during modifying object sizes,
the coordinates/sizes are modified step-wise,
according to grid pitch.

H Locate in grid Modifies sizes/location of the selected objects so

crosspoints

that they would be located at grid crosspoints.

Zoom

Sets the zoom.

“Text” toolbar

Na style -~ T avial 5 -~ B I U BAL® ====|/Im
Icon Name Description
No style Style Allows to select a style. To define the style list, call
the “Report|Styles...” menu item.
Arial Font Allows to select font name from the drop-down list.
Stores last five fonts previously used.
8 Font size Allows to select font size from the drop-down list.
Size can also be entered manually.
B Bold Enables/disables font bolding.
I Italic Enables/disables italics.
u Underline Enables/disables font underlining.
Tt Font Displays Font settings dialog.
A Font color Selects font color from the drop-down list.
& Highlighting Shows the dialogue with highlighting attributes for the
selected “Text” object.
ab Text rotation Allows to select text rotation.

Left alignment

Enables text left alignment.

Center alignment

Enables text center alignment.

Right alignment

Enables text right alignment..

Justify by width

Enables text justifying by width.

Top alignment

Enables text top alignment..

Height alignment

Enables text height alignment..
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Bottom alignment

Enables text bottom alignment.

1.3.4 “Frame” toolbar

Icon Description Description

- Top line Enables/disables top frame line.

L Bottom line | Enables/disables bottom frame line.

[ Left line Enables/disables left frame line.

L Right line Enables/disables right frame line.

O All lines Enables all frame lines.

- No lines Disables all frame lines.

- Shadow Enables/disables shadow.

e Background color | Selects background color from the drop-down list.

') Line color Selects line color from the drop-down list.

= Line style Selects line style from the drop-down list.

2 Line width Selects line width from the drop-down list.
1.3.5 *“Align” toolbar

Icon Description

I= Align left edges.

= Center across.

=l Align by right edges.

ot Align top edges.

o} Justify vertically.
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ot Align bottom edges.
ofe Justify by width.

= Justify by height.
=

Center across in window.

i Center vertically in window.
= Set the same width as in the first selected object
o, Set the same height as in the first selected object

1.4  Designer options

Set the designer options via the “View|Options..." menu command.

Designer Options EI
Grid
Tvpe Size
{* Centimeters: 0,1 cm v Show grid
= Inches: 0l i [ align ko Grid
™ Pixels: |2—pt

Dialog Form: 4 pk
Fonts

Zode window Coutier Mew - Size (10 -
Memo editor Arial - Size (10 -

v Use object's Font settings

Calars

workspace | | |

Tool windows | | |

[v LCD arid calor

Other

[~ Show editor after insert
[v Show band captions

[~ Show drop-down fields list

[ Free bands placement

Gap between bands: 16 pt

Restare defaulks ‘ Zancel |

Here you can set the desired units (centimeters, inches, pixels), and specify grid
step for each unit. Tip: You can also switch units in the designer by double-clicking on the
left part of the status line where the current units are displayed.
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1.5

You can also specify whether grid should be displayed, and align to grid. This can
be done by buttons in the “Standard” toolbar of the designer as well.

You can set a font for the code editor window and for the “Text” object editor. If
the “Use object's font settings” option is enabled, the font in the text editor window would
correspond with the font of the object being edited.

The default white background of the designer and service windows can be
modified by the “Workspace” and the “Tool windows” buttons.

The “LCD grid color” option increases contrast of the grid lines a little, and it
improves their visibility on LCD monitors.

The “Show editor after insert” option controls what happens when new objects are
inserted. If the option is enabled, its editor will be displayed each time an object is
inserted. When creating a large number of blank objects, it is recommended to disable the
option.

Disabling the “Show band captions” option, you can disable bands’ captions in
order to save some place in a page. At that, the band’s captions would be written inside of
it.

The “Show drop-down list of fields” option stops the drop-down list from
displaying when pointing with the mouse to a “Text” object which is connected to data
fields. This may be necessary if there are many narrow text objects in a band

The “Free band placement” option disables snapping of bands to the page. This
option is disabled by default and bands are automatically grouped in page according to
their function. A gap between bands can be set in the “Gap between bands” field.

Report settings

A window with report parameters is available from the “Report|Options...” menu.
A dialogue has two pages:

© 1998-2006 FastReports Inc.
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General lDescription] General Description l

Printer settings Description

Mame |

4 Samsung ML-1250/ML-250

G4 Microsoft OFfice Document Image Writer
(3 HF LaserJet 4000 Series PCL & Description
4 HP LaserJet 2200 Series PCL
55 HP Desklat 640C 642C 6480

(3 igeneric PoskScripk Printer Picture Erowse
4 FinePrint

Author |

Demonstrates how bo create simple list report,

Copies 1 [v Collate copies

General
|v Double pass Wersion

[v Print if empty Password Major |12 Minar 13 Release 1 Ewild 1

Created 07.09,2003 23:53:22 Modified 25.03,2005 16:47:35

Cancel | Cancel |

You can tie a report to one of the printers installed in the system. This means that
report printing will be performed by the selected printer by default. This might be useful
in case when there are several different printers in the system; e.g. text documents can be
tied with monochrome printer, while documents with graphics - to the color one. There is
the “Default printer” item in the list of printers. When this item is selected, the report will
not be tied with any printer, and therefore printing will be performed by a printer, which is
set as the default one.

You can also set number of report copies to be printed and specify, whether it is
necessary to perform collation. The values, which a user sets in this dialogue, would be
displayed in the “Print” window.

If the “Double pass” flag is selected, report’s formation will be performed in two
steps. During the first pass, a report is formed, and is divided into pages, but the result is
not saved anywhere. In the second pass a standard report formation with saving a result in
the stream is performed.

Why two passes are necessary? Most often, this option is used in cases when in a
report there is a need for the total number of pages in it, i.e. the information of the “Page
1 of 15” type. The total number of pages is calculated during the first pass and is available
via the “TOTALPAGES” system variable. The most frequent mistake is an attempt to use
this variable in a single-pass report; in this case it returns “0.”

Another use is to perform any calculations in the first pass and display the results
in the second pass. For example, when it is required to display a sum in the group header,
which usually is calculated and displayed in the group footer. Calculations of this type are
accomplished by writing report script code in the OnBeforePrint event of an object.

The “Print if empty” flag allows construction of a report, which contains no data
lines. If this option is disabled, blank reports would not be constructed.

© 1998-2006 FastReports Inc.
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The “Password” field enables setting of a password which must be entered before
opening a report.

Controls in the second page of the dialogue allows you to set report’s description
properties..

1.6 Page options

Page’s parameters are available via either the “File|Page settings...” menu, or by
double-clicking on page blank space. The dialogue has two pages:

Paper ]Other nptions] Paper  Other options ]
Size Colurmins
|,:\4 ﬂ Mumber 1 j‘
width 21 o ‘Wideh 21 I
Height  [z9,70 om Positions 0
Qrientation
{+ Portrait =
" Land
andscape Other

Margins [v Print to previous page
Left 050 cm Right 0,50  €m [ Mirrar margins
Top 0,50 o Eaktam 0,50 om [ Large height in design mode

Duplex Mo -
Paper Source J
First page |DeFauIt j
Other pages |Default |

Cancel | Cancel |

On the first dialogue page, you can select size and alignment of paper, as well as
set margins. In “Paper source” drop-down lists you can select a printer tray for the first
page and the rest of the report pages.

You can set the number of columns for multi-column reports’ printing. The current
settings are displayed in the designer.

The “Print to previous page” flag allows you to print pages, beginning from blank
space of the previous page. This option can be used in case when a report template
consists of several pages or when printing batch (composite) reports.

The “Mirror margins” option switches right and left margins of page for even
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pages during previewing or printing a report.

The “Large height in design mode” option increases page’s height several times
more. This feature can be useful if many bands are located in the page, and must be used
when working with the overlay band. This only effects the page height in design mode..

© 1998-2006 FastReports Inc.
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2.1

In this chapter we will observe features of the FastReport main components and
objects, which constitute the basis of such reports, as text and band objects. One will learn
about how to build simple reports, containing data from DB tables.

Report objects

A blank report in FastReport is presented as a paper page. At any place on the
page, a user is able to add objects, which can display different information (such as text
and/or graphics), as well as to define report’s appearance. Let us describe briefly the
assignment of the FastReport objects, which are included in the standard package:

- =
== - “Band” object allows creation on a design page, of an area which has definite
behaviour; according to it’s type.

ab| _ «Text” object displays one or several text lines within the rectangular area;

mmd| _ “Picture” object displays a graphic file in “BMP,” “JPEG,” “ICO,” “WMF,” or
“EMF” format;

£ . “Line” object displays a horizontal or a vertical line;

£z “System text” object displays service information (date, time, page number, etc), as
well as aggregate values;

= “Subreport” object allows inserting an additional report design page inside the basic
one;

o]
AJ - the objects of “Draw” category represent different geometrical figures (diagonal line,
rectangle, rounded rectangle, ellipse, triangle, and diamond);

& _“Chart” object displays data in the form of charts of different kinds (circle chart,
histogram, and so on);

2] . “RichText” object displays a formatted text in Rich Text Format (RTF);
- “CheckBox” object displays a checkbox with either a check or a cross;

- “Barcode” object displays data in the form of barcode (many different types of
barcodes are available);

OLE| _«QLE” object is able to display any object using OLE technology.

The basic objects you most likely need to work with are the “Band” and “Text”
objects. You will learn about their capabilities in detail further in this chapter.
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2.2  “Hello, World!” report example

The report will contain one inscription only (“Hello, World!”). Open the report
designer. After that, click the “Text” button in the "Objects" designer panel. Move the
mouse cursor to the desired place on the page, and click again. The object has been
inserted.

Hella World!

The text editor window will be displayed right away; if it does not appear (this can
be set in the designer settings), then doubleclick the object. Enter the “Hello, World!” text,
and then click the “OK” button.

Hello Wharld!

The report is created. To preview it, either select the "File|Preview" menu item, or
click the corresponding button in the toolbar. The preview window containing a report
page with the “Hello, World!” text will appear. This report can be printed out, saved to a
file (*.fp3), or exported to one of the supported export formats.

Let’s modify our first report a little. Let the text (“Hello, World!”") be displayed in
bold letters with yellow background and a frame. Also let us make the current date be
displayed next to the text.

Once again, open FastReport’s designer, and select the text object using the
mouse. Note that some buttons on toolbars become active. Find the “Bold” button in the
“Text” toolbar, and click on it. To enable the frame, click on “All frame lines”. If

necessary, some frame lines can be disabled by using = puttons. A

user can set line color, its width, and style if necessary. We find the “Fill color” ke
button and select yellow from the dropped list.

The easiest way to display a date is to use the “System text” object. We add it to
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2.3

the page in exactly the same way we added the first object. Then we select “System
variable” in the editor window and “[DATE]” in the dropped list below.

System Memo E|
{+  System wvariable
=l
" Aggregate valle
Funckion | j
Data band | j
DataSet | j
DataField | j
Expression | E
[ Count invisible bands
[ Running total
" Text
Ik Cancel

Close the editor by pressing the “OK” button, and start the report to see the result.

Hello World! 26.01.04

The “Text” object

The “Text” object has many features. Now we already know that it allows you to
display text, a frame, and fill color. The text can be displayed using any font of any size
and style. All the parameters can be set visually, with the help of the toolbars:
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Here are some examples of text design:

Test Test T Test E-T-e-sf ----- .E
Test 1 r'|',E. st 7 Test

Now let’s look at other features of this basic object. As an example, let us create a
new text object and put two lines into it:

This is a very, very, very long text line.
And this is another line, the shorter one.

Let us enable the object frame, and then resize the object up to 9x3 cm with the
help of the mouse. We see that the object can display not only a single line of text, but
several lines as well. Now let us reduce the object width up to 5cm. It is obvious that long
lines did not find room in the object and therefore were wrapped. This happens due to the
“WordWrap” object property. If it is disabled (either in inspector or in the object context
menu), the long lines will be simply cut off.

Now let’s check how the text alignment inside the object works. Alignment
buttons are located in the “Text” toolbar and allows one to set horizontal or vertical text
alignment. Pay attention to the “Block Align” button; this button let’s you align the
paragraph on both object edges. To do this, the “WordWrap” property option must be
enabled.
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This is avery, very, very long This is avery, very, very lang This is avery, very, very long

text linge. text ling. text ling,
And this is another line, the And this is another line, the And this is another line, the
shorter one. shorter one. shorter one.

This is a wery, very, very long

text ling. I
And this s another line, the This is a very, very, very long
text line. ),
shyarore. And this is another line, the This is a very, very, very long
: text line.
shaorter one. o) i
And this is another line, the
shorer one.

All the text in the memo can be rotated at any angle within the limit of 0.. 360

degrees. The % button in the “Text” toolbar allows you to quickly rotate the text at 45,
90, 180 and 270 degrees. If you wish to rotate the text at any other value, use the object
inspector. The “Rotation” property sets the required angle. When rotating a text, setting
values other than 90, 180, 270 the text can exceed bounds of the object, as in our case (see
the picture below). Let us increase object height a little, so that the text would fit the

object.
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Let us briefly examine some other “Text” object properties, which influence its
appearance. Most of these properties are available in the object inspector only:

- BrushStyle — type of object filling;

- CharSpacing — space between symbols in pixels;
- GapX, GapY - text indents from object’s left and top boundaries (in pixels);
- LineSpacing — space between lines (in pixels);
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2.5

- ParagraphGap — the first paragraph line indent (in pixels).

HTML-tags in the “Text” object

Yes, this object does understand some simple HTML tags. Tags can be located
inside the text of an object. Tags are disabled by default; to enable them, either select the
“Allow HTML tags” item in the object context menu, or enable the “AllowHTMLTags”
property in the object inspector. Here is the list of supported tags:

<b> - bold text

<i> - text in italic

<u> - underlined text
<sub> - subscript

<sup> - superscript
<font color> - font color

Notice that not too many tags are supported, but it is rather enough for the majority
of applications. It is impossible to modify font size and name; otherwise the text-rendering
unit in FastReport would become very complex.

The following examples demonstrate how these tags can be used.

text <b>bold text</b> <i>text in italic</i> <b><i>bold and in italic</b></i>
E = mc<sup>2</sup>

A<sub>1</sub> = B<sup>2</sup>

this is a usual text, <font color=red>and this is a red one</font>

this is a usual text, <font color="#FF8030">and this is an orange one</font>

text bold text texd /n italic bold and in italic
E = mc?

Ay = B

thisis a usual text, and this is a red one

this is a usual text,

L -

Displaying expressions with the help of the “Text” object

One of the most important features of this universal object is it’s ability to display
not only a static text, but expressions as well. Expressions can be located in the object
together with text. Let us examine a simple example of how it can be performed.

In the previous section, we have already made a report, which printed the “Hello,
World” line and displayed a current date. To perform that, we had to allocate two objects
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in the report. One of them contained a greeting text, while the other one contained the
“DATE” system variable. However, we can display both text and a date, we can use one
“Text” object only. To accomplish this, we would need to put a line into the object, and
this would look something like follows:

Hello, World! Today is [DATE].
Thus, when running the report, we can get something like follows:
Hello, World! Today is 01.01.2004.

What lead to such result? During FastReport report building, it an expression
enclosed in square brackets is encountered, the engine calculates it’s value and inserts the
value into the text (in place of the expression ). The “Text” object can contain any number
of expressions, together with a usual text. Both single variables and expressions can be
enclosed in brackets (for example, [1+2*(3+4)]). Any constants, variables, functions, and
DB fields can be used in expressions. We will learn more about these features later, in the
chapter.

FastReport automatically recognizes expressions enclosed in square brackets in the
text. But what should be done if our object contains square brackets, and we do not want
them to be considered as expressions? For example, if we need to display such text as
following:

a[l] :=10
FastReport considers [1] as an expression, and displays the following:
al:=10
that is not what we want, of course. One of the ways to avoid such a situation is to disable
the expression. Just disable the “AllowExpressions” property (“Allow Expressions” in the

context menu), therefore all the expressions in the text will be ignored. In our example,
FastReport would then display exactly what we need:

a[l] :=10

Sometimes text is required to contain both an expression and a text in square
brackets, for example:

a[l] := [myVar]

Disabling of an expression allows us to display square brackets in the required
place, but it also disables handling of expression. In this case, FastReport allows you to
use another set of symbols to designate the expression. The “ExpressionDelimiters”
property, which is equal to “[,]” by default, is responsible for it. In this case, the user can
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use angular brackets for the expressions, instead of square ones:
a[l] := <myVar>

The “<,>” value must be set in the “ExpressionDelimiters” property. As you can
see, the comma divides opening and closing symbols. There is one limitation however: the
opening and closing symbols cannot be similar, so “%,%” will not work. One can set
several symbols, for example “<%,%>" Thus, our example will look as follows:

a[1] := <%myVar%>

2.6 Bands in FastReport

Bands are used for logically placing the objects it contains at a location on the
output page. When placing an object in a band, such as “Page Header,” we tell the report
engine that the given object must be displayed at the top of each page of a finished report.
Similarly, the “Page Footer” band is displayed at the bottom of each page together with all
the objects it contains. Let us demonstrate it with an example. We’ll create a report, which
contains the “Hello!” text at the top of the page, a current date to the right of it, and a page
number at the foot of the page (to the right).

Open the FastReport designer and click the “New report” button in the toolbar.
You will see a report template, which already contains three bands: “Report title,”
“Master data,” and “Page footer.” Let us remove the “Master data” band for a while (to do
that, click either on any free space inside the band, or on its header, and then remove it by
pressing the “delete” key or using the corresponding section in the context menu). Now let
us add a new band (“Page header”). To perform this, click the “Add band” button and
select “Page header” from the drop down list. We see that a new band is added to the
page. At the same time, the existing bands were moved down. FastReport designer
automatically positions bands on the page, and, as a result, header-bands are positioned on
the top, data-bands are in the middle, and footer-bands are at the bottom.

Now let’s add some objects. Add a “System text” object in the “Page header” band
and select “System variable” in its editor “[DATE]” (you should remember that the date
can be displayed in a “Text” object by typing “[DATE]” in its editor). We add a “Text”
object, which will contain the “Hello!” text in the “Report title” band. Note you can see,
the text object, which displays page number, is already added to the “Pagefooter” band.
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ReportTitle: ReportTitlel

r l
Hellol
L

PageHeader: PageHeader1

TDATE]

PageFooter: PageFooter

[F'age#I

When running the report, you will see that the objects in the finished report are
allocated on the page in the appropriate position.

Hello!

270104

Thus, bands are responsible for object positioning in required places. Depending
on band type, we can add objects either at the top or at the bottom of the page, on the first

page, or on the last one. The basic bands, which we would need in most reports, work in
the following way:
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- “Page header” band is displayed at the very top of each page;

- “Page footer” band is displayed at the very bottom of each page;

- “Report title” band is displayed at the top of the first page, but below the “Page header”
band (depending upon the “TitleBeforeHeader” page property assigned in the object
inspector);

- “Report summary” band is displayed at the very end of a report, at white space.

Databands

Now, we are about to learn how to print the data from DB tables or queries. What
is considered a table in such case? It is a required number of lines (records/rows), each of
which has a certain number of columns (fields). To print information of this kind,
FastReport uses a special type of band (databands). These are bands with names of “xxx
data level” type. To print a whole table or some of its fields, you must add these band(s) to
the report, connect it to the table, and add to it the objects with the fields you want to be
printed out. When FastReport builds these bands, they will be printed on the output page
as many times, as there are records in the table. If there is no free space left on the output
page, new output pages will be formed as needed by the report engine

Connecting to the database

FastReport uses the Microsoft ADO technology to connect to the data. You can
use any database which has the ODBC driver. To set up the connection, go "View]|
Connections..." menu item:

Connections E'
Marme Connection string Mew
|FR Demo Base |Pru:wider=Miu:ru:usu:uFt.Jet.OLEDE.4.D;Data Suurce=E:'l,Pngre|m

Delete

Ik

el

Cancel

By default there is one connection to the FastReport demo database. You can
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create a new connection or edit an existing one. To edit the connection, press the "..."
button at the right side of the connection string.

To access a database in the report, you should select it. To do this, click the
"Report|Data..." menu item and select the desired connection:

Connections §|

LdfFR. Demo Base

[ o [ coeel |

2.9 “Customer List” report

Our second report will be much more complicated than the first one (it will contain
DB table data, a list of clients of a firm). To perform this, let us use the demonstration
database demo.mdb, which is included in the FastReport Studio distribution kit. Create
new report. Go "Report|Data..."” menu item and select the "FR Demo Base" connection
(remember you have to do this every time when you create a new report!). Put the
"ADO Table" component to the page:

)

ADD Database

|§ a0 Table
@ A0 Query

0L
r

and set its properties:
TableName = 'Customer’
Now the table and all its fields become visible in the “Data” service pane window.

Now let’s create the report. First, add a “Text” object with the “List of clients”
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text to the “Report title” band. Next, we connect the “Master data” band to our dataset.
This can done in one of three ways:

- double-click on the band;
- select the “Edit...” item in the band contextual menu;
- click on the “DataSet” property in the object inspector.

Now we will place four text objects (which will display a client’s number, a
customer name, phone and fax fields of the dataset) on the band. Let us do it in several
different ways in order to demonstrate the features of the FastReport designer. Put the first
“Text” object on the band and enter "[ADOTablel."CustNo"]", into it. This is the most
inconvenient way, since the link has to be entered manually, and there is a possibility of
entering the text incorrectly. To insert the field links into the text object easier, we can use
the expression designer (its button is located in the toolbar of the “Text” object’s editor
window click it and the data dialog window will appear.). To insert our field, double-click
on the required field in the dialogue. Then click the “OK” button, toe close the dialogue
and see the field inserted into the text.

The second way of adding the DB field into the text object is by setting properties
with the object inspector. Put a second “Text” object to the band, without writing anything
in the editor. We’ll set it’s properties using the inspector:

DataSet = ADOTablel
DataField = 'Company’

Since both of the properties are presented as a list, we only need to select the
desired value using the mouse.

The third way is to “drag and drop” the required field from the “Data” service
window into the report. It is the simplest and easiest way. Before doing this we should
disable the “Create header” flag at the bottom of the “Data” window (otherwise we will
create a second ‘Text” object, containing the field title, in addition to the desired field).
Using the mouse select the “Phone” field, and then drag it to the band.

The fourth way. Requires the designer option ("View|Options...", “Show
drop-down list of fields” flag be set and the band connected to dataset. ). Place a blank
“Text” object on the band, and then move the cursor to the object. In the right part of the
object you will see the image of a button with the down arrow (as in opening lists). This is
the DB fields’ opening list. Click the button and select the ”FAX” field in the list.
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10 ®tDEDatazet!."F. v!

EL Custho
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—| Bk State

B Zip

ES Counkry
ES Phone

Y

Our report design is finished:

ReportTitle: ReportTitlel

Customer list

[ftiDBDataSe  frDBDataset]. "Company”

I_frDEIDa’[aSeH."

a4

Pth

I]‘rDEIDa‘[aSeﬂ ."FA}{J

PageFooter: PageFooterl

[Page#]

Click on the “Preview” button to see the result.
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Customer list
122 kauai Dive Shoppe §058-555-0269 §058-555-0273
1231 Lhisco 809-555-3914 §09-555-4955
1351 Sight Diver J57-6-8707 03 J57-6-87094 3
1354 Cayman Divers World Unlimited 011-5-657044 011-5-657064
1356 Tom Sawyer Diving Centre 504-793-3022 B04-793-7772
1380 Blue Jack Agqua Center 401-608-7623 401-605-9403
1384 YIP Divers Club 809-453-5976 809-453-5932
1510 Ocean Paradise 805-555-5231 §058-555-8450
1513 Fantastique Aguatica D&7-1-773434 D&7-1-773421
1551 Marrmot Divers Club 416-6938-0399 426-698-0399
1560 The Depth Charge §00-555-37 95 §00-555-0353
1563 Blue Sports B10-772-6704 B10-772-6898
1624 Makai SCUBA Club 317-6458-9098 317-B48-67 87
1645 Action Club §13-5870-0239 §13-870-0252
1651 Jamaica SCUBA Centre 011-3-657043 011-3-697043
1680 Island Finders 713-423-5675 713-423-5676

2.10 Displaying DB fields with the help of the “Text” object

As you can see, the “Text” object is able to display data from DB, in addition to
displaying static text and expressions. Moreover, we can do it in two ways: by either
placing a link to the DB field into the object text, or connecting an object to the required
field with the help of the “DataSet” and “DataField” properties. The first way is used
when we want to display both field contents and any explanatory statement in the same
object. For example:

Contact person: [frxDBDataSet1."Contact_Person"]

As you can see, special syntax is used for links to the DB field:
datasetname.“fieldname”. The field name (as well as the set name) can contain spaces.
Space between the “point” and “quote” symbols is not permitted.

Not only can a link to a field can be placed in the text of the object. We can apply
different computing operations to a field as well:

Length (cm): [<frxDBDataSet1."Length_in"> * 2.54]
Note how square and angle brackets have been used. Remember that square

brackets are used by default for delimiting expressions, which are included in the object’s
text. In case of need, square brackets can be replaced by a pair of any other
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opening/closing sequences (see the “Displaying expression with the help of the “Text”
object” section). Angular brackets are used inside expressions for marking out the
FastReport variables or DB fields. To be logical, we should write

Contact person: [<frxDBDataSet1."Contact_Person">]
instead of
Contact person: [frxDBDataSet1."Contact_Person"]

Nevertheless, both these notations are correct, since FastReport allows absence of
angular brackets, in case when an expression contains only one variable or only one DB
field. However, if an expression contains several members, the brackets are obligatory:

Length (cm): [<frxDBDataSet1."Length_in"> * 2.54]

Aliases

In the previous report, we used the data source with the ADOTablel name and the
following fields: “CustNo,” “Company,” “Phone,” and “FAX.” Accordingly, we had to
insert something like "[ADOTablel."CustNo"]" into the report. Does it seem to be quite
clear? Not really. One may want to rename the data source, and the field, naming it “Our
clients” and “Number” respectively. There is however a way out. The user can use
so-called pseudonyms or aliases in such situations. Both the data source and the field
possess second names, i.e. aliases, which can easily be modified (the original names, of
course, are not modifiable). If a name has an alias, this alias is what is used in FastReport.
Otherwise, the original name is used.

It is very easy to rename a data source and its fields in FastReport. To open the
alias editor, double-click on the ADOTablel component. You can modify the data source
name, names of its fields, and select the fields you would need in the report. Let us rename
the source and fields (see picture):
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Edit Aliases |
Dataset alias IOur Cuskamers
Field aliases Press Enter to edit ikemn

LIser name | Criginal name |

CuskMo

Company Company

Address addrl

[]addrz addrz

[ ity City

[ ]state Skate

[ zip Zip

|:| Caunkry Caunkry

[ ]Phone Phiore

[ Fax Fax

[[Tax rate TaxRate

[ ]contact Contack

|:| Last Invoice Dake LastInvoiceDake

Resek | i Cancel

Note, that an alias of the source can be modified without using the alias editor. To
perform this, modify the “UserName” property of the ADOTablel component.

Now we need to modify the report, as the names of the fields have been changed.
To modify the names of fields in objects, it is easier to use the fourth way, which was
described in the "List of clients Report” chapter. Move the mouse cursor to the “Text”
object so that the button in the right part of the object would appear, click on the button,
and select the desired field in the list. As you can see, now the data source name and its
fields’ names are more than understandable.

Note: It is better to assigning an alias in the very beginning, before designing a
report. This will avoid subsequent need to rename fields in the report.

2.12 Variables

In addition to usage of aliases, there is one more way, which allows the user to set
more understandable names for DB fields (and not only for them). One can associate a DB
field name, as well as any expression, to a variable. To create and work with variables in
FastReport, select the “Report|Variables...” menu item, and then click “Variables” in the
toolbar.
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The list of variables in FastReport has a two-level structure. The first level
contains categories, and the second contains the variables themselves. Categorization of
the variables is designed for convenience when a list of variables is too long. A list must
contain at least one category. That means, that the variables cannot be located at the upper
level. Furthermore, categories are needed for logical variables classification only,
therefore, they are not included in reports. That is why, when setting a name for a variable,
do not forget that it must be unique; it is impossible to create two identical variables in
different categories.

Let us illustrate the use of variables by the following example. Assume we have
two data sources: the first is “frxDBDataSet1” with the “CustNo” and “Name” fields and
the second is “frxDBDataSet2” with the “OrderNo” and “Date” fields. We can associate
the following list of variables to the fields:

Clients
Client number
Client name
Orders
Order number
Order date

where “Clients” and “Orders” are two categories. Let us open the variables editor and
create a required structure with the help of the “New category,” “New variable,” and
“Edit” buttons. To associate the variables to the DB fields, let us select a variable and
double-click on the required DB field in the right part of the window. The link to the DB
field will be moved to the bottom pane of the window. The variable is now associated
with the expression, so the value of variable becomes the value of the expression. If
necessary, the expression can be edited or modified manually and any FR functions or
other variables may be used within it. Remember that categories must not be associated to
anything.
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Expression:

“Custoners. "Cust No™>

After the list of variables is created, close the variables editor. Now we can insert
the variables into the report. In contrast to inserting DB fields, there are fewer variants
here. We can either insert a variable into the object text manually by typing the “[Client
number]” text, or drag a variable from the “Data” service window to the required place of
the report. In the second case, it is required to switch to the “Variables” tab in this
window.

Let’s review what we have learned so far,

- A report design is composed of design pages.

- Pages may contain FR objects, either placed on the page or within a band.

- Bands are placeholders on the design page and depending upon their type, control where
the objects they contain appear on the output page(s).

- Text Objects contain the text we want to output at a given position, they are multi-lined,
and may contain static text, datafields, variables, expressions, or a combination of all.

- Data type bands, Master, Detail, Subdetail etc., when connected to an TfrxDbDataset
control the number of times these bands appear (rows) and together with the report engine
determine the number of finished pages output by a design page. Note: even though these
data bands may have types like master detail etc., this is only a place relationship of the
bands hierarchal position on the output pages(s). the actual data relationships are
dependant on the table/query relationships to which the frxdbdatasets are connected. Each
databand level requires an TfrxDbDataset or equivalent association..

2.13 *“Picture” object

The next object to examine is the “Picture” object. It is also frequently used in
reports. With the aid of this object, you can insert a logo, a photo of an employee or any
other graphical information. The object is able to display graphics in “BMP,” “JPEG,”

© 1998-2006 FastReports Inc.



32

FastReport 3.0 User's Manual

“1CO,” “WMF,” and “EMF” formats.

Let’s examine the capabilities of the object. Create a blank report and place a
“Picture” object on the report page. in the object editor (if it does not open automatically,
then doubleclick on the object). Load any desired picture and click “OK.” You can load a
picture from a file or clear an existing picture

Picture |
= B3
[ mal
o
. I |
T
1185 % 728

There are some options available in the object’s context menu, which correspond
to names of the properties in the object inspector.

- AutoSize

- Stretch — enabled by default

- Center

- KeepAspectRatio — enabled by default

If the “AutoSize” option is enabled, the object will be resized, according to the
size of the picture it contains. Sometimes such feature can be useful, if pictures of
different sizes are to be displayed. This option is disabled by default, for convenience.

The “Stretch” option is enabled by default. This option stretches the picture inside
the object. Modify the object’s size using the mouse and you will see, that the picture size
always corresponds to the object’s size. If this option is disabled, the picture will be
displayed in its original size. This behaviour differs from the “AutoSize” option because
the object dimensions are not adjusted according to the picture size, which means that the
object can be larger or smaller than the picture it contains.

The “Center” option allows aligning a picture inside the object.
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The “KeepAspectRatio” option is enabled by default it stops the picture from
distorting when the object’s sizes are modified. This option works only together with the
“Stretch” option. Therefore, when applying any object dimensions, a drawn circle will
remain a circle, without turning into an oval. The stretched picture then occupies only the
part of the internal space of the object needed to display it using correct ratios. If the
option is disabled, a picture will be stretched to fill the object size, and if object’s size
does not correspond to the initial dimensions of the picture, it will be distorted.

2.14 Report with pictures

The “Picture” object, like many objects in FastReport, can display data from a DB.
The connection of this object to a desired DB field is done by setting the “DataSet” and
“DataField” properties in the object inspector. In contrast to the “Text” object, this is the
only way to connect an object to data.

Let us demonstrate this with a report, which will have images of fishes, and their
names. Let's create a new report. Put the "ADO Table" component into report and set its
properties:

TableName = 'Biolife'
UserName = 'Bio"

Now we’ll add objects to the report form. Place a “Text” object with the text
“Fish” in the “ReportTitle” band. Connect the “Master Data” band to the data source
(double-click on the band and select “Bio” from the list). Increase the band’s height to 5
cm by dragging the bottom of the band down or use object inspector. Place a “Text” object
in the band and connect it to the”CommonName” field using any of the methods described
previously. After that, drop the “Picture” object alongside, and connect it to the “Graphic”
field by setting it’s properties using the object inspector:

DataSet = Bio
DataField = 'Graphic’

Note, that both of these properties are of the “List” type, and one can select the
required values using the mouse. To make room for the picture, stretch the object up to 4 x
2.5cm.
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ReportTitle: ReportTitle1
Fishes

1

= n n m . -
Bio."Cormrmon Narme 3¢ Picture object

]

We are done. The report is finished (see the picture below):

Fishes

Clown Triggerfish

Red Emperor

Giant Maori Wrasse

2.15 Multi-lined text displaying

We’ll add to the previous example In the “Biolife” table, there is a “Notes” field,
which contains a detailed description of each fish. Update our report by adding this field
into it.

At first glance, everything seems to be easy: add the “Text” object to the databand
between the existing objects, connect it to the “Notes” field and set the object’s size (8 x
2.5 cm). When previewing the report, you will see that the output is not exactly what we
want:
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Fishes

Clown Triggerfish Also known as the big spotted triggerfish. Inhabits
outer reef areas and feeds upon crustaceans and
mollusks by crushing thern with powerful teeth.
They are voracious eaters, and divers repaort
seeing the clown triggerfish devour beds of pearl

mvotars

RFed Emperar Called seaperch in Australia. Inhabits the areas
around lagoon coral reefs and sandy bottoms.

The red emperor is a valuable food fish and

considered a great sporting fish that fights with
firy wehen hnnked  Thie flesh nf an nld fish is inst
Giant Maori Vrasse This is the largest of all the wrasse. It is found in

dense reef areas, feeding on a wide variety of
mollusks, fishes, sea urchins, crustaceans, and
other invertebrates. In spite of its immense size,
divers find it a very wary fish.

FastReport performed just what it was instructed to do. The”Notes” field contains
multi-lined text, whose size may vary. At the same time, the “Text” object, which displays
the information from this field, has a fixed size. That is why some lines appear to be cut
off. What to do in this situation?

Of course, either size of the object could be increased, or font size can be reduced.
However, this may lead to wasted space on the output page, due to the fact that some
fishes have long descriptions, while others have short ones. In FastReport, there are
properties which allow us to resolve this problem.

This concerns both the band’s and object’s ability to automatically adjust their
height in order to create the necessary space of a given record (row). To perform this, we
just need to enable the “Stretch” property of both the “band” and the “text” object.
However, that is not all, because a “text” object with longer text should be able to stretch
by itself, we’ll need to set some of it’s properties also.

The “text” object can automatically set its height and width in order to find room
for it’s contents. One can use the “AutoWidth” and “StretchMode” properties for this. The
“AutoWidth” property allows the “text” object width to vary so that all the lines find room
without division of words. This mode is useful when an object has a single text line and
growing to the right will not effect other objects. The “Stretch” property lets the object’s
height to grow to accommodate the text, without changing the objects width.. This
property has several modes and you can select one in the object inspector:

smDontStretch — do not stretch an object, by default;

smActualHeight — stretch an object in order to find room for the whole text;
smMaxHeight — stretch an object so that its bottom would coincide with the bottom of the
band in which the object is placed.. We will examine this mode later.

Now we are interested in the “Stretch” property of the “Text” object. Enable it in
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the object context menu or set the “StretchMode = smActualHeight” property value. Also,
enable the “Stretch” band property. Preview the report and make sure that everything
works as expected.

Fishes

Clown Triggerfish Also known as the big spotted triggerfish. Inhabits
auter reef areas and feeds upon crustaceans and
mollusks by crushing them with powerful teeth.
They are voracious eaters, and divers report
seeing the clown triggerfish devour beds of pear
oysters.

Do not eat this fish. According to an 1873
account, "the paisonous flesh acts primarily upan
the nervous tissue of the stomach, occasioning
violent spasms of that organ, and shortly
afterwards all the muscles of the body. The frame
becomes rocked with spasms, the tongue
thickened, the eye fixed, the breathing laborious,
and the patient expires in a paroxysm of extrerme
suffering.”

Mot edible.

Range is Indo-Pacific and East Africa to Somoa.
RFed Emperor Called seaperch in Australia. Inhabits the areas
around lagoon coral reefs and sandy bottoms.

The red emperar is a valuable food fish and
considered a great sporting fish that fights with
fury when hooked. The flesh of an old fish is just
as tender to eat as that of the wery young.

As you can see, when constructing a report, FastReport fills objects with data,
stretches them with the “Stretch” option enabled, and then computes the band’s height in
order to find room for all the objects. If the band “Stretch” option is disabled, the height
setting is not performed, and the band is displayed according to height specified in the
designer. If we disable this option, we would see that the objects with longer texts are still
stretched, although the band is not. This leads to text overlaying, since each next band is
displayed right after the previous one.

Data splitting

Let us pay attention to a peculiarity of this report: There is a lot of blank space at
bottom of the pages. Why does it happen? When a report is constructed, the FastReport
core fills whitespace of the page with bands. After displaying each band, the current
position shifts down. When FastReport finds out that there is not enough space to display
the next band (its height is larger than white space left on the page), then a new page is
formed and band displaying continues there. This operation continues being performed as
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many times as there are records in the dataset.

Our report contains an object with large text, and that is why the band height is
rather large. Furthermore, if a large band does not find room on a page, it is transferred to
the next one, and much unused space remains at the bottom of the page. This is shown at
the following illustration:

To limit paper wastage, let us use a FastReport feature, which paragraphs the band
’s contents. All we need do is to enable the “AllowSplit” option of the “First level data”
band. You see that there is less white space at the bottom of report pages:

How does band splitting work? There are some objects in FastReport, which
support this feature. They are the “Text,” “Line,” and “RichEdit” objects. They can be
“split,” while other objects cannot. When FastReport comes across the need to split a
band, it performs it in the following way:

- displays the non-splittable objects, which find room on white space;

- partially displays splittable objects (text objects are displayed in a way that all lines find
room in the object);

- forms a new page and continues object displaying;

- if a non-splittable object does not find room on whitespace, it is transferred to the next
page; at the same time, all the objects located underneath, are shifted according to need,;

- the process continues until all the band objects are fully displayed.
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The splitting algorithm will become clearer if to look at the illustration:

Before split: After split:
1 1
2 2
3 3
_____d.____'l___ e - L e L I T IR = =gy
5 2 4 1
3 5 2
) 4 E ki
1 a E
3 2B
3

It should be noted, that the splitting algorithm is not perfect and quality of the
output report may not be as expected. You should use this option very carefully in cases
when objects on the split band are grouped in a complicated way, and / or their font sizes
differ. Here is the example of what could be received:
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Text wrap of objects

For report designing, in some cases it becomes necessary to wrap text around other
objects (often, when using pictures). Let us demonstrate this FastReport feature with our
current example.

Add one more “Text” object to databand below the “Bio.”Notes” object, as
shown in the following illustration:

1

:Eio.“Cﬂmnmn Name™ |E| Picture object

Bio."Notes"

We will disable stretching for the “Bio.”Notes™” object. We will enable this
property for the bottom object. To make the text “flow” from the “Bio.”Notes”” object to
the bottom one, set the “FlowTo” property of the “Bio.”Notes”” object. This property is
set in the object inspector and is of the “drop list” type. The bottom object’s name must be
selected from this list. The result will look like the following illustration:

Clown Triggerfish

Also known as the big spotted triggerfish. Inhabits outer
reef areas and feeds upon crustaceans and mollusks by
crushing them with powerful teeth. They are varacious
eaters, and divers report seeing the clown triggerfish

devour beds of pearl oy sters.

Do not eat this fish. According to an 1878 account, "the poisonous flesh acts primarily
upon the nervous tissue of the stomach, occasioning violent spasms of that argan,
and shortly afterwards all the muscles of the body. The frame becomes rocked with
spasms, the tongue thickened, the eye fixed, the breathing laborious | and the patient
expires in a paroxysm of extreme suffering.”

Mot edible.

Range is Indo-Pacific and East Africa to Somoa,

Red Emperor

Called seaperch in Australia. Inhabits the areas around
lagoon coral reefs and sandy bottoms,

The red emperor is a valuable food fish and considered a
great sporting fish that fights with fury when hooked. The flesh of an old fish is Just as
tender to eat as that of the very young.

Range is from the Indo-Pacific to East Africa.

When constructing a report, if a text does not find room in the top object, the part,
which does not fit the object, will be transferred to the bottom object. Since the objects are
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located around the picture, the effect of text wrapping is performed.

Attention: the main object should be inserted in the report before inserting the
linked one. Otherwise, text wrapping may function incorrectly! If your report operates
incorrectly, select the linked object, and then transfer it to the forefront by the “Edit|Bring
to front ” menu command.

Displaying data in the form of a table

Sometimes it is necessary to display a report in the form of a table with a frame.
One of the examples of such a report might be a price list. To build such report in
FastReport, a user just needs to enable framing function for the objects located in the
“Data” band. Let us demonstrate several variants of frames with a test report example.

Let us create a report of the following kind:

PageHeader: FageHeaderl

[Bio."Specie [Bio "Common Mame®]  [Bio."Length

ReportSummary: ReportSurnmaryl

Place the “text” objects on the band side by side, and minimize band’s height.

The first and the simplest type of the table is a table with a full frame. To do this,
one needs to enable all frame lines in every object:

0020 Clown Triggerfish 50
90030 Red Emperor a1l
G000 Giant Maoari Wrasse 229
o0070 Blue Angelfish aa
S00s0 Lunartail Rockcod g0

The next type of framing would display only horizontal or only vertical lines. Such
framing is performed in exactly the same way. Horizontal or vertical frames can be
enabled in objects.
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80020 Clown Triggerfish 50
80030 Red Emperor B0
80050 Giant Maor YWrasse 229
80070 Blue Angelfish 30

Soas0 Lunartail Rockeod a0

Finally, to show only the external framing, the report needs to be slightly modified:

PageHeader: PageHeaderl

r a

[Bio."Specie [Bio."Common Mame"]  [Bio."Length

ReportSummary: FepartSummatyl

L A

As you can see, we have added two “Text” objects 1 in pageheader and 1 in
pagefooter bands and enabled frame lines for the objects along the edges of the data-band.
As a result, the report will look as follows:

200z0 Clavun Triggerish a0
= alucin] Fed Empenor =]
00s0 Giant b aori Wrasse 29
i alurdu] Blue Angelfizh el
i=alnsiu] Lun artail Rodeod 20
i=alnslu] Firefish =
0100 Omate Butterfiyish 19
0110 Szl Shark 02
c01z0 Bat Ray o5
i=agicin] Califomia b oray 150
20140 Lingood 150
0150 Cabezon e ]
0G0 Adlantic Spadefish =1
1= uk piu] Murze Shak 400
20420 Spotted Eagle Ray janlul
0190 “ellantail Snapper Fis]
0200 Redband P amotfish 23
0210 Great Baracuda 150
0zz20 French Gunt fcil
Q0230 [rog Snapper =]
0240 Massau Grouper a1
0250 Bluehead Wiasse 15
0250 “vellow J ack =1
= ajerdu] Fedtail Sufpenh 40
0230 Wrhite Sea Bass 150
Q0280 Fode Greenling =]
0300 Senarta 25
0310 Surf Smelt 25
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All examples covered, contained bands, which had fixed sizes. But how is it
possible to display a table, in a case where the band is stretched? Let us explain that, using
the example below. Add a new field (a multi-lined text from “Bio.Notes™) to our report.
As you already learned, the “Stretch” property must be enabled both for this object and for
the band, in which the object is located. In this case, the band height is sized depending on
size of the text in the “Text” object. Thus, we would output a report which appears like
this:

000 Clown Triggerfish 50 Also known as the big spotted triggedish. Inhabits
outer reef areas and feedsupon crustaceans and
malluzke by cushing them with ponverful testh, They
arevoradous eates, and divers eportseeing the
clown tiggerish devour beds of pearl aystes.

Lo not eatthis fish. According to an 1878 account,
"the poizonous flesh ack primarily upon the nemous
tizue ofthe stomach, occaszioning wiolentsp asms of
that argan, and shorthy aftenvards all the musdes of the
body. The frame becomes rocked with spasms, the
tongue thickened, the eye fixed, the breathing
laborious, and the patient expines in a parosysm of
exfreme suffering.”

Not edible.

Range iz Indo-P acific and East Africa to Somoa.

a0c=0 Fed Empemnr 60 Called seaperch in Australia. Inhabitsthe areas
around lagoon coral ek and sandy botome.

It is a little bit different from what we need; one would prefer the frames of the
neighboring objects to be able to stretch as well. FastReport allows one to solve this
problem easily. For constructing such reports, it is enough to enable the “Stretch
downwards” property (or StretchMode = smMaxHeight in the object inspector) for all
objects, which are to be stretched. Thus, the FastReport core first calculates the maximum
band height, then it “stretches” objects with the enabled option to the bottom band edge.
Due to the fact that object frames stretches together with the object, the report’s
appearance changes:

e00z0 Clann Triggerish 50 Alzo known as the big spotted triggerfizh. Inhabits
outer reef areas and feeds upon crustace ans and
maolluse by crushing them with pomerful teeth. They
arewordcous eatee, and divers reportseeing the
clowun tiggerfish dewour beds of pearl oystes.

Cronoteatthiz fish. According to an 1878 account,
"the poisonous flesh ack primarily upon the nenous
tizue ofthe stomach, ocecasioning viclentspasms of
that organ, and shorthy atenwards all the musdes of the|
body. The frame becomes rocked with spazms, the
tongue thidiened, the eye fixed, the breathing
laborious, and the patient expines in a paroxyesm of
extreme suffering”

Mot edible.

Range is Indo-F acific and East Afica to Somoa.

t=ulucinl Red Empenr =1] Called seaperch in Australia. Inhabitsthe areas
amund lageon coral reet and sandy bottomes.
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2.19 Printing labels

In contrast to table reports, data in reports such as “label,” are allocated one under
another. Let us examine an example of such report, which displays data about fishes (see
the previous example). The report is presented in the form of a label, and has the
following structure:

:Numher: : :[Eiiu."Species Mo"| :
:CEITEQDF'_-,-'Z : :[Eiin."Categclrg,f"] :
:Name: : :[Eiiu."Cummun Mame"] :
:Length, CI; : :[Eiiu."Len gth (cm)"] :

When previewing this report, we would see the following output:

Mumber: 90020

Categary: Triggerfish
Mame: Clown Triggerfish
Length, crm: a0

Number: 90030

Category: Snapper

WETIES Red Emperor
Length, crm: B0

Notice you can see, there is a lot of whitespace in the right part of the page. To fill
the whole page, the number of columns, where the data will be displayed, can be set in
report page settings. To perform this, you should either double-click on the area of white
space on the page, or use the menu’s “File Page|Options...” menu item.

Page Options rz|

Paper Other oplions l

Columns

Murnber lz_i
Width n
Fositions 1]

10

In this pagetab, one can set such column parameters, as number of columns, its
width, and position. In our case, it would be enough to specify a number = 2, since
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FastReport adjusts all the other parameters automatically. The column frame is displayed
in the designer as a thin vertical line:

:Number: : :[Elio."Species Mo :
| [gia
:Name: ::[Elio."Common Mame"]
:Length, cm: : :[Elio."Length (em)"] :

:Categnry: M'Catecory”

Printing will now be performed in the following way. FastReport will display the
“First level data” band as long as there is white space on the page. After that, a new
column in the same page will be formed (in contrast to simple reports, in which a new
page is created), and band would continue to be displayed on the top. However, now all
the objects are shifted to the right, according to column’s width. It will continue until all
the columns are displayed. After that, FastReport forms a new page and continues to
display data from the first column.

Our report with two columns should appear as below:

Mumber: 0020 Mumber: 50140
Categary: Triggerfish Category: Cod
Marne: Clown Triggerfish Marne: Lingcod
Length, crm: 50 Length, cm: 1580
Mumnber: 90030 Mumber: 20150
Categary: Snapper Categary: Sculpin
Marme: Red Emperor Marme: Cabezon
Length, cm: B0 Length, em: 99

The “Columns” property, available in all data-bands, is another way to set number
of columns. It allows to set number of columns for a particular band and not for the whole
page (as it was in previous example). Thus, data will display from left to right, then from

top to bottom , instead of, from the top to bottom, then from the left to the right,”.

We’ll disable columns in the page (set the columns number = 1) and enter “2” in
the band ‘s “Columns” property. FastReport displays the column frames as dotted lines.
We can modify column dimensions by setting the “ColumnWidth”, “Column Gap”
properties:

:Numher: : :[Elin."Species Mo" : -

=

:Category: :[Elin."Categury"]

dLoaL

:[Elin."CUmmDn Mame"] i i
[Bin."Length tcm)']

L

C
Mame:
"

&
a4

:Length, cm:

A report constructed in such a way, will differ from the previous one only by
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displaying the data “from-left-to-right, then from-top-to-bottom” order.

2.20 Child-bands

Let us examine the case when one of the lines in a report of “label” type, may have
a variable size. To simulate the situation using our example, let us reduce the
“Bio.”Common Name”” object width to 2.5 cm, and enable the “Stretch” option for it. Let
us also enable stretching in the “First level data” band. Enable all the frame lines in all
objects so that the principle of the stretching function will become clear. This will output a
report with the following appearance:

[Murnber. NERIER |
[Category: | [Triggerfish |

Mare: CI_I:: Wil
1rggerish

50 |
[Murnber | (50030 |
[Categary: | |Snapper |
|Name: | |Red Emperaor |

|Length, CHTI: | |EEI |

You see, that in the first case the first object contains longer text, and this is why it
was stretched into two lines. Thus, the object (located underneath it and linked to the
Bio.”Length (cm)” field) was shifted down. This happens because all the objects have the
“Shift” property enabled by default (ShiftMode = smAlways in the object inspector). Such
objects shift downwards if there is a stretchable object above them (a “Text” object with
the “Stretch” property enabled). The height value, by which the object shifts, depends on
how the object from above is stretched.

However, it is unacceptable in this case, since we need the object with the
“Length, cm.” text to be shifted as well. To perform this, there is a special band type in
FastReport, the “Child-band.” It is linked to (and is displayed after) it’s parent band. Add
a “Child” band to our reports design layout and move the 2 Text objects into it.
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[Murmber. | [Bio."Species No" |

|Categury: | |Eii|:|."Categ|:|r'_-,r" |

|Name: ||Eii|:|."C|:|mm|:|n |
Child: Child1

|Length, i | |Eii|:|."Length (crm)" |

Link the Masterdata band to the Child band, by setting it’s “Child” property in the
object inspector. Now, each time the “Masterdata” band prints, the “Child” band will be
printed immediately afterward:

[Number. NENRER |
|Categ|:|r3,f: | |Triggerﬁsh |
Marme: Clown

Triggerish

|Length, CITI: | |5EI |

[Mumber. | (30030 |
|Categnry: | |Snapper |
|Name: | |Red Emperaor |

|Length, CH: | |EEI |

As you can see, now the title is typed exactly where it is supposed to be. In order to
avoid child-band’s transferring to the next page (which basically means, it will be
widowed from the parent band), enable the “Keepchild” property for the parent band
(“KeepChild” in the object inspector).

2.21 Shifting objects

You have already seen how the “Shift” property works. Let us look at the next
mode of shifting, “Shift on overlapping.” In the object inspector, the “ShiftMode=
smWhenOverlapped” property value corresponds to this mode. Thus, object shifting will
be performed in case, when the object from above overlaps the given object during
stretching. Three cases are shown in the illustration below. As you see, the bottom object
with the enabled “Shift when overlapped” option shifts only in the latter case, i.e. when
there is much text in the top object and it overlaps the bottom one.
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If the “Shift” option is enabled, the bottom object will be shifted anyway:

Fe LRI —

N

= O M ok R =

This allows one to create rather complicated report output, by using the logic of
the object’s design properties, especially if an object overlaps several other objects at the
same time. Thus, in the following example both of the upper objects contain stretchable
texts, and the bottom one has the enabled “shifting when blocking” option. The bottom
object will always be displayed closely to the object, which contains more text,
irrespective of text size in the upper objects:

—

e LD B —

== W —

In this example, if the “Shift” option is enabled for this object, the bottom object
will shift twice, since it is located underneath two objects and thus an unnecessary gap is
formed.
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2.22 Report with two data levels (master-detail)

So far our example reports have used only one data-band, (“First level data” or
”Masterdata”), to control report output. This enabled output of data from one DB table.
FastReport allows one to design report layouts having up to six data levels, on one design
page. (It is possible to have more data levels by using the “subreport” object. This feature
will be covered later). Generally, most reports are limited to 1-3 data levels with large
numbers of data levels being rare.

Let us examine the two data level report design process. It will output data from
the demo tables: “Customer” and “Orders.” The first table is the list of clients; the second
one is the list of orders placed by the clients. The tables contain data in the following
fields:

Customer:

CustNo Company

1221 Kauai Dive Shoppe

1231 Unisco

1351 Sight Diver

Orders:

OrderNo CustNo SaleDate
1003 1351 12.04.1988
1023 1221 01.07.1988
1052 1351 06.01.1989
1055 1351 04.02.1989
1060 1231 28.02.1989
1123 1221 24.08.1993

As you can see, the second table contains the list of all the orders placed by all
companies. To view all of orders from table 2, placed by a company, selected from tablel,
the tables are linked on the “CustNo” field, which is common to both tables. The report
output from such data should appear as follows:

1221 Kauai Dive Shoppe
1023 01.07.1988

1123 24.08.1993

1231 Unisco

1060 28.02.1989

1351 Sight Diver
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1003 12.04.1988
1052 06.01.1989
1055 04.02.1989

Create a new report.Put two "ADO Table" to the page and set its properties:

ADOTablel:
TableName = 'Customer’
UserName = 'Customers’

ADOTable2:
TableName = 'Orders'
UserName = 'Orders'

Now add a “Master data” and “Detail data” bands on the page:

-

=2]

I_Eerers."Custh"J I_Clrders."Clrn:ier[‘-.l|:|" - I_Clrn:iers."SaIeIZflate"

Note that the “Master Data” band must be placed above the “Detail Data” band! If
placed under it, FastReport will generate an error message when you preview the report.

If you previewed the report now, you would see that the list of orders remains the
same for every customer and contains all records from the “Orders” table. This happens
because we did not set the mastersource property of the “Orders” table. Set the "Master =
ADOTablel" property in the "ADOTable2" component. Now, we have set a
“master-detail” connection. After that, we select the fields to link on. Set the
“MasterFields” property of the "ADOTable2" component:
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x]

Master-Detail Link

Dretail Figlds Master fields
Crderflo e Cuskha
_uskio Campany
SaleDate Addril
ShipDate Addrz
ErnpMo Ciby
ShipTDqu!ta-:t w Skate w
Linked Figlds
[ Ik H Cancel ]

We need to link together two “CustNo” fields in both sources. To perform this,
select the desired fields, and then click on “Add” button. Fields linkage will appear in the
bottom pane. After that, close the editor by clicking “OK.”

When previewing a report, FastReport does the following. After outputting a
record from the master table (Customer), it will set the filter on the detail table (Orders).
Only those records, which match the “Orders.CustNo = Customer.CustNo” condition will
remain in the table. That means that for each customer only those orders which belong to
the current customer will be displayed in the detail band. Note this is an important concept
to grasp. Even though databands may be of master or detail type, they only control where
the data appears on the output page (order and no of times of appearance). What data their
objects display is dependant upon which fields the objects contain and the external tables
relationship linkage.

The illustration below shows the new output appearance.
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1221 1023 01.07.88
1221 1076 16.12.94
1221 1123 24.08.93
1221 1169 0.07.94
1221 1176 26.07.94
1221 1269 16.12.94
123 Ukisco
1231 1080 28.02.89
1231 1073 15.04.59
1231 1102 06 06.92
1231 1160 01.06.94

Reports, containing up to 6 data levels can be constructed in the similar way.

2.23 Headers and footers of a data band

Each data band may have header and footer. Headers are output before a data band,
footers are output after all data records are output. Here is an example of how the
headers/footers working in case of simple report:

Header: Headeri header
header A data
data
data == data
Footer: Fookerl data
I]rl:n:nter ) data
footer

Let's look at more complex example using two data levels - master-detail:
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Header: Headerl

r l
masterheadear

Lmaaterdata

Fookter: Fookerl

Lmasterfnnter

Header: Headerz
Irdet ailheader

I_detaildata

Footer: Footerz

'Ldetailfl:u:uter

masterheader

masterdata

detailheader

detaildata
detaildata

det ailfoot er

masterdata

detailheader

detaildata
detaildata

det ailfooter

mastefoot er

As we can see the header is output before all data-band records. Thus master data
header is printed once at the beginning of a report, detail data header is output before each
group of detail bands belonging to the current master record band. The detail footer is
output after the group of detail bands belonging to the master record band, the Master
footer is not output until after all the master databand records.

Using the FooterAfterEach property of the data band, we may override this
behavior. Setting this property to True (you may also use context menu of the data band,
"Footer after each row" item) will cause the footer to output after each data row. It may be
useful in some cases when designing master-detail reports. The previous example with
FooterAfterEach property of the master data set to True will appear this way:

mastetheadar

masterdata
detailheader
detaildata
detaildata

det ailfooter

masterfoot er

masterdata
detailheader
detaildata
detaildata

det ailfooter

mastefoot er
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2.24 Report with groups

In the previous example We constructed a two-leveled report based on the data
from two tables . FastReport allows designing of reports which appear the same, based on
one set of data, the result of a joined query.

To perform this, one needs to create a query using SQL language, which would
return data, arranged according to a certain condition, from both of the tables. In our case,
a condition will be the value of the “CustNo” fields in both of the tables. An SQL-query
may look as follows:

select * from customer, orders
where orders.CustNo = customer.CustNo
order by customer.CustNo

The "order by" line is needed to sort the records on the “CustNo” field. The
example below shows how the query data would be returned:

CustNo Company OrderNo SaleDate

1221 Kauai Dive Shoppe 1023 01.07.1988
1221 Kauai Dive Shoppe 1123 24.08.1993
1231 Unisco 1060 28.02.1989
1351 Sight Diver 1003 12.04.1988
1351 Sight Diver 1052 06.01.1989
1351 Sight Diver 1055 04.02.1989

How can a multi-leveled report be constructed on the basis of this data? In
FastReport there is a special band — “Group Header”. A special condition is established
for the band (DB field value or an expression); the band is output every time the field's
value is changed. The following example illustrates this.

Create new report. Put the "ADO Query" component to the page and set its
properties:

SQL =

select * from customer, orders

where orders.CustNo = customer.CustNo
order by customer.CustNo

UserName = 'Group'

After that, add the “Group header” and “Master data” bands to the report. Set a
condition (in this case, it is “Group.CustNo” data field) in the “Group header” band editor:
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Group X
—Break an
{* [ata field

IGru:uup ﬂ ICust Mo ;I

1~ Expression

| A

—Opkions

[~ Keep group together
[~ Start new page
[~ Show in outline

Cancel

Let us link data-band to the “Group” data source and place the objects in the
following way (note, that the group header must be placed above the data-band):

GroupHeader: GroupHeader1 Group, "Cuskio"

Group."OrderMo”  Group."SaleDate”

On previewing, we would see a report similar to the one shown below:

1269 16.12.94
1023 01.07.68
1176 26.07.94
1076 16.12.94
1123 24.08.93
1169 05.07.94
123t Uniseo
1173 16.07.94
1178 02.08.94

As you can see, the “Group header” band is output only when the field, to which it
is associated, changes its value. Otherwise, the data-band connected to the group is
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displayed. If compare this report to the master-detail report, which we constructed earlier,
it should be obvious that order numbers are not sorted in ascending order. This is easily
corrected by changing the SQL query’s order by clause text:

select * from customer, orders
where orders.CustNo = customer.CustNo
order by customer.CustNo, orders.OrderNo

Similarly, reports with nested groups can be constructed. The number of nested
groups is unlimited in such reports. Reports using groups, have some advantages over
reports of the master-detail type:

- the whole report needs only one dataset (query);

- the number of the data grouping levels is unlimited;

- the additional data sorting feature;

- more optimal usage of the DB resources (the query returns only one dataset, which can
be output, without having to filter the data).

The only disadvantage is the need to write queries in SQL language. However,
knowledge of SQL basics is obligatory for a programmer working with databases.

2.25 Other group features

Let’s look at how the group is transferred to the next output page:

1006 06.11.94

1079 03.05.89
1106 23.09.92
11483 16.04.94
1283 26.11.94
1384 VP DwersClb
1007 01.05.88
1027 07 .07.58

When looking at the printout of the report, it is unclear which client the list of
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orders on the very top of the second page refers to. FastReport allows repeating the group
header output (which in our case contains information about the client) on the next page.
To perform this, the “Reprint on new page” menu item (or the “ReprintOnNewPage”
property in the object inspector) should be enabled in the “Group header” band. This will
then display the following output:

1006 06.11.94

1079 03.05.89
1106 23.09.92
1153 16.04, 94
1263 26.11.94
1007 01.05.88

There is another way, which allows one to avoid breaking of groups. This is the
“Keep together” group header property (or “KeepTogether” context menu ) It should be
enabled. Then, if the whole group does not find room on the output page, it is transferred
to a new page. In our example, it will appear as follows:
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1005 20.04.88
1059 24.02.89
1072 11.04.89
1080 05.056.89
1104 21.07.92
1180 0B .05.94
1266 15.12.94
1280 26.12.94
1305 20.01.95

1006 05.11.54
1079 03.05.89

Thus, much blank space may appear on several pages, but the group will be
displayed as a whole on the page if possible.

In conclusion, the “StartNewPage” group header property allows output of each
group on a separate page. This probably will lead to a waste of paper, however it might be
useful in some cases.

2.26 Lines numbering

Let us use our example in order to show how to number lines in the group. To
perform this, w add a “Text” object with a system variable [Line] to both of our bands (it
IS easier to perform this using the drag&drop method from the “Variables” page tab of the
“Data Tree” tool window).

GroupHeader: GroupHeaderl

[Line] - Group."Orde  Group."SaleDate’

When previewing the report, we can see that both the data levels now have their
line numbers:
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2.27 Aggregate functions

SUM
MIN

MAX
AVG

1 1023 01.07.88
2 1078 16.12.94
3 1123 24.03.93
4 1165 05.07 .94
5 1176 28.07.94
] 1264 16.12.94
2 1231 Unisso
1 1060 28.02.89
2 1073 15.04.89
3 1102 Ok.06. 92
4 1160 01.06.94

For continuous numbering of the second level data, we use the “Line#” variable
instead of “Line” in the text object on the data-band. The result will then appear as below:

1 1023 01.07 .54
2 107k 16.12.94
3 1123 24.08.93
4 1165 06.07.594
] 176 26.07 .54
B 1265 16.12.94
2 128 Unisa
7 1060 28.02.85
g 1073 15.04.89
4 1102 0506, 592

In most cases, group reports need to display some summary result information
(such as: “total of a group,” “number of group elements,” etc). FastReport provides these
aggregate functions this purpose. With their use, one can retrieve the defined aggregate
value over a data span. The list of aggregate functions:

Returns the total of the expression

Returns the minimal value of the expression
Returns the maximal value of the expression
Returns the average value of the expression
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COUNT Returns the number of lines (rows) in the data span

The syntax of all aggregate functions (except COUNT) is as shown below, using
an example of the “SUM?” function):

SUM(expression, band, flags)
SUM(expression, band)
SUM(expression)

The parameters assignment is as follows:

expression — the expression, the value of which will be handled
band — the name of data band, on which the value(s) to be handled originally reside
flags — a bit field, which can be the following values or their sum
1 —include invisible bands in calculation
2 — accumulate the value or running total(do not reset the result value when the
current data span resets)

An expression is the only mandatory parameter; all the rest are optional.
Nevertheless, it is recommended to always use band parameters, to avoid mistakes.

The “COUNT” function has the following syntax:

COUNT (band, flags)
COUNT (band)

The parameters assignment is similar to the one described above.

There is a general rule for all aggregate functions: a function can be counted only
for the data-band and used only in that band’s footer (the following bands refer to the
latter: footer, page footer, group footer, column footer, and report footer( summary band)

).

How do aggregate functions work? We will examine it using our group report
example. Let us add some new elements to the report:

GroupHeader: GroupHeaderl

Group."Orde  Group."SaleDate”  Group“lternsTotal”)

GroupFooter: GroupFookerl

[SUM(<Group.“ltemsTotal”» MasterDatal)]

L

The Group."ltemsTotal" field on the data-band will display the current order total.
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Place a “Text” object in the group footer containing the aggregate SUM call, as shown
above,. It will display the total of all orders placed by the given client when previewed.
Using a calculator, we can check to make sure that everything works as expected:

1023 01.07.88 4 574 00
1076 16.12.94 ¥17 781,00
123 24.08.93 F13 945 00
1169 06.07.94 F9 471 95
1M7EB 26.07.94 F4 178 85
1269 16.12.94 %1 400,00

51450 8

So, how do the aggregate functions work? Before outputting a report, FastReport
scans the “Text” objects’ contents in order to find the aggregate functions. The functions
found will be associated to the corresponding data-bands (in our example, the “SUM”
function is associated with the “MasterDatal” band). During outputting of a report (when
the data-band is displayed) the value of the aggregate functions linked to it is counted up.
In our case, the “Group."lItemsTotal™” field’s values are accumulated. After outputting a
group footer (the one where the accumulated value of the aggregate function is displayed)
the function value is reset, and the cycle is repeated for the next groups.

The purpose of the optional “Flags” parameter in the aggregate functions. In some
reports, some of data-bands (or all of them) may be hidden, however, we may need to
result value which considers all data-bands, visible or not. In our example, set the
“Visible” property of the data-band to false; after that it will stop displaying. To count a
total on the hidden data-band, we add the optional parameter to the function call:

[SUM(<Group."ltemsTotal">,MasterDatal,1)]

It will give us a report, which would look as follows:

51450 8

55643 B

261575 5

When the “Flag parameter” value = 2, the accumulated value will not be reset
right after it is displayed. The result will become a “running total” on each successive
output. Let’s modify the call of the function as shown below:
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[SUM(<Group."lItemsTotal">,MasterDatal,3)]

The “3” value is a bit combination of “1” and “2,” which means that we need to
take into consideration the invisible bands without resetting the total. As a result, we have:

51450 8

137094 4

398670 2

2.28 Page and report totals

Quite often, one needs to display summary total values of a page or a whole report.
We can use the aggregate functions in this situation as well. We’ll show this by making
some changes to our example.

GroupHeader; GroupHeader1

Group."Orde  Group."SaleDate”  Group. “ltemsTotal’

GroupFooter: GroupFookerl

[SUM{<Group."ItemsTotal" > MastetData1])]

L

ReportSumnmary: Feportsummary

: Total: [SUM{<Group.”ltemsTotal”>,MasterData1)]

PageFooter: PageFooter]

Total this page: [SUM({< Group.”ltemsTotal™>,MasterData1)] J

As you can see, we added the “Report Summary” band and a “Text” object with
the aggregate sum to the “Report Summary” and the “Page Footer” bands. That is all we

need.
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®H NephnesTrdent Supply
1036 16.10 88 $7e7 .20
109 13.12 88 $1s0088
1145 17.01 54 Fazz0z0
1198 1403 59 F1za007s
19722 2

Total: 2922666, 1
Tatal thiz page: 101232 95
2.29 Inserting aggregate function

So far we inserted the aggregate functions into the “Text” object manually. Now

we will look at other ways to insert aggregate functions.

First of all, we can use the “System text” object for output of the aggregate
function value. As a matter of fact, it is the same “Text” object, but one that has a special

editor for easier insertion of system variables or aggregate functions.
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System Memo E|
™ System variable
| =~
f* Aggregate value
Funiction =y -]
Data band |MasterData1 j
Dakaset |Gr-:uu|:u j
DataField |ItemsT|:|taI j
Expression | E
[ Count invisible bands
[ Running total
SUME <Group, "TkemsTaokal" =, MasterDatal)
" Text
Cancel

You should step by step select a function type, a data-band (according to which it
will be counted), and a DB field or an expression, value of which will be computed. You
can also set the “Count invisible bands” and “Running totals” flags.

The second way is to use the “Text” object and the % button in its editor, to
invoke the additional window, similar to the “System text” object editor. When clicking
the “OK” button, the call of the aggregate function is inserted into the object's text.

2.30 Values formatting

A peculiarity of the aggregate functions returned numerical values, is that they are
not formatted. It should be evident, when referring to the first example with the “SUM”

function:
1176 26.07.94 54 178,85
1269 16.12.94 51 400,00
51450 8
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2.31

This happens because, as a rule, the data fields return a formatted value, which is
simply displayed by the “Text” object, with no changes applied. To apply formatting to
the “SUM” function result, let us use the value formatting tools of FastReport.

Select the object with the sum and call its context menu. The format editor is
called either by using the “Formatting...” menu command, or with the “DisplayFormat”
property editor in the object inspector.

Display Format E|

Cakeqory Farmak
Text (no Farmatking) 1234.5

1234.50
Drake/Time 1,234.50
Boolean §123450
Farmak string: o 2m
Decimal separator; |

LK | Ceneel

Here you can see, the list of formatting categories on the right and the list of the
available category formats on the left. We’ll select the “Number” category, and the
"$1,234.50" format. At that, the format string corresponding to the selected format and the
decimal separator character will be displayed. You can modify a format string as well as a
separator.

After clicking the “OK” button and report previewing, you will see that the sum
total in the report is now formatted correctly:

1176 26.07.94 k4 178,845
1269 16.12.94 F1 400,00
$51450 50

Inline formatting

In the example, formatting was applied to the object, and any expression located in
the object. Everything worked correctly because there was only one expression in each
object. However, if we have more than one expression and, they require different
formatting, we can use inline formatting.
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Using the example, resize the footer, it’s object and the objects text as shown
below.

Total: [SUM(<Group."ltemsTotal">,MasterDatal)]
Number: [COUNT(MasterDatal)]

The total and number of orders will display in the object.:

When previewing both of the values are presented in monetary format (which we
had previously set), which is incorrect:

1269 16.12.94 %1 400,00

Total: $51 450,80
Mumber: $5,00

To display each value correctly, they should be formatted individually. To
accomplish this, we use format tags. They are added before the closing square bracket of
the expression. For our example, disable the object formatting (select the “Text (without
formatting)” category in the format editor). Now we need to modify the format of the first
variable, since the second will definitely be displayed correctly (without formatting, i.e. as
an integer, and this is what we need). Modify the object text in the following way:

Sum: [SUM(<Group."ItemsTotal">,MasterDatal) #n%2,2m]
Number: [COUNT(MasterDatal)]

Preview, to make sure that the object displays correctly:

1269 16.12.94 $1 400,00

Total: $571 450 80
Mumber: B

When using format tags, the general syntax is as follows:
[expression #tag]

Note that space between the expression and the “#” sign is mandatory! The tag
itself might look as follows:

#nFormattingLine — the numerical format
#dFormattingLine — date/time format
#bFalse, True — boolean format

“FormattingLine” in every case is the argument to the function, by which
formatting is accomplished. Thus, for numerical formatting, Format function is used, for
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2.32

date/time it is the FormatDateTime function. Below are several values used in FastReport:

for the numerical formatting:

%g — a number with the minimal signs number after decimal point

%2.2f — a number with the fixed number of signs after decimal point

%2.2n — a number with bits delimiter

%2.2m — a monetary format, accepted in the Windows OS, depending on the regional
settings in the control panel.

for the date/time format:

dd.mm.yyyy — date of the 23.12.2003 type

dd mmmyyyy — date of the 23 Nov. 2003 type

dd mmmmyyyy — date of the 23 November 2003 type

hh:mm — time of the 23:12 type

hh:mm:ss — time of the 23:12:00 type

dd mmmmyyyy, hh:mm — time and date of the 23 November 2003, 23:12 type

It is acceptable to use a comma or dash instead of period in the line for the
numerical format. This symbol will be used as a separator between the integer and the
fractional parts of the value. Usage of other separators is not acceptable.

Formatting of the “#b” type (boolean), the formatting line is presented as two
values separated by comma. The first value corresponds to “False,” the second one
corresponds to “True.”

In order to avoid the necessity to memorize all these tags and their meanings, there
IS a convenient resource for formatting insertion in the “Text” object editor. When

. # : . . :
clicking the "= button, the format editor (which we have already examined) is called.
After selecting a format, it is inserted to the text. Thus, if the cursor is placed before or
after the closing square bracket, the format will be inserted correctly.

Conditional highlighting

This feature of the ”Text” object allows one to color an object according to a
specified condition. Any expression can be a condition. We’ll use the example with
groups to demonstrate. Let the order totals, which are larger than 5000, be green-colored.
Select the object with the “Group.”lItemsTotal™” field and click on the “Conditional

highlighting” # button in the designer toolbar. In the conditional highlight editor, enter
a condition, which after the value is exceeded, the object will be highlighted, and specify
the color attributes to change (font parameters and background color).
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Highlight

Condition

|'-.-'a|ue = 5000

Fank

[~ Bold

[ Italic

[ Underline

Backaround
(" Transparent
{« Other

. Colar, ..

. Calar. ..

FIE

Cancel |

The preview result will appear as follows:

1023
1076
123
1169
176
1289

01.07.88
16.12.94
24 .05.93
06.07.94
26.07.94
16.12.94

4 674,00

¥4 17885
$1 400,00

Total: $51 450 80

Note the conditional expression we specified (Value > 5000). Value is the DB
field value, to which the object is linked. In a similar way, the “<Group."ltemsTotal"> >
5000” condition may be set. In general, any expression, which is correct in terms of

FastReport, may be specified here.

2.33 Show stripes (Alternate color every other data row)

Using conditional highlighting, it is easy to create a report having this appearance,
by “coloring” every second data line. Using the “Customer List” report example which we
constructed previously, to save effort.

Remove all the “text” objects from the “Master data” band. Put a “Text” object on
the data-band and stretch it, so that it would occupy practically all the band space:
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ReportTitle: ReportTitle1

Customer list

This object will modify its color depending on the data line number. Select the
object and set the following conditional expression in the highlight editor:

<Line>mod2=1

Attention: if you have selected C++Script as a script language (see more details in
the "'Script' chapter), you should write the condition using C++Script:

<Line>% 2 ==

Select gray color for highlighting, but not too saturated (closer to white). Now
other objects can be added to the data-band on top of the empty “text” object:

ReportTitle: ReportTitlel
Customer list

LCustorners."Cust Mo - Customers. "Company”

. ICustumers."F‘hnne"l ICu stormers. "FAX" .

When previewing the report, we will can see the following output:

Customer list
1644 Action Club 813-870-0239 813-870-0282
3158 Action Diver Supply 22-44-500211 22-44-5005965
1984 Adventure Undersea a11-34-09054 a11-34-09064
3053 American SCUBA Supply 213-654-0092 213-654-0025
6312 Aquatic Drama 613-442-7654 613-442-7678
3984 Blue Glass Happiness 213-555-1984 213-555-1995
1380 Blue Jack Agua Center 401-B09-7623 401-609-9403
1563 Blue Sports B10-772-6704 610-772-6898
2118 Blue Sports Club 612-897-0342 612-897-0348
3054 Catarmaran Dive Club 213-223-0941 213-223-2324
1354 Cayman Divers World Unlimited 011-5-697044 011-5-697064
5151 Central Underwater Supplies 27-11-4432458 27-11-4433259
2156 Dawy Jones' Locker 803-509-0112 803-509-0553
3055 Diver's Grotto 213-432-0093 213-432-4821
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2.34 Multipage reports

FastReport reports can consist of several design pages. You can adjust such
parameters as size and orientation for each page, as well as to place different objects and
bands on it. When outputting this type of report, all bands from the first design page will
be displayed, then the bands from the second one, etc.

When a user creates a new report in the designer, it already contains one page by

default. You can add a new page by clicking on the = button in the toolbar or by
selecting the “File|New page” menu command. Then you would see that a new page tab
appears in the designer:

T o Anal

[; | Code | Paget Page? |

{ﬂ-? @ Memod

@ Memoll

o

One can easily switch between pages by clicking on the required page tab. Page
tabs can be dragged (“drag&drop”), to easily modify their order An unnecessary page can

be deleted using the & putton in the toolbar or by selecting the “Edit|Delete page” menu
command. One can also call the context menu by right-clicking on the page tab:

|
;{% Mew Page
s Mem: T’j Mew Dialog

= Band? EJ Delete Page

@ Memo ¥| Page Settings...
= Band3

| Page1 Pag

The number of design pages in a report is unlimited. As a rule, additional pages are
used either for previewing title pages, or in more complicated reports, those which contain
data from many sources.

A simple example of title page creation. Let us use our previous report with one
data level. Add a new page to it, this will be the second page. To move it to the front of
the report, grab the page tab using the mouse, and then drag it to the place near the first
page. At that, the pages order will be changed. Switch to the new page and place a “Text”
object (with the “Our report” text inside) in the middle of the page. That is all we need to
do. The report with a title page is finished:
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2.35

L olwtmee. |
ey v Bl Etmitiatd ] Fan
etion Gk T Wichad Spriry A0 EMHIZG 0 ATOOED
thon Dl Bwgashy B S B 3 Pt bl 2 AEnIn A
Aibvisitusi Lk P B T G Gormisd  OULSHE 0010
v BB, Sk VRS Skt S Lyt Cireipini D -
Mcpud: D £ B Wi it Coomies HEACTEM AT
B (ki Higiriic M WY e Lt vt Tips® LR ST IR A
Bl itk bcph i PAE Pakdrghan L Evuc Bt AETEN A
Bl Bgeeti et ek v Bt Thaisias Huvu: H-PERATE TR
Bl Bgueti Chb o R Pl Bt Hinvy Buhass LR REL R )
ity Dl s B 204 Phisiasts Pkt Wl Dt FEE- LT R )
Gy Dhviras Wiorkd Likmitusd P Biem 841 o By ST O ST
Cumitrid Lo’ uglis P B Y Wk Evirtrni TN T A
Direy e’ Losthar 24 Eeavh with s Tiara Wiy -0 0
i it 200 Uil List [ EERL-NI R R R
Dl o Bl it B i o Hliry it AT R X AR
Qur report sl o Eirfy, I P P 84 s Ligir ERE R T
i o Wit 20 B i v Gt LEREEL R R
- Fir-Het G0 B ki Hidi HPOAMEM 7O
PFticpu Aepiticss T2 G AT A s Wiy LT TR
Plahuistunti Bypis P B Euithut Linak BN A A
Frork'a Do gl 1 et et i Ll Pt LRl e
Chiniph Bl & 1 T by Bl Wiy Bl Wi BT D
[ 2B Houren Pacy B Pl ELRL R T
kel Fireirs Ot o e i Disereeed v TRA-LZVAHTE TS EM
v B Bk, Eartrn P B B Brtars Hirviry LR e
v e P Bex B Joruthn Wt BRI AR
ansd D Bheyen AT Buggurkns’ Hary Bk hlerrrun A RO TR
Wik Bk 2 Mg L Fuad ko Shins TEAAALT TR ST
Larry's Civing Bched LT [~ T B FEPP A
Mkl BELES, Sk P B B Exveh Shinsk ELETELRE LR
Mk BCLBSA, b’ P B FEMEE Ty PRD i Byt L E
Marvves: Civirs Cub B2 Cruinn B kryean Wi MR OED A
Mgttt Trind Hugply P B 1M Linsish Frishai TH-ATASH  TR-ATARG
i S I, Liribid P B B B ek TH-CHA M TR-EBONE
i’ Atk P B o Wil P 2l TH SO TR
et Pichin P B B Pind G’ B AT A
v Torgge: B A, T-FAP i s Pl B P il A ARG du A0 3
P bl 155 Bk, P B 80 Uity v M i HoAnEE  HTeAnAn
Prosmssorsd Civara, L il e iy st a0 Ak -
B L't B P B A Pk B AT A A
B Prabies Civi Cartar VHIHD N Bty Pratricia CYErin EE IO O
B, Hiseisy P B 3.4 Pkt Michild 0NN O A
gyl Bt ik’ P B (1548 Frak ik OULEHEAM o
Eght Bl B Mgt o Lo Pogli Bpaus® AT T AT
Thas Cuigith Chu N Lkt Py, S Withirigen  BO0SRRATE AO0 8680
Tha Blving Corryury P B B By bl A A
Vit B’ Clbviy Cinitria 1 Thed Pyt v Tretuics BATEHAY AR T
Tora Fera Toru Pt B Hoai Hirvn Peer LR NI T
Lk Fartues Py B B2 Grae North BB I0M BN S0 5M
T

It is necessary to pay attention to one feature of multipage reports. If the “Print to
previous page” option is enabled in the second page (use the “PrintToPreviousPage”
property in the object inspector), then the second page objects will start printing not on a
new output page, but on the white space of the previous one. This allows to print the pages
> contents “line-to-line.”

Nested reports (subreports)

Sometimes it is required to display in a particular place, on a design page
additional data, which may represent a separate report with a complicated structure. One
may construct such report by using a set of FastReport bands, but it is not always possible.

In such cases, the “Subreport” object is used = :

After inserting such an object to a report, we can see that FastReport automatically
adds a new page, connected to this object. A nested report resembles a multipage one in
terms of structure. The only difference is that the nested report is displayed in a specified
location on the basic design page , and not after it. When outputting a report, as soon as
the “Subreport” object is encountered, the report engine, outputs the associated design
page, until it is complete. After that, basic design page output will continue.

One can also place a “Subreport” object in a Subreport design page, increasing the
nesting level. An example of such a report can be found in the demo program, the
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2.36

2.37

“Subreports” report.

It should be noted that FastReport’s ability to construct subreports enables it to
increase nesting levels of data. Remember that number of data levels in FastReport is
limited to six when you do not use the “Subreport” object.

Side-by-side subreports
You can have two or more “Subreport” objects side by side on the same band:

TLINE]

Subreport1 |Su|:urepu:urt2 |

This allows one to design reports, where the data output by each has different
lengths (rows/records), or stretching or heights :

o oth B W R =

== ma

As you can see, FastReport continues to output the basic design page, after the
longest Subreport is finished. One can also use the Vertical alignment property to adjust
text object alignment within each subreport.

Limitations on using subreports

Since subreports are substituted on the basic design page, it cannot contain the
following bands: “ReportTitle/ReportFooter,” “PageTitle/PageFooter/PageBackground,”
and “ColumnTitle/ColumnFooter.” It is possible to put these bands on the nested report
page, but they however will not be handled. For the same reason, there is no sense in
modifying nested report pages options, inasmuch as the options of basic report’s page are
used during outputting of a report.

Do not put objects below the “Subreport” object:
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2.38

Subreportl

This is wrong! |

When displaying a nested report, the nested report objects will overlay everything
placed below, and the user will see something like this:

Campany

Action Club
Order Mo 1014 Date 25.05.88

This is wraong!
TETZ RFyRton Flashlight

To display the objects below/after the nested report, use a child-band:

Subreportl

Child: Child1
That's right |

This method is also used when it is necessary to display several Subreports one
under another, use a child band for each Subreport and chain them together. Child1’s child
property is set to child2 and so on.

PrintOnParent option

The "Subreport™ object has the "PrintOnParent” property which can be useful in
some cases. This property is False by default.

Usually a subreport is output as a set of bands on the basic report page. In this
case the parent band (which contains a "subreport” object) do not depend on the subreport
bands, i.e. can't stretch. If the "PrintOnParent™ property is True (you can set it from the
object inspector or in the context menu), subreport's objects are printed physically on the
band which contains the "subreport™ object. You can make this band stretched and put on
it stretched objects:
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This kind of report has a table structure, which means that it consists of rows and
columns. At the same time, it is not known beforehand, how many lines and columns a
table would possess. That is why a report grows not only downwards (as the report types
examined above) but sideways as well. A typical example of a report of such type is
shown below.

Let us examine the elements of the table:

1 2 3 4
a al as a3 ad
b b1 b2 b3 b

In the illustration, we see a table with two lines (rows) and four columns, where
“a” and “b” are line titles, “1,” “2,” “3,” and “4” are column titles, and “al”..”a4,”
“b1”..”b4” are cells. To construct a report like this, we need just one set of data (a query or
a table), which has three fields and contains the following data:

al
a2
a3
ad
bl
b2
b3
b4

OO TCTTO2 2 29 D
A OWONEFER~RWONPRE

As you can see, the first field contains a line number, the second one has a column
number, and the third one contains the cell contents at intersection of the table with the
selected number. When outputting a report, FastReport creates a table in memory and fills
it with data. Thus, the table expands dynamically, if a line or a column with a specified
number does not exist.

Titles can consist of more than one level. See the following illustration:

10 20
1 2 1 2
a all1 | a10.2 | 8201 | a20.2
b b10.1 | b10.2 | b20.1 | k202

In this illustration, the number, or index of the column is composite, i.e. it consists
of two values. This report requires the following data:
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3.1

a 10 1 al0.1
a 10 2 al0.2
a 20 1 a20.1
a 20 2 a20.2
b 10 1 b10.1
b 10 2 b10.2
b 20 1 b20.1
b 20 2 b20.2

In this example, the first field contains the line index, as it was before; the second
and the third fields contain column indexes. The last field contains the cell value. Examine
the following picture in order to make it clear, how FastReport constructs a tables with
complex titles:

10 10 20 20
1 2 1 2
a all1 | a10.2 | 8201 | a20.2
4] b10.1 | b10.2 | b20.1 | b20.2

Before handling is accomplished, our table would look like the table shown in the
picture. During handling, FastReport unites the title cells with equal values, which are
allocated on one level.

The next table element, which is shown in the following picture, displays
intermediate totals and totals:

10 20
1 2 Tatal 1 2 Tatal
2101 [ a102 | a101+a10.2 | 2201 | a20.2 | a20.1+520.2 sumf
b10.1 | b10.2 | B10.1+b10.2 | b20.1 | b20.2 | b20.1+b20.2 sumi

Total 2101421024310 1 +010 1+ (320 1 + (820 2+ (220 1+020 1+ sumia)+
b10.1 |b10.2 |a10.2+b10.2 [b20.1 |b20.2 [a20.2+b20.2 sum(h)

This report is constructed using the same data, as we used in the previous one. The
columns, highlighted with gray in the picture, are calculated automatically and are not
included in the initial data set.

Construct a cross-report

Now let us turn from theory to practice. We will construct a simple cross-report,
which will display employees’ salary during four years. To do this, we need the “crosstest”
table. The table contains data of the following kind:
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Name Year Salary
Ann 1999 3300
Ben 2002 2000

Create new report. Put the "ADO Table" component on the page and set its
properties:

TableName ="' crosstest'
UserName = 'SimpleCross'

From design mode toolbar, click the other objects button to show the fly out menu
below.

-@‘ B Chart object
B 2=| RichText object
BI:IE‘
Barcode ohijeck
OLE| OLE object
i Cross-tab object
CE Cross-tab object
CheckBox object

Select the “DB cross-tab” object from the list: Click on the design page to place
the object, which appears as a simple rectangle:

DECross1

All settings are specified using the object’s editor. Call it by double-clicking on the
object:
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Cross-tab Editor gl

Source data Cross-tab structure

B SimpleCross . - v Row header Year [ &7

v Calumn header . .

U —
EL Days [ Fuow grand katal —
EL salary v Column grand total =

. Manme [+ A-Z Salary [*] Sum

Standard . - T O & X

Year|Grand Total

MName 0

Grand Total .

The Numerical list of the Editor’s items from the illustration above:

1 — A drop-down list with available data sources;

2 — The list of fields in the selected data source. The fields from this list can be dragged to
the “4,” “5,” and “6” lists;

3 — Structure options here one can specify whether it is necessary to display titles and
totals;

4 — The list of fields, which generate a line (row),header;

5 — the list of fields, which generate a column header;

6 — The list of fields, which generate a table cell;

7 — Table structure preview. All the elements in the table are selectable by a click;

8 — Toolbar for modifying table element design:

=Ll - table style select, choose a predefined style;
T _ cell font parameters;

= E —B text alignment;

& text rotation;

- conditional highlighting;

@ n,

- cell format;
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m . cell frame and filling.

You can only use the mouse in this editor to make modifications. For our demo, it
is enough to drag fields from the “2” list to the “4,” “5,” and “6” lists, as shown in the

illustration above. After that, close the editor by clicking the “OK” button v When
previewing the report now, you will see a table resembling the one shown below:

1999 | 2000 | 2001 |2002|Grand Total

Ann 33000 2700 3100) 1700 10800
Ben 4300) 2400 2000 8700
Catherine B100) 3200 9300
Den 3999 8100 12099
Grand Total | 13700] 12299| 11200| 3700 40899

Let’s modify the object’s appearance. Call the object editor once again. The first
thing we want to do, is to modify the titles’ colors and to display “Total” instead of
“Grand total.” It is very easy to do, in the table preview editor (7) in the illustration. Here
the cross-table structure is displayed, and it can be set using the mouse. The selected area
is displayed with an orange frame:

Year|Grand Total
Mame 0
Grand Total

To change the title color into gray, click on the “Year,” “Name,” and “Grand

Total” areas one after another, and then select the desired color using the 2 button in the
toolbar. To change the bottom left “Grand Total” text, double-click on the cell, and then
you will see the familiar text editor, where one can type “Total.” After that, when our
report is previewed it will appear as follows:

1999 | 2000 | 2001 (2002 | Total
Ann 3300) 2700 3100]1700( 10800

Ben 43001 2400 20001 8700
Catherine| B100] 3200 9300
Den 3993 85100 12099

Total | 13700| 12299| 11200| 3700( 40899

To set the format of the currency values: In the cross-object editor, click on the
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“Total” object and the object representing a cell (with the “0” text) one after another and

select the required format by clicking on the % button in the toolbar. You will get the
following result:

1999 2000 20m 2002 Total
Aunn $3 300,00) %2 700,00 $3 100 00(%1 700 00( $10 800,00
Ben b4 300,00) $2 400,00 $2 000 00| $8 700,00
Catherine| %6 100,00 %3 200,00 $9 300,00
Cen B3 593 00 %5 100 00 $12 099,00
Total | $13 700,00| $12 299,00( $11 200,00| $3 700,00| $40 899,00

3.2 Using functions

In our previewed example, we see the sum total of each employee’s salary during
four years in the “Total” line. One can use the following functions:

SUM - sum of values

MIN — minimal value

MAX — maximal value
AVG - average value
COUNT - number of values

Let’s use the “MIN” function in our example. Open the cross-object editor in area
(6) the "Salary" field item, click the down arrow.

- | |

Mone
Surmn
[Max
Average

Count

Select the “MIN” function in the menu. Now one can modify a text in the cell of
totals from “Total” to “Minimum.” A finished report will look as follows:
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1959520002001 | 2002 |Minimum
Ann 3300) 2700 3100{ 1700 1700

Ben 4300) 2400 2000 2000
Catherine| 5100|3200 3200
Den 3999 3100 3999

Minimum | 3300 2400| 3100| 1700 1700

3.3 Sorting values

Lines and columns values are arranged in ascending order, if values have
numerical type, they are sorted by value, and if they have line type, they are sorted
alphabetically. We can separately set our own sorting mode for each line and/or column
value. The following modes are available: “arrange in ascending order,” “arrange in
descending order” and “perform no sorting.” In the latter case, values in lines/columns
will be displayed depending on their entries.

Let us modify column sorting in our example. Let years be arranged in decreasing
order. To perform this, let us enter the cross-object editor and select the “Year” column
element (5). To modify sorting, click on the item’s down arrow select descending:

Ascending (A-2)
® Descending (2-4)
Mo Sork

Close the editor and preview the report. It will look as follows:

2002|2001 | 2000 | 1999 | Total
Ann 1700 3100( Z700( 3300| 10800

Ben | 2000 2400) 43001 8700
Catherine J200( 5100 9300
Den 8100] 3999 12099

Total | 3700 1120012299 1370040899

3.4  Table with composite headers

Our previous example contained one value per line, and column headers. Let us
examine cross table design using a complex header, which means that it will contain two
or more values. The table contains data of the following kind:
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Name Year Month Days Salary
Ann 1999 2 3 1000
Ben 2002 1 5 2000

We have added the “Month” and “Days” fields, which contain month number and
the number of working days respectively. One can construct several reports on the basis of
this data, for example, salary of all the employees during all years, broken down by
months.

What kind of a report we are going to get? It must resemble the report from the
previous example, but at the same time it must be broken down by months as well. The
cross-object must be set in the same manner. We’ll add the “Month” field into the column
header by dragging it to the column header list. See the illustration below.

Year Subkokal [+ &-7
vianth

[w Fow header
[v Column header
[ Row grand total

[v Column grand Eotal =

In the table preview of the editor the table layout structure is displayed:

Year
Grand Total
bonth | Total
Marme 0
Grand Total

As a result, when previewing, we would see the following report:

1999 2000 20m 2002 |Grand Total

2010 (11 [ 12 |Total | 1 2 3 |Total| 1 2 3 |Total| 1 |Total
Ann 1000 1100) 1200 3300| 1300{ 1400 2700 1500| 1600) 3100| 1700] 1700 10800
Een 2100( 2200 4300 2400 2400 0] 2000 2000 8700
Catherine 3000(3100 6100 3200 3200 0 0 9300
Den 0] 3239 3999 4000( 4100 8100 0 12099
Grand Total | 1000| 5100| 6400 1200 13700 5299| 3800 3200 12299| 4000| 5600| 1600( 11200 3700| 3700 40899

Note, that FastReport automatically added a column of the intermediate totals,
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which are displayed after each year. This option can be set in the cross-object editor, by
selecting the “Year” column element and disable the “Subtotal” flag:

Subkokal B &-F

In addition, one can note that there is no intermediate total in the bottommost
column element (the same is true in cases, when this element is the only one). Actually, in
our example, we do not need intermediate totals for each month.

Another feature of intermediate totals: In our example, it is desirable to display
“Year + year total” instead of the “Total” text. In the cross-object editor, select the
required object in the bottom part of the editor, and then enter the following text to it:
Total for [Value]

During construction, the “Value” expression will be replaced by the actual value of
the column header value, located above:

1959
2 10 1 11 [ 12 |Total for 1999
Ain 1000 1100{ 1200 3300
Ben 2100( 2200 4300
Catherine 3000( 3100 6100
Den 0
Grand Total | 1000| 5100( 6400) 1200 13700

3.5 Adjusting cell width

When looking at the previous illustration, it should becomes obvious that
FastReport automatically adjusts cells width in a way, which allows the longer lines to fit
the cells. It is not desirable in some cases however, since values with very long text lines
become ugly. What can be done in such case? The simplest way is to break lines in the
text of object with intermediate totals, i.e. to insert a line into it:

Total
for[Value]

You see that the table appears more compact now:
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3.6

1999

2 10 ] 11 | 12 | Total
for 1999
Ann 1000 1100] 1200 3300
Ben 2100( 2200 4300
Catherine 3000f 3100 6100
Den 0
Grand Total | 1000 5100( 6400| 1200 13700

However, this method cannot be used if the lines’/columns’ values are rather long,
they cannot be corrected by breaking the line manually. This is why the cross-object has
the “MinWidth” and “MaxWidth” properties (minimal and maximal cell width
respectively). Both these properties are accessible only via the object inspector.

The “MinWidth” value is “0,” and the “MaxWidth” value is “200” by default. This
is quite enough in most cases. You can set your values, according to any special
requirement you desire.

Thus, in our example, we can set the following: MinWidth = MaxWidth = 50. This
would signify that table cell width must be 50 pixels at any rate. If a cell is smaller, it is
“adjusted” to the “MinWidth” value, if it is bigger, its width is fixed according to the
“MaxWidth” value, and the text in the cell is divided. In our example, it would appear as
follows:

1999

2 10 11 12 | Total

for

1999
Ann 1000 11agd) 12000 3300
Ben 2100 2200 4300
Catherine 30ac) 3100 6100
Oen 0
Grand Total| 1000 5100 6400 1200] 13700

Font colors and highlighting

Sometimes it is necessary to highlight values and/or change font color. We have
examined such a task in the group report example. Where we used conditional
highlighting for the “Text” object, this can be useful for us now as well.

To add highlighting: using our example, assume that we need to change font color
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for the values, which are more than 3000. We’ll enter the cross-object editor and click on
the object, representing the table cell, in the bottom of the editor window:

e ar Grand
Month | Total Total
for
Year
Mame 0
Grand Total

To set highlighting parameters, click on the = button in the toolbar. The already
familiar highlighting editor window will open, where one can set the following condition:

Value > 3000
and the font color to red

This is all we need. Close the editor by clicking on the “OK” button and preview

our report:
1999 2000
2 10 | 11 | 12 | Total 1 2 ] Total

for 1999 for 2000
Ann 1000 1100( 1200 3300( 1300] 1400 2700
Ben 2100f 2200 4300 2400 2400
Catherine 3000f 3100 6100 3200 3200
Den 0| 3992 3999
Grand Total | 1000| 5100( 6400) 1200| 13700 5299| 3800| 3200 12299

In the same way, a user is able to highlight total values, columns and lines, if
necessary.

3.7 Managing a cross-table from the script

If setting table visual resources is not enough, one can use the report’s script to
adjust settings for the appearance of the table. The “Cross-table” object has the following
events:

Event Description

OnAfterPrint Event is called after printing a table.

© 1998-2006 FastReports Inc.



86

FastReport 3.0 User's Man

ual

OnBeforePrint

Event is called before printing a table

OnCalcHeight

Event is called before calculating length of a row in
the table. The event handler can return either the
required value of height, or “0” when the row needs
to be hidden.

OnCalcWidth Event is called before calculating column’s width in
a table. The event handler can return either the
required value of width, or “0” when the column
needs to be hidden.

OnPrintCell Event is called before displaying a table’s cell. The

event handler can modify the cell’s design or its
contents.

OnPrintColumnHeader

Event is called before displaying a title of the table’
s columns. The event handler can modify design or
contents of the title’s cell.

OnPrintRowHeader

Event is called before displaying a title of the table’
s rows. The event handler can modify design or
contents of the title’s cell.

We can use the following methods of the “Cross-table” object in events:

Method

Description

function ColCount: Integer

Returns the number of columns in a table.

function RowCount: Integer

Returns the number of rows in a table.

function IsGrandTotalColumn

(Index: Integer): Boolean

Returns “True,” if the column with specified
number is the total one.

function IsGrandTotalRow
(Index: Integer): Boolean

Returns “True,” if the row with specified
number is a total one.

function IsTotalColumn
(Index: Integer): Boolean

Returns “True,” if the column with specified
number is a column with intermediate totals.

function IsTotalRow
(Index: Integer): Boolean

Returns “True,” if the line with specified
number is a line with intermediate totals.

procedure
Rows, Columns, Cells:

array of Variant)

AddValue(const

Adds a value to the table.

Let us show, how one can highlight the third column (in our example it is the
“November 1999” date). To do this, select the cross-table object from the report design
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page, in the object inspector click on the events page tab, locate the OnPrintCell event and
create the handler’s on the script page by dbl-clicking in the empty list to the right of the
event name, the script editor will appear with the basic declaration created for you then
add the code required in the empty begin end block of the declaration:

Pascal script:

procedure CrosslOnPrintCell(Memo: TfrxMemoView;
Rowlndex, Columnlndex, Celllndex: Integer;
Rowvalues, ColumnValues, Value: Variant);

begin
if Columnlndex = 2 then
Memo.Color := clRed;
end;
C++ Script:

void CrosslOnPrintCell(
TfrxMemoView Memo,

int Rowlndex,

int Columnindex,

int Celllndex,

Variant RowValues,
Variant ColumnValues,
Variant Value)

it (Columnindex == 2) { Memo.Color = clRed; }

3
We will see the following result when the report is previewed:
1999

2 10 | 11 12 | Total
Ann 1000 1200 3300
Ben 2100 4300
Cathering 3000 6100
Den 0
Grand Total | 1000 5100 1200| 13700

To highlight a column title, create an “OnPrintColumnHeader” event handler, as
described above :

Pascal script:

procedure CrosslOnPrintColumnHeader(Memo: TfrxMemoView;
HeaderlIndexes, HeaderValues, Value: Variant);
begin
it (VarToStr(HeaderValues[0]) = "1999") and
(VarToStr(HeaderValues[1]) = "11%) then
Memo.Color := clRed;
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end;

C++ Script:

void CrosslOnPrintColumnHeader(
TfrxMemoView Memo,

Variant Headerlndexes,

Variant HeaderValues,

Variant Value)

it ((VarToStr(HeaderValues[0]) == "1999") &&
(VarToStr(HeaderValues[1]) == ""11"))
Memo.Collor = clRed;
}
}
Result would appear as follows:
19559
2 10 12 | Total
Ann 1000 1200 3300
Ben 2100 4300
Catherine 3000 6100
Den 0
Grand Total | 1000] 5100 1200| 13700

How the scripts work. The “OnPrintCell” event handler is called before printing a
cell included in the table’s body (when printing cells from the table title, either the
“OnPrintColumnHeader,” or the “OnPrintRowHeader” handler is called). At the same
time, a link to the “Text” object, which represents a table’s cell (“Memo” parameter), and
the cell’s “address” in two variants: the number of row, column and cell (the last is
relevant, if your cross-table contains multi-leveled cells) in the “Rowlndex,”
“Columnindex,” and “Cellindex” parameters respectively, are transmitted into the
“OnPrintCell” handler. The “RowValues” and the “ColumnValues” parameters are the
second variant of the “address.” The “Value” parameter is the cell’s contents.

To specify an *“address,” you can use the second variant (RowValues,
ColumnValues), since it is easier in the given case (as well as the first one (RowlIndex,
Columnlindex)). In our case, it was necessary to highlight the third column; therefore, it
would be more convenient to analyze the first variant. Since numbering of columns and
rows begins with “0,” the “Columnindex = 2” checking allows us to define the third
column. One could do it in a different way, i.e. by analyzing the required column by its
data (we need the 11th month of 1999):

Pascal script:

procedure CrosslOnPrintCell(Memo: TfrxMemoView;
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Rowlndex, Columnlndex, Celllndex: Integer;
Rowvalues, ColumnValues, Value: Variant);
begin
it (VarToStr(ColumnValues[0]) = "1999") and
(VarToStr(ColumnValues[1]) = "11%) then
Memo.Color := clRed;
end;

C++ Script:

void CrosslOnPrintCell(
TfrxMemoView Memo,

int Rowlndex,

int Columnindex,

int Celllndex,

Variant RowValues,
Variant ColumnValues,
Variant Value)

ifT ((VarToStr(ColumnValues[0]) == "1999") &&
(VarToStr(ColumnValues[1]) == "11'))
Memo.Color = clRed;
}
}

Values, which are transferred in the “RowValues” and the “ColumnValues”
parameters, are arrays of the “Variant” type with a zero base. The zero element is a value
of the highest level of the table’s title; the first one is a value of the next level, etc. In our
case, the “ColumnValues[0]” contains years, and the “ColumnValues[1]” contains
months.

Why is “VarToStr” function necessary? This guarantees absence of errors during
type conversion. When operating with the “Variant” type, FastReport attempts to
automatically cast the strings to number format, which, in its turn, can lead to an error
when attempting to cast the “Total” and “Grand Total”” columns’ values.

The “OnPrintColumnHeader” event handler is called during output of column title
cells. The set of parameters is similar to the parameters of the “OnPrintCell” handler,
although in this case the cell’s “address” (the “Headerindexes” and “HeaderValues”
parameters) is transferred in a different way. The “HeaderValues” parameter returns the
same values, as the “ColumnValues” and “RowValues” parameters in the “OnPrintCell”
handler. The “Headerindexes” parameter is also an array of values of the “Variant” type,
which contains an address of the title’s cell in a different form: the zero element is the
serial number of the highest level of the table’s title, the first one is the number of the next
level, etc. To make the principle of cells numbering clear, refer to the picture below:
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0 1 2
1] 1 2 3 4 0 1 2 3 0 1 2 3
0 1000 1100) 1200 3300|1300 1400 2700 1500) 1600 3100
1 2100) 2200 4300 2400 2400 0
2 3000{ 3100 6100 3200) 3200 0
3 0| 3999 3999| 4000 4100 8100
4 1000| 5100| 6400( 1200| 13700| 5299| 3800( 3200( 12299 4000| 5600( 1600( 11200

In our case, it is easier to analyze the “HeaderValues” value, but one can write the
following handler as well:

Pascal script:

procedure CrosslOnPrintColumnHeader(Memo: TfrxMemoView;
HeaderlIndexes, HeaderValues, Value: Variant);

begin
if (Headerlndexes[0] = 0) and (Headerlndexes[1] = 2) then
Memo.Color := clRed;
end;
C++ Script:

void CrosslOnPrintColumnHeader(
TfrxMemoView Memo,

Variant HeaderlIndexes,

Variant HeaderValues,

Variant Value)

if ((HeaderlIndexes[0] == 0) && (Headerlndexes[1] == 2)) { Memo.Color =
clRed; }
}

Adjusting rows/columns size

The user can adjust width and height of the table’s rows and columns using the
*OnCalcWidth” and “OnCalcHeight:” events’ handlers. Let us show how to increase
width of the column, which corresponds to the 11th month of 1999 by the following
example. To do this, create the “OnCalcWidth” event’s handler:

Pascal script:

procedure CrosslOnCalcWidth(Columnindex: Integer;
ColumnValues: Variant; var Width: Extended);
begin
it (VarToStr(ColumnValues[0]) = "1999") and
(VarToStr(ColumnValues[1]) = "11%) then
Width := 100;
end;
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C++ Script:

void CrosslOnCalcWidth(
int Columnindex,
variant ColumnValues,
Extended &Width)

it ((VarToStr(ColumnValues[0]) == "1999") &&
(VarToStr(ColumnvValues[1]) = "11"))
Width = 100;
}
}
And the result would appear as follows:
1999
2 10 11 12 | Total
Ann 1000 1100( 12001 3300
Ben 2100 2200 4300
Catherine 3000 3100 6100
Den 0
Grand Total | 1000 5100 6400| 1200]| 13700

In our example, to hide a column, it is enough to return the Width := 0. Note, that
the sums are not recalculated at the same time, since the matrix is already full of values at
this time.

Filling a table manually

There are two versions of the cross-table: the “DB cross-table” and the
“Cross-table.” All this time we’ve been working with the first object attached to the data
from the DB table and fills itself automatically, as soon as the report runs. Let us examine
the second object, “Cross-table.”

This object is not attached to the data from a DB. Therefore, you have to fill the
cross-table with data manually. This object possesses a similar editor, but you will have to
select the number of dimensions in the table’s titles and in its cells instead of DB fields:
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Let us demonstrate using the “Cross-table” object with an example. Put an object
on the report design page and set it as shown in the illustration above: the number of
levels in the strings’ title is “1,” in the columns’ title — “2,” in the cell — “1.” To fill the
table with data, let us use the “OnBeforePrint” object’s event handler:

PascalScript:

procedure CrosslOnBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);

begin
with Crossl do
begin
Addvalue(["Ann®], [2001, 2], [1500]);
Addvalue(["Ann®], [2001, 3], [1600]);
Addvalue(["Ann*®], [2002, 1], [1700]);
Addvalue(["Ben®], [2002, 1], [2000]);
Addvalue(["Den*], [2001, 1], [4000]);
Addvalue(["Den*], [2001, 2], [4100]);
end;
end;
C++ Script:

void CrosslOnBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)

Crossl._AddvValue(["Ann'], [2001, 2], [1500]);
Crossl._Addvalue(["Ann'], [2001, 3], [1600]);
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Crossl.AddvValue(["Ann"™], [2002, 1], [1700]);
Crossl.AddvValue(['Ben™], [2002, 1], [2000]);

Crossl.AddvValue(['Den™], [2001, 1], [4000]);
Crossl.AddvValue(['Den™], [2001, 2], [4100]);

In the handler, it is necessary to add the required data into the table via the
“TfrxCrossView.AddValue” method. This method has three parameters; each of them is
an array of values of the “Variant” type. The first parameter is the row's value, the second
one is the column’s value, and the third one contains the cells’ values. Note that the
number of values in each array should correspond to the object’s setting! In our case, the
object has one level in the rows' title, two levels in the columns’ title, and one level of
cells. Therefore, we transfer one value for rows, two values for columns, and one value for
cells into the AddValue.

When running the report, we would see the following:

2001 2002
" [ 2 | 3 |Total| 1 [Totar]|Crand Total
Ann 1500( 1600] 3100] 1700 1700 4800
Ben 0| 2000/ 2000 2000
Den | 4000|4100 8100 0 8100
Grand Total| 4000| 5600| 1600| 11200| 3700| 3700 14900

One can use the “AddValue” method for the “DB cross-table” object as well. This
allows adding the data (which are not in the data source attached to the object) into the
cross-table. Otherwise, if there are such data, they are summarized with the data in the
table.
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FastReport allows us to insert charts into the report. Let us illustrate a simple
construction of a chart using the following example. To perform this, we would need the
“country” table. The table contains data about countries, their area and population:

Name Area Population
Argentina 2777815 32 300 003
Bolivia 1098 575 7 300 000

Add the “Chart” object to the report design page:

-@‘ CheckBox object
Cross-tab object
DB Cross-kab object
OLE| OLE object

Barcode object

2= RichText object

Chart object

Set the object size (18x8 cm). To customize the object, call its editor by
double-clicking on it.
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Chart Editor

x]

iy Chart . +¢ i .
| =l
Axisvisible True - | J J | J J
BackCalor [ clseraligar
EBackiwal . (TChartwal) -
[ Boktomaxis (TizhartAxis)
[ Boktarmbtall (TiZhartiall)
ChartZDPercent 15
[ Depthaxis (TiZhartDepthAxis) | J
[HGradient (TiZhartGradient)
FlLeftdxis (TCharkdxis) | J J | J J
[ Lefth all (TiZhartially
[#Legend (TiZhartLegend) ~
Manochrorme [JFalse
[ RightAxis (TiZhartAxis)
[+ Title (TiZhartTitle)
H Tophxis (TiZhartAxis) |
Yien 3D True
[ iew3Dioptions (TWiew300pkions) |
Yie 30w alls True
Cther options
| =
I_ =]
=]
|
| =
............. = K Cancel |

The areas of the chart editor in the illustration:

1 — chart structure. A chart can contain either one or several series.

2 — object inspector, which displays the properties of the element selected in the window.
Teak the chart’s properties here.

3 — toolbar for connection the series to data; it is activated once the series in the window 1
is selected.

On the first activation, the editor window will appear as in the image shown above.
The first thing to be done is to add one or several series (one series in our example). To

perform this, click the "™ button and select the pie chart in the menu:
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'

t@ Lire

“ Area

L+ Paint

iljj_ Bar

E_ Hariz, Bar
plee |
= Gantt

{F'i{; Fast Line

There are eight different types of series available. After adding the series, the bar 3
becomes active. Here you specify, which data should be used for plotting. First of all, let
us select the data set in the “Data set” pulldown. Fill the “X values” and “Y values” fields
using their respective pulldowns:

{* Data from DB

[Dakaset

|C|:|untr';.f ﬂ

% Yalues ¥ Walues

|C|:uuntry."r'-lame" ﬂ E Counkry, " Ares"

Counkry, "Mamne"
Counkry, "Capital’
Counkry,"Continent”

" Band source

Counkry, "Population”

It is necessary to note here, that X-axis values can be of any type (string, for
example), since they are informational. However, the Y-axis values must be of numeric
type. In our case (with circle chart) the X-axis values are used for comments (legends,
labels), while only the Y-axis values are used for the chart construction.

Click “OK” to close the editor and then preview the report:
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I 2 777 815 Argenting
I 1 055 575 Balivia

1511 196 Brazil

I 2 376 147 Canada

1756 943 Chile

: [ 1 133 907 Colombia
I 114 524 Cuba

I 455 502 Ecuador
Il 20 365 Bl Salvador
I 214 969 Guyana
[ 11 424 Jamaica
I 1 967 180 Mexico
I 1359 000 Micaragua
[ 406 576 Paraguay

| United States of America | 11 235 215 Peru
Il 5 355 130 United States of America
I 176 140 Uruguay
I 512 047 Yenezuela

Yenezuela

What can be improved in this report? First of all, it would be nice to sort values in
descending order. Again, we enter the chart editor and select the series in the upper part of
the window. Now we select the required sorting mode:

Other options
Sort order |Descending ﬂ

If we previewed the report now, we would see that the data in the legend table is
sorted.

Limitation of number of chart values

Our chart looks rather crowded, since there are too many small values in the chart,
which are invisible anyway. FastReport allows limiting of the number of values displayed
in a chart by a predefined value. Thus, all the values, which do not belong to the limit set,
would be displayed as a single value, representing the sum of values, which did not fit the
chart.

In our example, the chart has 18 values, and only 8 of them can be displayed. Let
us enter the editor and set limiting:

Cther options

Sork order |Des-:enu:|ing j
TopM values 5 j
Toph caption |Other5|

The limiting will work if the “TopN” is not zero. The name in the “TopN title,”
which will be displayed opposite to the sum value, should be specified. Sorting mode is
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not significant; values will be sorted by default.

As a result, the report will look as follows:

I 2 976 147 Canada

I 5 363 130 United States of America
18511 196 Braxi

2 77T 315 Argenting

11 967 180 Mexico

[ 1 285 215 Peru

I 1 135 907 Colambia

I 1 093 575 Bolivia

I 207 990 Mpoqse

United States of America

4.2  Some useful settings

Let us examine several settings, which can be useful for setting chart appearance.
These settings can be specified in the object inspector only.

The following basic properties are available when selecting a chart in the top of the
list:
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Aisiisible False ~]|
BackColor [ clscrallear
FHBackwall (TChartially
[F BoktomAxis (TChartAxis)
[F Boktarmbtall (TChartially
Chart30Percent 15
FHDepthaxis (TChartDepthfsxis)
[HGradient (TChartGradient)
[FILeftixis (TCharkfxis)
[FILefewall (TChart\all)
[#Legend (TChartLegend)
Manachrarme [JFalse
[FIRighkauxis (TCharkfxis)
[#I Tikle (TChartTitle)
[F Tophxis (TCharkfxis)
Yie 3D True
[FWigmm3DOptions (TWigw3DOpkions)
Yie 3D alls [JFalse

- Gradient — settings for gradient background filling. Enable the “Gradient.Visible”
property for gradient displaying.

- Legend — settings for explanatory table appearance. The table can be disabled with the
help of the “Legend.Visible” property. The table position is set with the help of the
“Legend.Alignment” property.

The following properties are available when selecting a series:

- ColorEachPoint — color each value with different colors.

- ExplodeBiggest — select the largest value (only for the series of the “circle chart” type.
- Marks - settings for the explanatory hints appearance.

- ValueFormat — the line for formatting values.

Chart with specified values

In the previous example, we constructed a chart on the basis of the DB table data.
There is another way of constructing a chart: to enter the necessary data manually. This
way is convenient when constructing small charts.

Let us demonstrate how it works with a simple example. Put a chart on the report
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properties:

(* Fixed data

¥ Walues (For example, a;b;c)

design page and enter its editor. Add the series of the “column chart” type M| and set its

|Januar';.:';FeI:|ruar':.f;March;.ﬁ.pril
¥ Walues (For example, 1;2;3.5;5)

31;28;31;30

The result;

January  February  March April

W 31 January
W 23 Fehruary
M 31 March

Wl 30 April

Chart completion from Script

Let us examine the last chart completion from script. To perform this leave empty
XValues and YValues fields in chart editor. In report script write the following:

PascalScript:

begin
Chartl_SeriesData[0]-XSource
Chartl_SeriesData[0].YSource
end.

C++Script:

Chartl_SeriesData[0]-XSource
Chartl_SeriesData[0].YSource

}

"Jan;Feb;Mar;Apr=;
"31;28;31;30";

"Jan;Feb;Mar;Apr';
'"31;28;31;30";
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SeriesData[0] in this case allows us to set parameters for the first series in the
chart. If chart has several series, you can address them via SeriesData[data_number].
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Script is a program written in a higher-level language, which is a part of a report.
As a report runs, the script runs as well. A script is able to perform data handling, which
cannot be performed via regular means of the FastReport core, for example, to hide
useless data according to any predefined condition. The script is also used for controlling
properties of dialogue forms, which are the components of the report.

The script should be written using one of the languages, which are the components
of the script engine (FastScript). Currently, the following languages are supported:

- PascalScript
- C++Script

- BasicScript
- JScript

The following FastScript features available in the script engine:
- standard language set: variables, constants, procedures, functions (with nesting
capability) with variables, constants, default parameters, all standard operators (including
case, try, finally, except, with), types (integral, fractional, logical, character, line,
multidimensional arrays, set, variant), classes (with methods, events, properties, indexes,
and default properties);
- declarations of the following types absent: records, classes in the script; no records, no
pointers, no sets (however, the 'IN' - "a in ['a"..'c’,'d"]" operator usage is possible), no
shortstring type, no unconditional jump (GOTO);
- types’ compatibility checking;
- ability to access any report’s object.

You can create scripts in the FastReport designer, which contains the scripts’
editor with syntax’s highlighting. Also there is an embedded debugger, which possesses
the following functions: “Step,” “Breakpoint,” “Run to cursor,” and “Evaluate.”

Taste of script

Tools for working with the script are located in the “Code” tab of the FastReport
editor. When switching to this tab, the designer appears as follows:
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E FastReport - 1.fr3
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In the illustration above, the figures denote:

1 -*“Code” tab;

2 — script’s editor window;

3 —a dropdown for selecting a language, in which the script is to be written;
4 — debugger’s toolbar:

= - run report in debugging mode; a . perform the regular code line (Step into); @ .
interrupt script’s work; & - preview expressions’ evaluation (Evaluate).

5 — bookmarks and breakpoints are displayed in this field; in addition, the lines,
possessing the executable code are highlighted there.

Below there is the list of the keys, which can be used in the script editor.

Key Meaning
Cursor arrows Move the cursor

PageUp, PageDown Go to the previous/next page

Ctrl+PageUp Go to the beginning of the text
Ctrl+PageDown Go to the end of the text
Home Go to the beginning of the line
End Go to the end of the line
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Enter Go to the next line

Delete Delete the symbol at cursor’s position; delete the selected text
Backspace Delete the symbol to the left from the cursor

Ctrl+Y Delete the current line

Ctrl+Z Undo last action (up to 32 events)

Shift+Cursor arrows Select a text block

Ctrl+A Select the whole text

Ctrl+U Shift the selected block by 2 symbols to the left

Ctrl+l Shift the selected block by 2 symbols to the right

Ctrl+C, Ctrl+Insert

Copy the selected block to the clipboard

Ctrl+V, Shift+Insert

Paste the text from the clipboard

Ctrl+X, Shift+Delete

Cut the selected block to the clipboard

Ctrl+Shift+<number>

Set a bookmark with the 0..9 number on the current line

Ctrl+<number>

Jump to the set bookmark

Ctrl+F Search a line

Ctrl+R Replace a line

F3 Repeated search/replacement from the cursor’s position
F4 or F5 Set the breakpoint and script’s running (Run to cursor)
Ctrl+F2 Reset the program

Ctrl+F7 Preview variables’ values (Evaluate)

F9 Run the script (Run)

F7 or F8 Execute code line (Step into)

Structure of a script

Script’s structure depends on the language you use; however there are some
common elements. They are the script’s title, body, and the main procedure, which will be
executed when the report runs. Below there are examples of the scripts for all four
supported languages:

PascalScript’s structure:

#language PascalScript // optional
program MyProgram; // optional

// the “uses” chapter should be located before any other chapter
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uses "unitl.pas”,

var
i, j: Integer;
const

pi = 3.14159;

procedure pl;
var
i: Integer;

procedure p2;
begin
end;

begin
end;

begin
end.

C++Script’s structure:

#language C++Script

// the “include” chapter should be placed before any other chapter

"unit2._pas”;

107

// the “variables” chapter can be placed anywhere

// ‘“‘constants” chapter

// procedures and functions

// nested procedure

// main procedure.

// optional

#include "unitl.cpp™, "unit2.cpp"

int i, j = 0;

// the “variables” chapter can be placed anywhere

#DEFINE pi = 3.14159 // *constants” chapter

void p1()

T

JScript’s structure:

#language JScript

// functions
// no nested procedures

// main procedure.

// optionally

// the “import” chapter should be before any other chapter

import "unitl.js",

var i, j = 0;
anywhere

function p1Q)

}

"unit2._js”

// the “variables” chapter can be located

// functions
//

// main procedure.
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P1O; ) ) )
for (i = 0; 1 < 10; i++) j++;

BasicScript’s structure:

#language BasicScript optionally

" the “imports” chapter should be located before Any other chapter
imports "unitl.vb", "unit2_vb"

Dimi, J =0 " the “variables” chapter can be placed anywhere
Function p1(Q) " functions
h i
" main procedure.
For 1 = 0 To 10
P1O
Next

Later, we will examine examples of scripts written in “PascalScript” language.
When a new report is created, this language is selected by default.

"Hello, World!" script

We have already examined an example of the "Hello, World!" report; now let us
view, how to create a simple script, which would display a window with a greeting.

Enter the designer and click on the “New report” button for FastReport to
automatically create a blank template. Switch to the "Code" page tab and write the
following script:

PascalScript:
begin

ShowMessage("Hello, World!");
end.

C++ Script:

ShowMessage(*'Hello, World!'");
}

After that, run the report. As we expected, FastReport displays a little window
with a greeting:
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Frdemo

Hello, World!

Let us explain some details. We created a script consisting of a single “begin..end”
block. Thus, our script has a very simple structure; it consists of a main procedure only
(see the “Structure of a script” in this chapter). The main procedure is executed as soon as
the report runs. In this case, it displayed a greeting window; the procedure ends right after
the window is closed. After the main procedure is finished, report building starts.

Using objects in the script

One can address any report’s object from the script. So, if there are, for example,
the “Pagel” page and the “Memo1” object, one can use them in the script, calling them by
names, for example:

PascalScript:

Memol.Color := clRed
C++Script:
Memol.Color = clRed

The list of the report’s objects available from the script is displayed in the “Report
tree” service window. What objects’ properties are available in the script? The answer is
simple: those ones, which are visible in the object’ inspector. At the same time, at the
bottom of the inspector, there is a hint concerning the selected property. Both windows
(report’s tree and inspector) are available during working with the script. To get a detailed
help about objects’ properties and methods, use the FastReport help file, which is included
in distribution Kit.

A simple example. Put a “Text” object with the “MyTextObject” name and the
“Test” text on the report’s design page. Then write in the script:

PascalScript:

begin
MyTextObject.Color := clRed
end.

C++Script:
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MyTextObject.Color = clRed

Run the report and see that our object’s color became red.

Calling the variables from the report’s variables list

One can call any variable, which is specified in the list of the report’s variables
(“Report|Variables..." menu item), from the script. Variable’s name should be enclosed in
angle brackets:

PascalScript:

if <my variable> = 10 then ...

C++ Script:

if (<my variable> == 10) { ... }
An alternative way is to use the “Get” function:

PascalScript:

if Get("my variable®) = 10 then ...

C++ Script:

it (Get("my variable™) == 10) { ... }
Modification of such variable’s value is available only via the “Set” procedure:

PascalScript:

Set("my variable®, 10);

C++ Script:

Set("my variable"™, 10);

One should address the system variables, such as “Page#,” in exactly the same
way:

PascalScript:

if <Page#> = 1 then ...
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C++ Script:

if (<Page#> == 1) { ... }

5.6 Calling the DB fields

Just as with variables, one should use angle brackets for calling the DB fields:

PascalScript:

if <Tablel."Fieldl"> = Null then...

C++ Script:

if (<Tablel."Fieldl"> == Null) { ... }

And just as well, one can use the “Get” function (as a matter of fact, this function
is always used in implicit way for calculating expressions, enclosed in angle brackets).

5.7 Using aggregate functions in the script

An idiosyncrasy of an aggregate function is that it should be used inside the “Text”
object; one can call it in the script after it is used. If an aggregate function is used in the
script only, (without using it in the “Text” object), an error message will appear. That
happens due to the fact that an aggregate function must be connected with a definite band,
and only then will it work correctly.

5.8 Displaying the variable’s value in a report

To display the contents of any script variable in a report, one should describe this
variable and bind a value to it. Here is a simple example of a script variable:

PascalScript:

var

MyVariable: String;
begin

MyVariable := "Hello!";
end.

C++ Script:

string MyVariable;
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MyVariable = "Hello!";

The variable’s value can be displayed in the “Text” object, for example, by placing
the [MyVariable] text into it.

A variable’s name should be unique, which means that it should not coincide with
the names of the report’s objects, standard functions, and constants. If there is an error in
the script, a message will be displayed, and report construction process will be stopped.

Events

So far we have examined scripts with only one main procedure, which is
performed when a report starts running. In the main procedure, one can perform any initial
settings, initialize variables. However, this is not enough for total control over the process
of report's forming. To control a report as much as possible, every report object has
several events, to which a handler (i.e. a procedure from the script) may be assigned. For
example, in the handler, connected to the data-band, one can perform records' filtering,
which means that the band will be hidden or displayed according to any specified
conditions.

Let us demonstrate the process of creation of a report and of events, which are
generated during it, with the example of a simple report, which contains one page, one
"Master data™ band, and two "Text" objects on the band:

:Custnmers."liinmpany" : :Custnmers."ﬁ\ddﬂ :

As stated previously, the main script's procedure is called in the very beginning of
a report. After that, the essential process of report construction starts. In the beginning of
the report, the “OnStartReport” event of the "Report™ object is called. Before the page is
being formed, the “OnBeforePrint” page event is called. This event is called once for each
design page of the report's template (it should not be confused with the output pages of a
report!). In our case, the event is called once, as the report's design consists of one design

page.

Then output of data-bands begins, in the following order:
1. the band's “OnBeforePrint” event is called;
2. the “OnBeforePrint” events of all the objects, belonging to the band, are called,;
3. all the objects are filled with data (in our case with values of the “Company” and
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5.10

“Addrl" DB fields); after that, the “OnAfterData” events of all the objects are called,;

4. such actions as positioning of objects on the band (if there are stretchable objects
among them), calculating of the band's height, and stretching (if it is stretchable) are
performed,

5. the band's “OnAfterCalcHeight” event is called;

6. a new output page is formed, if the band does not find room in white space of the page;
7. the band and all of its objects are displayed on the report’s output page;

8. the “OnAfterPrint” event of all the band's objects is called;

9. the “OnAfterPrint” event of the band itself is called.

Bands are printed as long as there are data in the source connected to the band.
After that, forming of a report stops; the “OnAfterPrint” report's page events and, finally,
the “OnStopReport” event of the "Report"” object are called.

Thus, by using events of different objects, one can manage practically every
moment of report's formation process. A key to using events is a thorough understanding
of the bands' output process, discussed in the next nine sections. Most of the actions can
be performed using the band's “OnBeforePrint” event only; any modifications made to an
object are displayed immediately. However, in this event it is impossible to analyze, in
which page the band will be printed, if it is stretchable, since calculation of band's height
will be performed in the step 4. This can be performed either by the “OnAfterCalcHeight”
event in the step 5, or the “OnAfterPrint” event in step 8, but in the latter event a band will
already have been output so any modification of objects will not have any effect.

One should clearly understand “where and when” bands are output and the timing
(firing order) of each of their events, as well as those of objects contained in the band.

Example of using the “OnBeforePrint” event

To demonstrate create a report, which represents the list of clients. This report will
include only those companies, whose names begin with the letter “A.”

Enter the report’s editor and create a report of the following type:

Lustomers."Company® | Lustomers "Contact”  Customers."Phone”

Select the data-band and switch to the “Events” page tab in the objects’ inspector:
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|
MasterDatal: TFrxMasterData ﬂ

Properties Ewents

OnAfter CalcHeigh
CnAfterPrink
CnBeforePrint
Cniaster Dekail

To create the “OnBeforePrint” event’s handler (this is exactly what would be most
appropriate to us), double-click on the blank field to the right of the event’s name:

|
|MasterData1: TfrxMasterData ﬂ
Froperties Ewents l
CnAfterCalcHeigh
OnafterPrink
OnBeforePrint  ERLgEE iald= alaln ﬂ

CniaskerDekail

At the same time, a blank handler is added to the script’s text, and the designer
switches to the “Code” page.

procedure MasterDatalonBeforePrint (Sender: TLfrxComponent):
hegin

end;
hegin

end.

The only thing we should do after that is to write the following code in the handler
’s bodly:

PascalScript:

it Copy(<Customers."Company">, 1, 1) = "A" then

MasterDatal.Visible := True else
MasterDatal.Visible := False;

C++Script:

iT (Copy(<Customers.''Company'>, 1, 1) == "A")
MasterDatal.Visible = true;

else

MasterDatal.Visible = false;
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Run the report and make sure, that the script works correctly:

Action Club Michael Spurling 813-870-0239
Action Diver Supply Marianne Miles 22-44-500211
Adventure Undersea Gloria Ganzales 011-34-09054
American SCLBA Supply Lynn Cinciripini 213-654-0092
Aguatic Drama Gillian Owen B613-442-7654

Let us explain several details. You can assign one handler to several events of
different objects at once; in this case the “Sender” parameter defines the object, which has
initiated the event. To assign a name of the already existing handler to the event, one can
either enter it manually in the objects’ inspector, or select it in the pulldown:

1%
IMemul: TFrxMemotisw j
Properties Eventsl
CnAfterData
CnAfterPrint
CnEefarePrint -

tMasterDiatal CnBeforePrink

The link to the handler can be easily deleted. To do that, select a required property
and click the “Delete” key.

Printing the group’s sum total in the group’s header

This quite often-used method requires use of scripts because total value in an
ordinary report becomes available only after all group's records are handled. To display a
sum in the group's header (before the group is handled), the following algorithm is used:

- the two-pass option of the report is turned on ("Report|Options..." menu item);

- in the first pass, the sum of each group is calculated and saved in an array;

- in the second pass, the values are extracted from the array and typed in the group's
header.

Let us show, two ways of how this task may be accomplished. Create new report.
Put the "ADO Query" component to the page and set its properties:

SQL =
select * from customer, orders
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where orders.CustNo = customer.CustNo
order by customer.CustNo, orders.OrderNo
UserName = 'Group'

Enable the double pass in report's settings (the "Report|Options..." menu item).
Add two bands to the report: "Group header" and "Master data.”" In the "Group header"
band's editor, specify the condition (“Group.CustNo” data field). Connect the data-band to
the “Group” data source, and then arrange objects in the following way:

GroupHeader: GroupHeader1 i

Group "OrderMo®  Group“saleDate” GroupltemsTotal”)

GroupFooter: GroupFookerl

[SUM[::Grnup."ltemSTntaI":=,MasterData1]|]J'

L

For entering sum value, we use the selected object in the picture (in our example
its name is “Memo8”).

The first way.

We use the “TStringList" class as an array for sums' storage. We will store
numeric values as strings. At the same time, the first line in the list corresponds to the
value of the first group, etc. The integer-valued variable (which we will augment after
printing the next group) is used for calculating the group's number.

Thus, our script will look as follows:

PascalScript:

var
List: TStringList;
i: Integer;

procedure frReportlOnStartReport(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin

List := TStringList.Create;
end;

procedure frReportlOnStopReport(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin

List.Free;
end;

procedure PagelOnBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin
i = 0;
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end;

procedure GroupHeaderlOnBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin
iT Engine.FinalPass then
Memo8.Text :-= "Sum: " + List[i];
end;

procedure GroupFooterlOnBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin
iT not Engine.FinalPass then
List.Add(FloatToStr(SUM(<Group."ltemsTotal'>,MasterDatal)));

Inc(i);
end;
begin

end.

C++ Script:

TStringList List;
int i;

void frReportlOnStartReport(TfrxComponent Sender)

List = TStringList.Create();
}

void frReportlOnStopReport(TfrxComponent Sender)

List.Free();

void PagelOnBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)
{

1 = 0;
}

void GroupHeaderlOnBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)
it (Engine.FinalPass)
Memo8.Text = "Sum: " + List[i];
}
void GroupFooterlOnBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)

List_Add(FloatToStr(SUM(<Group."ltemsTotal'>,MasterDatal)));
i++;

Looking at the names of the procedures, you can easily find out the events we have
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used. They are: “Report.OnStartReport,” “Report.OnStopReport,”
“Pagel.OnBeforePrint,” “GroupHeaderl.0OnBeforePrint,” and
“GroupFooterl.0OnBeforePrint.” As for the first two events, they are called, as it was said,
in the beginning and in the end of the report respectively. To create handlers for these
events, one should select the "Report" object in the "Report tree” window; its properties
will appear in the objects' inspector. After that, we would switch to the inspector's
"Events" page tab and create the handlers.

Why didn't we use the main procedure for creation of the “List” list in the
“OnStartReport” event? That is because the created object should be cleared after a report
is finished. This is logical to create objects in the “OnStartReport” event and clear them
via the “OnStopReport.” In other cases (when memory does not need to be emptied) one
can use the main procedure for initialization of variables.

Everything concerning creation and clearing of the “List” object seems to be quite
obvious. Now let us examine the work of the script. In the beginning of the page, the
counter of the current group (the “i”” variable) is reset to “0” and increments after printing
each group (in the “GroupFooterl.OnBeforePrint” event). The calculated sum's value is
added to the list in this event. The “GroupHeaderl.0OnBeforePrint” event does not trigger
during the first pass (the “Engine.FinalPass” verification). During the second pass (when
the “List” list is filled with values), the value, which corresponds to the current group is
retrieved in this event, and it is output to the “Memo8” object's text, which displays the
sum total in the group title. In a finished report, it appears as follows:

1221 Kauai Dive Shoppe =um: 51450 8
1023 01.07.88 4 B74 .00
1076 16.12.94 17 781,00
123 24.08.93 13 94500
1169 05.07.94 9 471 95
176 26.07.94 4 178,85
1269 16.12.94 1 400,00

51 45080

As we can see, the algorithm is rather simple. Nevertheless, it can be simplified.
The second way.

We use the list of report's variables as an array for sums' storage. As we remember,
reference to such objects is performed via the “Get” and “Set” functions. This saves us

from having to create extra objects and to free them. Our script will look as follows:

PascalScript:

procedure GroupHeaderlOnBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin
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iT Engine.FinalPass then
Memo8.Text := "Sum: " + Get(<Group.'CustNo'>);
end;

procedure GroupFooterlOnBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin

Set(<Group."CustNo">,
FloatToStr(SUM(<Group."ltemsTotal>,MasterDatal)));
end;

begin

end.

C++ Script:

void GroupHeaderlOnBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)

it (Engine.FinalPass)
Memo8.Text = "Sum:" + Get(<Group.'CustNo'>);
}

void GroupFooterlOnBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)

Set(<Group."CustNo'>,
FloatToStr(SUM(<Group."ltemsTotal'>,MasterDatal)));

As you can see, the script was rather simplified. A code in the
“GroupFooterl.OnBeforePrint” handler sets a variable's value with a name similar to the
client's number (one can use any identifier, which unambiguously identifies the client, for
example, his name <Group."Company">). If there is no such variable, it would be created,;
if there is, its value would be changed. In the “GroupHeaderl.OnBeforePrint” handler, a
variable's value with the number of the current group is computed.

5.12 “OnAfterData” event

This event is generated after the report's object is filled with the data, to which it is
connected. Use this event for analyzing either a DB field value, or an expression contained
in the object. The fact is that this value is placed to the “Value” service variable, the value
of which is available in this event only. So, having two "Text" objects with the
[Tablel."Field1"] and [<Table2."Field1"> + 10] contents, one could analyze the value of
these expressions referring to the “Value” variable:

PascalScript:
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iT Value > 3000 then
Memol.Color := clRed

C++ Script:

it (value > 3000)
Memol.Color = clRed;

instead of writing something like this:

PascalScript:

if <Tablel."Fieldl'> > 3000 then
Memol.Color := clRed

C++ Script:

it (<Tablel."Fieldl™> > 3000)
Memol.Color = clRed;

The use of “Value” instead of an expression provides you with a possibility to
write one multipurpose handler of the “OnAfterData” event, and to connect it to several
objects.

One more thing is to be noted. If there are several expressions in an object (for
example, [exprl] [expr2]) a value of the last expression is transferred to the “Value”
variable.

5.13 Service objects

In addition to the objects included in the report (pages, bands, "Text" and other
objects), some service objects are available in the script, which may be of some use when
managing report's construction. The “Engine” object, which we used in the previous
chapter, refers to this kind of objects. The list of service objects is given below:

- Report - the "Report” object;
- Engine - the link to the report's slider;
- Outline - the link to the "Report tree” control element in a preview window.

Let us examine each of these objects.
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5.13.1 “Report” object

It represents a link to the current report. The property of this object can be seen
when selecting the "Report” element in the "Report tree” window.

Methods:

Meth

od

Description

String): Variant

function  Calc(const  Expr:

Returns the “Expr” expression's value, for example,
Report.Calc('1+2") returns “3.” Any expression, which
is correct in terms of FastReport's, can be transferred
as an expression.

function GetDataSet(const
Alias: String): TfrxDataSet

Returns a data set with a specified name. The data set
should be included into the list of the report's data
("Report|Data..." dialogue).

5.13.2 “Engine” object

This is the most useful and interesting object, it represents a link to the engine
(FastReport’s core, which manages report construction). By using the engine’s properties
and methods one can construct really exotic report design layouts.

The methods and properties of this object.

Property Type Description

CurColumn Integer The number of the current column in a
multi-columned report. A value can be bound to this
property.

CurX Extended The current shift of the coordinates on the X-axis. A
value can be bound to this property.

CurY Extended The current shift of the coordinates on the Y-axis. A
value can be bound to this property.

DoublePass Boolean Equal to “True,” if the report is a two-pass one.
Analogous to Report.EngineOptions.DoublePass.

FinalPass Boolean Equal to “True,” if the last pass of the two-pass report
is performed.

PageHeight Extended Printable region’s height, in pixels.

PageWidth Extended Printable region’s width, in pixels.
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StartDate TDateTime Time of report running. A counterpart of the <Date>
system variable.

StartTime TDateTime Time of report running. A counterpart of the <Time>
system variable.

TotalPages Integer A number of pages in a report. A counterpart of the <
TotalPages> system variable. The report should be a
two-pass one, so that this variable can be used.

Methods:

Method Description

procedure AddAnchor (const
Text: String)

Adds “anchor” to the list of anchors. See more below.

procedure NewColumn

Creates a new column in a multicolumn report. After
the last column, page break is automatically inserted.

procedure NewPage

Creates a new page (page break).

procedure ShowBand(Band:
TfrxBand)

Displays a band with a specified name. After
displaying a band, the “CurY” position is
automatically shifted.

function FreeSpace: Extended

Returns height value of white space left on a page, in
pixels.

function GetAnchorPage(const
Text: String): Integer

Returns the number of the page, in which the specified
anchor is placed.
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5.13.3 "Outline" object

This object represents the "Report tree™ control element in a preview window.

SzEdnd BEEB

= Action Club -
1014
1029
103s
1129
=|- Action Diver Supply
1039
—|- Adventure Undersea
1017
1037
1074
1099
1117

This element displays a treelike structure of a finished report. When clicking on
any tree node, there is a jump to the page connected to this node. To display the tree, you

should either enable it by clicking the |7E button in the toolbar of the preview window, or
specify it with the help of the “Report.PreviewOptions.OutlineVisible=True” property.
The control element's width in pixels can be specified there as well:
Report.PreviewOptions.OutlineWidth.

Let us examine this object's methods.

Method Description

procedure Addltem(const Text: | Adds an element with the “Text” name to the current
String) tree position. The current report’s page and the current
position on the page are associated with the element.

procedure LevelRoot Shifts the current position in the tree to the root level.

procedure LevelUp Shifts the current position in the tree on one level up.
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5.14

Using the “Engine” object

We have already stated that the “Engine” object represents the report's engine,
which manages report's construction. By using the engine's properties and methods, one
can manage the process of band(s)s arrangement on a page. First some theory.

The picture below displays the report's page and properties' names, which return
different dimensions.

FreeSpace
PageHeight
PaperHeight

PageFoater

PageWidth
+—— PaperWidth————}

The page has the “PaperWidth” and “PaperHeight” physical dimensions. These
dimensions correspond to page's properties of the same name that are visible in the
objects' inspector when selecting a page. So, size of an A4-format page would be
210x297mm.

The “PageWidth” and “PageHeight” parameters define the dimensions of a
printable region, which is usually less than physical dimensions of a page. The size of
printable region is defined by the page's fields, which depend on such report page
properties as “LeftMargin,” “TopMargin,” “RightMargin,” “BottomMargin.” The
printable region’s size in pixels is returned by the *“Engine.PageWidth” and
“Engine.PageHeight” properties.

Finally, the “FreeSpace” parameter defines the height of free space on a page. If
there is a "Page Footer" band on the page, its height is taken into account when calculating
FreeSpace. This parameter is returned in pixels by the “Engine.FreeSpace” function. Note
that after displaying the next band, free space reduces on a page, and this is what is
considered during calculating FreeSpace.

How do ready report's pages form? The FastReport core produces bands on the
page as long as there is enough free space. When there is no free space left the “Page
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Footer" band is printed (if available) and a new blank page is formed. As it was already
said, after displaying the next band, the height of free space reduces. Moreover, displaying
of a next band begins from the current position, which is defined by coordinates on X-axis
and Y-axis. This position returns in the “Engine.CurX” and “Engine.CurY” properties
respectively. After printing the next band, the CurY position automatically increases by
height value of the printed band. After a new page is formed, the “CurY” position is equal
to “0.” The “CurX” position is modified when printing multi-column reports.

The “Engine.CurX” and “Engine.CurY” properties are available not only for
reading, but also for writing. That means that bands can be shifted manually by using one
of the appropriate events. For example, when you have a report that resembles the
illustration below.

Lustomers."Company” L Fustomers "Contact” | Customers."Phone”

it can be printed in the following way:

Action Club Michael Spurling 813-870-0239
Action Diver Supply Marianne Miles 22-44-500211
Adventure Undersea Gloria Gonzales 011-34-09054
American SCLEBA Supply Lynn Cinciripini 213-654-0092
Aguatic Drama Gillian Owen B513-442-7654
Blue Glass Happiness Christine Taylar 213-555-1984

This is a result of the script assigned to the band's “OnBeforePrint” event:

PascalScript:

procedure MasterDatalOnBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin

Engine.CurX := Engine.CurX + 5;
end;

C++ Script:

void MasterDatalOnBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)

Engine.CurX = Engine.CurX + 5;

}

Manipulation of the “CurY” property allows, for example, to print bands in splice:
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The corresponding script:

PascalScript:

procedure MasterDatalOnBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin

Engine.CurY := Engine.CurY - 15;
end;

C++ Script:

void MasterDatalOnBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)

Engine.CurY = Engine.CurY - 15;
}

The “Engine.NewPage” method allows page breaks at any required place of a
report. At the same time, printing continues from a new output page. In our example one
can insert a break after printing the second record:

PascalScript:

procedure MasterDatalOnAfterPrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin
if <Line> = 2 then
Engine._NewPage;
end;

C++ Script:

void MasterDatalOnAfterPrint(TfrxComponent Sender)

ifT (<Line> == 2)
Engine._NewPage();
}

Note, that we used the “OnAfterPrint” event (that is to say, after the band is
already printed). Note the fact that the “Line” service variable returns the sequence
number of the record.

The “Engine.NewColumn” method breaks a column in multi-columned reports. As
soon as there is no column left, this method creates a new page
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5.15

Anchors

Anchor is one of the elements of the hyperlink system, which allows one to jump
to any element, connected to the finished report’s object by clicking on it (in the preview
window).

Anchor is a special tip, which is set via the “Engine.AddAnchor” method. Anchor
has a name, which corresponds with the page number position of the page. To jump to an
anchor with a specified name, put the following line into the URL property of any report's
object:

#AnchorName
or
#[AnchorName]

In the latter case, FastReport will substitute a value for the expression.

Clicking on this object executes a jump to the part of the report, where the anchor
was added.

Use anchors when constructing the "Contents™ chapter, for example with links to
corresponding chapters. Let us illustrate this by the following example. To perform this,
we need the familiar “Customer” table.

Our report will be a multipage one (with two design pages). We will place the
"Contents" chapter on the first page, and the list of clients on the second one. Clicking on
the content line executes jumping to a corresponding report's element.

The first design page:

ReportTitle: ReportTitle1

" Table of contents _

pid

Customers "Company”

Let us place the following text in the URL property of the "Text" object, which
belongs to the data-band

#[Customers."Company"]

and set the font’s properties: to blue color and underlining to simulate a hyperlink’s
appearance.
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The second design page:
ReportTitle: ReportTitlez
Customers
PageHeader: PageHeader1
F[Iompany 1 :ﬂlddress -' IrCcmtam -' IrPhone
Lustomers."Company” JCustomers."Addr!” JCustomers . "Contact”  Customers."P
To add an anchor, let us create the “MasterData2.0OnBeforePrint” event handler
in the band’s script:
PascalScript:
procedure MasterData20nBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin
Engine.AddAnchor (<Customers. " Company''>);
end;
C++ Script:
void MasterData20nBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)
Engine.AddAnchor(<Customers.""Company'>);
That is all we needed. Preview the report, to make sure that our “hyperlinks” work.
The last thing to be mentioned is the “Engine.GetAnchorPage” function. This
function returns the number of the page, where the corresponding anchor was added. This
function is useful when creating the “Contents” chapter as well. A report must be a
two-pass one; otherwise this function cannot be used.
5.16 Using the “Outline” object

The “Outline” object, as previously stated, represents a report’s tree, which can be
displayed in a preview window. Clicking on a tree’s element executes jumping to the
report’s output page, which is associated to the tree’s element. It is not necessary to use
the script for operating with the “Outline,” since some bands have a mechanism, which
enables automatic forming of a tree. Let us examine two examples of how the “Outline”
can be used with the help of bands and the script.
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Almost all bands have the “OutlineText” property, into which a text expression
can be entered and this in turn helps to automatically create a tree. The expression will be
calculated when forming a report, and its value will be added to the tree when printing the
band. Thus, elemental hierarchy in the tree is similar to the bands’ hierarchy in a report.
That means, that in the tree there will be main and subordinate elements, corresponding to
main and subordinate bands in a report (a report with two levels of data or with groups can
exemplify the point). We will illustrate operating with a tree using our previous example
of the report with groups..

GroupHeader: GroupHeader1 Group, "Cuskio"

Group."OrderMo”  Group."SaleDate”

Specify a value for the *“GroupHeaderl.OutlineText” band’s property as
“<Group."Company">.” To make the tree be displayed automatically as soon as the
preview window opens, one should set the “Report.PreviewOptions.OutlineVisible”
property = True”. When previewing the report, you would see the following:

@ﬂIEEIIEmD% g e 4 s

[=]- Report =
- K.auai Dive shoppe
- Lnisca 25.05.88
- Sighk Diver
- Cayman Divers Warld Unlimitec U707 .58
- Taom Sawyer Diving Centre 03.10.93
- Blue Jack Agqua Center 16.11 94
- WIP Divers Club
- Dcean Paradise 26.01.95

- Marmiat Divers Clab

- The Depth Charge 020k, 33
- Blue Spaorts 13 08 68
Malf:ai SCUES Club 11.05.59
- fction Club

01.06.839

& lamnaica SCLEA Centre

Clicking on any element of the tree executes jumping to the corresponding report’s
page, and, as a result, the selected element occurs at the top of the window.

Let us add the second Ilevel to the report’s tree. Just set the
“MasterData.OutlineText” band’s property as “<Group.”OrderNo™>.” Thus, the tree will
look as follows:
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SEEHh BEEB

[=- Report -
=1 K.auai Dive Shoppe

- 1023

- 1076

- 1123

- 1169

- 1176

- 1269

[=]- Unisco

- 1060

- 1073

- 1102

- 1160

- 1173

As you might notice, the navigation even in the orders’ numbers is possible, and
hierarchy of the tree’s elements resembles the report’s hierarchy.

Now we will create a similar tree using script code without using the
“OutlineText” property. In our report, clear the “OutlineText” properties of both bands
and create two event’s handlers:  “GroupHeaderl.OnBeforePrint”  and
“MasterDatal.OnBeforePrint”:

PascalScript:

procedure GroupHeaderlOnBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin

Outline.LevelRoot;

Outline._Addltem(<Group.''Company'>);
end;

procedure MasterDatalOnBeforePrint(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin
Outline._Addltem(<Group.'OrderNo'>);
Outline.LevelUp;
end;
begin

end.

C++ Script:

void GroupHeaderlOnBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)

Outline.LevelRoot;
Outline._Addltem(<Group.'Company'>);
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}

void MasterDatalOnBeforePrint(TfrxComponent Sender)

Outline_Addltem(<Group.'OrderNo'>);
Outline.LevelUp;

Preview the report, to make sure that it works in the same way as the previous
report, where the tree was formed automatically. Let us examine, how a tree is formed.

The “Outline.AddIltem” method adds a child block to the current tree block, and
then makes the child block a current one. Thus, if “Addltem” were called several times in
a row, we would obtain a “ladder” as shown below:

Iteml
Item2
Item3

The “LevelUp” and “LevelRoot” Outline methods are used for controlling the
current element. The first one moves the cursor to the element, which is located on a
higher level. Thus, the script

Outline_Addlitem("1teml*);
Outline_Addlitem("1tem2%);
Outline_Addltem("1tem3%)
Outline.LevelUp;
Outline_Addlitem("1tem4*);

constructs a tree like this

Iteml
Item2
Item3
Item4

This means, that “ltem4” will be a child element in relation to the “ltem2”
element. The “LevelRoot” method shifts the current element to the root of the tree. For
example, the script

Outline_Addlitem("1teml*);
Outline_Addlitem("1tem2%);
Outline_Addltem("1tem3%)
Outline.LevelRoot;
Outline_Addlitem("1tem4*);
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constructs a tree, like the one below

Iteml
Item2
Item3
Item4

Thanks to these explanations, it becomes clear, how our report works. Every time
when outputting a group title, the root of the tree becomes the current element, where a
company’s name is added. After that, the list of orders is output, and each order is added
as a child element of the company. To make the number of orders located on one level,
not display as a “ladder”, the transition to the upper level via the “Outline.LevelUp”
method is performed in the script.

“OnManualBuild” page’s event

The FastReport core is usually responsible for report construction. It displays a
report’s bands in a definite order, as many times, as there are data, thus forming a finished
report. Sometimes it is necessary to display a report in a non-standard form, which the
FastReport core is unable to create. In this case, one can use the ability to construct a
report manually via the “OnManualBuild” event, of the report’s design page. If the
handler of this event were defined, then when forming an output page the FastReport core
would transfer control to it. At the same time, the report’s core automatically displays the
bands located in the page, such as "Report title,” "Page title,” "Column title,” "Report
footer,” "Page footer,” "Column footer,” and "Background.” The core also handles the
process of forming of new pages and columns. The task of the “OnManualBuild” event’s
handler is to display data bands and their titles and footers in a definite order.

That is to say, the “OnManualBuild” handler’s essence is to give a command for
displaying particular bands to the FastReport’s core. The core will do the rest itself: it will
form a new page, as soon as there is no free space on the current one; handle the scripts
attached to events; etc.

Let us demonstrate a handler with a simple example. In the report, there are two
master data bands, which are not connected to data:

© 1998-2006 FastReports Inc.



Script 133

ReportTitle: ReportTitlel

:ﬂnManualB uild test :

hMasterDatal ‘
MasterDats? ‘

PageFooker: FageFooker1

The handler will display these bands in alternate order (six times for each one).
After six bands are created, a small gap will be inserted.

PascalScript:

procedure PagelOnManualBuild(Sender: TfrxComponent);

var
i: Integer;
begin
for i := 1 to 6 do
begin
{ BbiBOgMM 63HAH Apyr 3a gpyrom }
Engine.ShowBand(MasterDatal);
Engine.ShowBand(MasterData?);
{ nenaem HebO/MbWOW NPOMEXYTOK }
if 1 = 3 then
Engine.CurY := Engine.CurY + 10;
end;
end;
C++ Script:

void PagelOnManualBuild(TfrxComponent Sender)
{

int i;

for (i = 1; 1 <= 6; i++)

{
// BbiBOAMM G3HAbL APYr 3a APYrom
Engine.ShowBand(MasterDatal);
Engine.ShowBand(MasterData?);
// penaem HebOMbLOW MPOMEXYTOK
it (i == 3)

Engine.CurY = Engine.CurY + 10;
}
}
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OnManualB uild test

MasterDatal
MasterDatal
MasterDatal
MasterDataz
hasterDatal
MasterDataz

hasterDatal
MasterDataz
MasterDatal
MasterDataz
hasterDatal
hasterData?

The following example displays two bands’ groups next to each other.

PascalScript:

procedure PagelOnManualBuild(Sender: TfrxComponent);
var

i, j: Integer;

SaveY: Extended;

begin
SaveY := Engine.CurY;
for j :=1 to 2 do
begin
for 1 := 1 to 6 do
begin

Engine.ShowBand(MasterDatal);

Engine.ShowBand(MasterData?);

if 1 = 3 then

Engine.CurY := Engine.CurY + 10;
end;
Engine.CurY :
Engine.CurX :
end;
end;

SaveyY;
Engine.CurX + 200;

C++Script:

void PagelOnManualBuild(TfrxComponent Sender)
{

int i, j;
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Extended SaveY;

for (i = 1; 1 <= 6; i++)

Engine.ShowBand(MasterDatal);
Engine.ShowBand(MasterData?);
it (i == 3)
Engine.CurY = Engine.CurY + 10;
}

Engine.Cur

Y SaveyY;
Engine.CurX

Engine.CurX + 200;

}
}

OnManualB uild test
hasterDatal
MasterDataZ
MasterDatal
MasterDataZ
hasterDatal
hasterData?

hasterDatal
MasterDataz
MasterDatal
MasterDatal
hasterDatal
hasterData?

hastarDatal
MasterDataZ
MasterDatal
MasterDatal
hasterDatal
hasterDatal

hasterDatal
MasterDataZ
MasterDatal
MasterDataZ
hasterDatal
hasterDatal

As you can see, in these examples we controlled output of data-bands only. All the
rest bands (for example, in our case, it was “Report title”) were printed automatically.

Finally, we will demonstrate, how to construct a report of the “List of clients” type
(we have constructed it several times in this manual) using the “OnManualBuild” event. In
our example, connect the data-band to the data source.
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ReportTitle: Bandl
Customers

PageHeader: Bandz

F[Iompany 1 IrContact 1 Ithone

Customers. "Company” _Customers."Contact”  Customers."FPh |

PageFooter: Band3

L

Event’s script is the following:

PascalScript:

procedure PagelOnManualBuild(Sender: TfrxComponent);
var
DataSet: TfrxDataSet;
begin
DataSet := MasterDatal.DataSet;
DataSet.First;
while not DataSet.Eof do
begin
Engine.ShowBand(MasterDatal);
DataSet.Next;
end;
end;

C++Script:

void PagelOnManualBuild(TfrxComponent Sender)

{
TfrxDataSet DataSet;

DataSet = MasterDatal.DataSet;
DataSet.First();
while (!DataSet.Eof)

Engine.ShowBand(MasterDatal);
DataSet.Next();

}
}

Preview the report, to make sure that the result of the script’s work does not differ
from a standard report. Note how we got a link to the Dataset; in our example we
connected a band to the data source, and used the script code
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5.18

DataSet := MasterDatal.DataSet;

line to return a link to the data source. If a band is not connected to the source, the link to
the required source can be achieved in the following way:

DataSet := Report.GetDataSet("Customers®);

Creation of objects in the script

One can add new objects into a report by using the script. Let us demonstrate with
a simple example, how it is performed. Create a blank report, and then write in the main
script’s procedure:

PascalScript:

var
Band: TfrxReportTitle;
Memo: TFfrxMemoView;
begin
Band := TfrxReportTitle.Create(Pagel);
Band.Height := 20;
Memo := TfrxMemoView.Create(Band);
Memo.SetBounds(10, 0, 100, 20);
Memo.Text := "This memo is created in code-";
end.

C++ Script:

TfrxReportTitle Band;

TFrxMemoView Memo;

{
Band = TfrxReportTitle.Create(Pagel);
Band.Height = 20;
Memo = TfrxMemoView.Create(Band);
Memo.SetBounds(10, 0, 100, 20);
Memo.Text = "This memo is created in code";

Preview the report:

This memo is created in code

Note, that we never destroy the created FastReport objects in these examples. It is
not required, since FastReport objects are automatically destroyed after the report is
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completed.
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In addition to usual report design pages, you can use dialogue forms in a report.
For dialogue form creation, the same designer as for report pages is used. The 1 button in
the designer toolbar is used for creating a new dialogue form; it adds a new dialogue
design page to a report. When switching to the page with the dialogue form, the designer
workspace changes, thus becoming a form where control objects can be placed:

I:I FastReport - 41.fr3

File Edit Feport Wiew Help

DFRER e slsmy|o (M nrs -
= T Tshoma - 8 "BIH|TE££§|:;§§§|
ly | Code DislogPagel |paget |
:ﬂ | | 100 . 200 1 300
A @ Fiepart
=11 DialogPageT
abl | | = ButtonT
e Laben -
‘@  ButtonZ —
EQE_I] Fagel
“ew Memal 2
x =
® =
== IButtDnl:TFpruttDnCI:untrDI LI i
Propetties |Event5 I
% Cancel False LI 8
l_ Capktion oK
J Default [ False
- Descripkion -
[J Enabled True
FHFant {TFant)
EDE
“|| Height 25 =
45 Left &8
‘| modalResult  meck
Mame Buttonl -

6.1 Controls

Element Name Description
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A TfrxLabelControl This control is wused for displaying
explicative inscription on the dialogue
form.

ab] TfrxEditControl This control is used for entering a text line
with the help of the keyboard.

TfrxMemoControl This control is used for entering several
text lines with the help of the keyboard.

TfrxButtonControl The control represents a button.

7y TfrxCheckBoxControl | The control represents a flag, which can
perform two statuses: enabled and
disabled. Near the flag, the explicative
inscription is displayed.

® TfrxRadioButtonControl |The control represents a switch key
counterpart with radio button. This is the
reason why it cannot be used alone.

= TfrxListBoxControl The control represents the list of lines with
a possibility to select one of them.

= TfrxComboBoxControl | The control represents the drop-out list of
lines with a possibility to select one of
them.

== TfrxDateEditControl The control represents a field with a
drop-out calendar for date entering.

0 TfrxGroupBoxControl | The control represents a bar with

explicative inscription which is used for
uniting several controls.

I

TfrxPanelControl

The control represents a bar, which is
designed for uniting several controls.

i

TfrxBitBtnControl

The control represents a button with
picture.

[

TfrxSpeedButtonControl

The control represents a button with
picture.

e TfrxMaskEditControl The control represents a text box for
entering information set in a template.

= TfrxCheckListBoxControl | The control represents a list of lines with
flags.

= TfrxBevelControl The control is used for the dialogue form

design.

© 1998-2006 FastReports Inc.



142

FastReport 3.0 User's Manual

6.2

]

TfrxImageControl

The control represents a picture in “BMP,”
“ICO,” “WMF,” or “EMF” format.

“Hello, World!” report

In this example, we will create a report displaying a greeting window before
outputting the report by using a dialogue form. Create new report and add a dialogue form
into the report. Put the “TfrxLabelControl” and “TfrxButtonControl” objects on the form:

Set objects’ properties:

TfrxLabelControl:
Caption = "Hello, World!"

TfrxButtonControl:

Caption ='OK"
Default = True

ModalResult = mrOk

Set the “BorderStyle = bsDialog” property in the form.

As soon as design of the dialogue form is finished, return to the report design page
and place a “Text” object with some text in it there. Preview the report and you will see
the dialogue form:

Hella, Warld!

................................

3
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6.3

6.4

When clicking on the “OK” button, a report will be constructed and displayed. If
closing a form via the “X” button, the report will not be constructed. This is the
mechanism of FastReport working: if there are dialogue forms in a report, it is constructed
only when each form is closed with the “OK” button, i.e. it returns ModalResult = mrOKk.
That is why the “ModalResult” property of the button is set equal to “mrOk.”

Entering parameters and transferring them into a report

Let us make this example more complicated in order to show how to transfer the
values entered in the dialogue form into a report. To perform this, modify the dialogue
form in the following way:

Place a “Text” object containing the following text on a page:

You entered:
[Editl.Text]

Preview the report and make sure that the parameter you entered is successfully
displayed in the report. You can address other objects of the dialogue form In the same
way. Since each object has a name, which is unique within the whole report, it can be used
anywhere within the report.

Interaction of controls

By using script, you can easily create logic for the dialogue form’s work, for
example, its controls’ interaction. Let us illustrate this by a simple example. Modify the
form in the following way:
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6.5

[ Disable 2K butkon

Double click on the “CheckBox” object, so that the “OnClick” event handle would
be created, and then write the following script:

PascalScript:
procedure CheckBox1OnClick(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin

Buttonl.Enabled := not CheckBox1.Checked;
end;

C++ Script:

void CheckBox10OnClick(TfrxComponent Sender)

Buttonl.Enabled = !CheckBox1.Checked;
¥

When running the report, you would see that the button responds to the flag
condition’s modification.

Several dialogue forms

Let us examine how report with two dialogue forms works. Create a report with
two dialogues and one design page:

Mame: © JEditt Text]
Childl name: | [Edit2. Text]

Child2 name: | [Edit3.Text]
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Cancel

Set ModalResult properties of OK and Cancel buttons (mrOk and mrCancel
accordingly). Now run the report. First of all we will be offered to answer questions from
the first dialogue (name, are there any children), then, on clicking OK — from the second
one (children’s names). After clicking OK in the second dialogue the report will be built.
In such a way works FastReport kernel — involving several dialogue boxes they appear in
the order of their creation, moreover, every further dialogue will be displayed after
clicking OK in the previous one (with ModalResult property = mrOK). If any dialogue
were denied (via Cancel or cross on window heading), report building would stop.

6.6 Dialogue forms managing

In the previous example both dialogue forms are displayed irrespective of the fact
whether we ticked "Have children” or not. Let us show how to hide the second dialogue in
case when this flag is disabled. To perform this create OnClick handler of OK button on
the first dialogue form (double-click on the button to create handler):

PascalScript:

procedure ButtonlOnClick(Sender: TfrxComponent);
begin

DialogPage2.Visible := CheckBoxl.Checked;
end;

C++Script:
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void ButtonlOnClick(TfrxComponent Sender)

DialogPage2.Visible = CheckBox1.Checked;

This code hides the second dialogue form (DialogPage2), if flag is not marked.

Preview the report, to see that everything works correctly.

Another way of form managing is to use the OnRunDialogs report event. In order
to create this event handler select Report object in report tree or object inspector and
switch to “Events” tab in the inspector. Double-click on OnRunDialogs event to create

necessary handler:

Code |F'a|;|el I DialogPagel I [
1.2

frxReportl: TFrxReport

Properties Ewents |

CnRunDialog g
onskartRepo
onSkopRepal

Write the following code in handler:

PascalScript:

procedure frxReportlOnRunDialogs(var Result: Boolean);

begin
Result := DialogPagel.ShowModal = mroOk;
if Result then
begin

iT CheckBox1l.Checked then
Result := DialogPage2.ShowModal =
end;
end;

mrok;

C++Script:

void frxReportlOnRunDialogs(bool &Result);

Result = DialogPagel.ShowModal mrok;

ifT (Result)
iT (CheckBoxl.Checked)
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Result = DialogPage2.ShowModal == mrOk;

How the handler works we show the first dialogue. If it was closed via OK, look at
CheckBox1 flag status and show the second dialogue, if it is necessary. If handler returns
Result = True, report is building; if Result = False, report stops.
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FastReport contains several wizards that simplify the report creation process.
Wizards can be found in the "File|New..." menu item.

New ltem §|

Ikems l

ﬁ;oﬁtandard Repark wWizard
}:Ej Standard Repork
ﬁ;oDn:-t-Matrix Fepart \Wizard
}Fj Dot-Matrix Repart

aﬁ;@ Mews Connection 'Wizard

o
New Table Wizard

o
r'-.Iew Query Wizard

(04 Zancel

7.1  New report wizard

There are four wizards intended to create new report:

- Standard report wizard

- Dot-matrix report wizard
- Standard report

- Dot-matrix report

Wizards of type "Standard report™ and "Dot-matrix report” will create the empty
standard or dot-matrix report (you can read more about dot-matrix reports in the next
chapter). The report will contain one empty page.

Wizards of type "Standard report wizard" and "Dot-matrix report wizard" allow
you to choose fields you want to show in the report, create optional groups and select the
data layout. Let's look at report creation process using "Standard report wizard".

Choose the "File|New..." menu item, then choose "Standard report wizard" item.
We will see the report wizard dialog:
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Report Wizard

X

f.lFieIds Garoups | Lavout || Skyle

Step 1. Select the dataset,

Select database connection:
FR. Demno Base w |

Select a kable;

binlife

counkry

crosskest
currency_guaking
cuskomer =
custamer_guery

employves

iterns

MIvshccessObjects
MIvsaccess el b

|>

or Creake a query...

Mexk == ] ’ Finish

As you can see, there are several tabs in this window. On the first tab we need to
choose the data source for our report. To do this, select the database connection first (if

you need to configure the connection or create a new one, press the button). Let's
choose the customer table and press the "Next >>" button.

On the next tab we need to choose the fields we want to display in our report:
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Report Wizard

Data | Fields |Gr|:|up5 Layout | Style

3

Step 2, Select the Fields to display.
fevailable fields: Selected fields: E]E]

Company

Contack
Addrz Phone
City [ Add = ] Fax
Skate
Zip [ Add all == ]
Counkry
TaxzRate
LastInvoiceDate [ = Remove ]

[ << Remove all ]
’ « < Back ] ’ Mexk == ] ’ Finish

In the left side we can see a list of available fields; in the right side - list of selected
fields, it will be displayed in the report. Use "Add", "Add all", "Remove", "Remove all"

151

buttons to move necessary fields from one list to another. You can also use ®® puttons

to move the selected field up or down. Let's add "Company", "Contact", "Phone", "FAX"

fields to the selected fields list and press the "Next >>" button.

On the next tab we can create one or several groups. In this case FastReport will
add the Group header, Group footer bands in our report.
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X

Report Wizard

Data || Fields | Groups |La':.ﬂ:|ut Skyle

Step 3. Create groups (optional).

fevailable fields: Graups: E]E]

ompars
Conkack
Phione [

Fas Add = ]

[ < Remove ]

’ << Back ” Mext == ] ’ Finish

This step is optional. We will skip it by pressing the "Next >>" button.

On the next tab we can set the page orientation and choose between two data
layouts - tabular and columnar:

]

Report Wizard

Cata | Fields | Groups | Layout | Skyle
Step 4, Define the page orientation and data layvout,
Orientation
l@}F‘u:urtrait
) Landscape REPO rt
Company Address
e Action Club PO Box 5
© Tabular Action Diver Supply Blue Spar
© Columnar Adventure Undersea PO Box7
American SCLBA 1739 Atlal
Aguatic Drama 921 Everg
Blue Glass Happiness  B345 W I
Fit Fields to page width
’ << Back, ] ’ Mexk == ] ’ Finish ]

When choosing the layout we can can see the report sample at right side of the
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window. It will show the sample for corresponding report layout.
Finally, the last tab displays the available color schemes for your report.

Report Wizard [5_(|

Data || Fields | Groups La':.r'u:uut| Style |

Step 5. Choose the report style,

Staru:l ]

Soft gray Custom
Carporate

Company Address

Action Club

Action Club PO Box 5451-F
Action Diver Supply  Blue Spar Box #
Adventure Undersea PO Box 744

Count: 3

When we press the "Finish™ button the wizard creates the following report:

ReportTitle: ReportTitel
Report

PageHeader: PageHeader1

Company TContact "Phone "FAX ]

[customer. "Campany”] [customer."Contact”] [customer."Phone” [customer. "FAX"]

PageFooter: PageFooter 1

We can run the preview window immediately:
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7.2

Company Contact Phoene FAX

Kauai Dive Shoppe Erica Marman g08-555-0269 8058-555-0278
Unisca Gearge YWeathers 809-555-3915 g09-555-49585
Sight Diver Fhyllis Spooner 357-B-876708 357-B-870943
Cayman Divers Warld Unlimited Joe Bailey 011-5-697044 011-5-697064
Tom Sawyer Diving Centre Chris Thamas 504-793-3022 504-795-7772

New connection wizard

This wizard allows you to add a new database connection into existing report. It
may be necessary to have two or more connections if you want to display a data from two
or more databases. The wizard will add the database component (like TfrxADODatabase)
to your report.

Connection Wizard

Conneckion
Choose the connection bype:

a00 Database w

Choose the database:

%) Prompt login
) Use login/password:

Loagin

Passward

[ 8] 4 H Cancel ]

You need to construct the connection string (use the D button) - you will see the
standard Windows connection window where you can choose the database and set the
connection parameters. After this you may specify the user name/password.

NB: you can create a new connection manually - just put the TfrxADODatabase
component into your report:
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iggl ADO Database

ADO Table
E‘ A0 Query

0L

7.3 New table wizard

This wizard allows you to add a new database table into existing report.
Attention: you need to choose the database connection first (in the ""Report|Data...”

menu item)!

Connection Wizard

Table |

Zhoose the connection type:

|ADO Table v|

—hoose the kable name:

| customer

[ Filker records:

o [ conee

You need to select the table name. Also you can specify the filter if you want to
filter a table records, for example:

(CustNo > 2000) and (CustNo < 3000)

NB: you can create a new table manually - just put the TfrxADOTable component
into your report:
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®,

&)
A,

A00 Database

|§ A00 Table
E?] apo query

QL

7.4  New query wizard

This wizard allows you to add a new SQL query into existing report. Attention:
you need to choose the database connection first (in the ""Report|Data..."" menu item)!

Connection Wizard [$__<|

Query |

Choose the connection bype:

|.ﬂ.DO Query W |

SOL skatement: IS

select ¥ from customer

X

| .8

[ 8] 4 l ’ Cancel

You need to specify the SQL here. You can use visual query builder to do this -

push the ** button. The query builder is described later in this chapter.

NB: you can create a new query manually - just put the TfrxADOQuery
component into your report:

&

AN,

4

DD Database
ADO Table

|§ A0 |:_|| LIEFy
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7.5 Query construction

For Visual query construction FastQueryBuilder is used. (It is available as an
independent product for use in your applications). It is included in FastReport Professional
and Enterprise versions. The query constructor is used for visual query building in SQL
language. Constructor is shown in the illustration below:

E! Fast Query Builder Designer

EE Y vX @

Model |sqL | Result | i test.DB
[ testpic.db
[ crosstest. DB
FRtestl.db
5 customerdb - IIES 2 animals. db
* -~ A biolife.db
Custho (F'(Dat) \ 2 clients b
¥ Company (Skring .
Addr1 (String) iy country.db
Addrz (String) ~ [ custaly.db
City (Striry OrderNo( (rloa)t) R customer. db
v Custho (Float
Zip (String) | SaleDate (DateTime) Eemploye;t;db
Country (Skring) ShipDate {Date Time, EEVEﬁtS-
Phone (String) v [ holdings. dbf
Fa (Skring) ShipTaContack {String R industry. dbf .
TaxRake (Fioat) ShipToAddr 1 (String) mRitems.db
Contack (String) - ShipToaddrZ (String) [ master.dbf
ShipToCity (String) '
ShipToState (String) . Ffnextcust.db
ShipToZip (String) R nextitemn.db
ShipToCountry {String M nextord. db
i35 orders.db
FRparts.db
[FRreservat.db
R vendors.db
R venues.db
Collumn isible wihere Sork Function Group R testcross.db
SaleDate
EmpMio .
Company Ascending
State
1 - toolbar

2 — designer work area

3 —the list of available tables

4 — selected table fields parameters area

Toolbar:

=. open SQL file

= . save query into the file (query plan is also saved into the file)
\“ - designer working area clearing

v. Ok button. Exiting designer with saving.

X. Cancel button. Exiting designer without saving.

© 1998-2006 FastReports Inc.



158

FastReport 3.0 User's Manual

Constructor working area and the list of available tables support Drag&Drop
technology, i.e. for placing table into working area drag it there with the mouse, or
double-click on table title in the available list of tables.

To include any field from the table in the query mark it:

#5 customerdb - o !
.S

+

CuskMao (Floak)

| Company {Skring)
Addr1 (String)
Addrz (3tring)
Cikyw (Skrin

W
Zip {String)
Counkry (String)
Phone {Skring)
Fax (Skring)
TaxRate (Float)
Zontack {String) hal

Marked fields appear in the fields parameter table area (4):

Colurmn | Visibility | Where | Saort | Function | Group
Custio

Company Ascending

SaleDate
Addri
Addr2
City
State L~ | = | =l
Visible
Invisible

- Visibility — defines whether field is included in output
- Where — field selecting condition. For example, "> 5'

- Sort — defines sorting according to field.

- Function — defines function applicable to field

- Group — grouping according to field.

By “dragging” fields between tables in the work area (2), “Join lines” will appear.
On joining connecting field’s type compatibility is verified. It is impossible to create joins
between incompatible fields. For link parameter settings, place the cursor on the “join
line”, right click and select Options item. The join parameters window appears, where
you can set the required values: See the illustration below.
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X

Link Options
Table 1 custorner.db
Colurmn 1 CuskMo

Table 2 arders.db
Colurmn 2 Cuskho

Join Cperakar Join Type

= f* Inner

=

o " Left Cuker

O oa= " Right Outer V’ ok
i =

e " Full Duter x Cancel

7.5.1 Query constructor usage

Build a simple report using the query constructor.

Click “New report” 00 on designer toolbar. A report page with “Report heading”,
“First level data”, “Page footer” bands is created.

Put ADO Query component on page. It will be displayed at the bottom of window.
Double-click on component and you will see query editor window.

[ saL
. W S

Click ** button in sgl editor and you will see the query constructor window.
Select Customer table in the table list (3) and drag it to work area (or can double-click on
it). Mark CustNo, Company and Phone fields:
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[ Fast Query Builder Designer.

=3

Model |sqL | Result | [ test
Ff kestpic
R crosstest
i customer - ER i kest1
* A~ Ff animals
| Custhlo (F::Dat:I } 3 F biolife
v Company | 3kring lient
Addrl {Skring) Eif clien ts
Addrz (String) Fi country
City (String) i custaly
State (String) §ifg customer
Zip {5kring) enmploves
Counkry (Skrin E] P
= FRevents
Fax (Skring) 3 i holdings
TaxRate (Floath i industry
Caontack {Skring) il FRitems
F rnasker
P ek cust
P nexctitem
i nextord
Collumn Wisible Where Sork Function | Group Fforders
Custho ﬁparts
Company i reservat
Phone F vendars
i venues
i testorass

That is all that necessary for query building. You can see query code on SQL page

tab, and on Result page tab you can see data which the query has returned. Click v/ to
close constructor. At that we return to query editor window where the generated query
code is now displayed:

S=1Ey

. WS

SELECT c.Custlo,
ROM
customer o

o.Company, o.Phone

| .8

X

Attention! If you modify query code, you will lose plan (tables placing in query
constructor and their joins). Do not modify query code manually, you can always enter
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query constructor and correct the plan visually.

By clicking OK in editor we return to the report designer. All that is left to do is to
connect “First level data” band to data source and place fields on the band.

7.5.2 Complicated query building

In previous example we built reports on the basis of one table. Let us now examine
query building including data from two tables.

Earlier we examined report working with groups. Let us build query for this report
via query constructor. We need to make up a query in SQL language which will return
data from both tables, and the data will be grouped according to a definite condition. In
our case the condition will be CustNo fields in both tables. SQL-query may look like this:

select * from customer, orders
where orders.CustNo = customer.CustNo
order by customer.CustNo

As in the previous example, create new report and put ADO Query component on
page. It query editor click button for query construction.

Drag two tables to work area — Customers and Orders. Both tables have CustNo
field which we will use to join them. By dragging the CustNo field from one table to the
other we create a join between the two tables:
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E! Fast Query Builder, Designer g@@
Model |sqL | Result | [Etest
P estpic
FFf crosstest
= orders -0 ﬁtestl
* Al fFf animals
Custio (Float) F Orderhlo (Float F hilife
Company (String) [ — W %clients
Addr1 {String) SaleDate (DateTime) N
Addr2 {String) ShipDate (DateTime) [ country
Ciky (String) Empho (Integer) i custoly
State (String) ShipToCantack {Skring P customer
Zip (String) ShipToaddrl {String) — FRemployes
Country {3tring) ShipToAddrz (Skring) R events
Phone (Skring) ShipToCity {String) )
FAX (String) L ShipTostate (String) Efholdings
TaxRate (Float) ShipToZip {String) FRindustry
Conkack (Skring) v ShipToCountry (String R items
R master
i nesckcust
R nectitemm
R nextard
Collurnn Wisible Where Sork Function | Group i Orders
R parts
FRreservat
i wendors
[ venues
A testoross

Now it is necessary to mark the fields which are to be included and group it
according to CustNo field. To perform this tick off "*" fields in both tables, and also
CustNo field in Customer table. In the field parameters area selected fields appear. After
that we need to select sorting for CustNo field:

Collumnn | Yisible | Where | Sork | Funckion | Group |
*
*

Custio | ;"

That is all. Query is ready. Its code looks like the following:
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SELECT c.*, o.%, c.Custlo
ROM

CUustomer o

IHHER JO0IH order=s o OH
ORDER BY c.CustMo

| ~

[o.Cuztlo=o0.Custlo)

|~
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Earlier we examined reports intended for printing with ordinary printers (stylus,
laser,etc.). If sent to a dot-matrix printer their printing will be very slow. FastReport
allows us to create special reports for dot-matrix printer where only standard font symbols
without graphic elements are printed. That is why printing is rather fast.

Let us examine report building of “List” type which is intended for dot-matrix
printing. Earlier we created such kind of report, see “”List of clients” report”. We need the
same data for report.

Enter report designer and select “File|New...” menu item. The report wizard
dialogue appears with a report wizard list. Select the "dot-matrix report” item:

Mew Item &l

Items ]

.
B\New Connection YWizard
v
New Tahle wWizard
v
New Query Wizard
-
f—ﬁ Standard Report Wizard
;!Ej Standard Report

+
f—ﬁDot-Matrix Repart \Wizard

&5 Dot-Matrix Repart

On clicking OK you see empty design page layout marked for dot-matrix font:

214161 EI1D|12|14|1Ei|1E=|2EI|22|24|26|28|3D|32|34|36|
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The list of objects available for inserting has changed — now they are the “Band”,
“Text”, “Line”, “ESC-Command”, “Enclosed report” and “Cross-tab” objects. Other
objects cannot be used in dot-matrix printer.

L
i

& E R

Place Report title, Page header and Master data bands on report page:

ReportTitle: ReportTitler

PageHeader: PageHeaderl

—

Place “Text” objects on bands in the following way:

ReportTitle: ReportTitlel

. Customer list

PageHeader: PageHeader1
Company . ,pddress ~ , Fhone

JCustomers. "Company "]  [Customers. "Addrl"] , [Customers. "B

Dot-matrix objects placing principle is the same as in ordinary report. Difference is
in the fact that objects are strictly bound to netting, and it is impossible to set another font
size or color for them. But some font attributes can be modified. To perform this select
“Text” object and click “Tt” on toolbar:
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T ALY
v Bold
Italic
IInderline
SuperScripk
SubScripk
Zondensed
Wide
12 cpi
15 cpi

As you can see, here you can set font attributes which are specific for dot-matrix
printing. Report page and all dot-matrix objects with the exception of bands have these
attributes.

Attention! In designer and preview only “Bold”, “Italics”, “Underline” attributes are
displayed. The whole set of attributes is only printed.

Let us modify our report appearance with “Bold” style for headings:

ReportTitle: ReportTitlel

 Castomer list

PageHeader: PageHeader1
e
Company

. Lhddress

Phone

[Custemers. "Company "]

 [Customers. "Addrl”]

, [Cugteomers. "B

Report is ready, you can run preview mode:

Company

Action Club

Action Diwver Supply
Adventure Undersesa
American SCUBA Supply
Aquatic Drama

Blus Glass Happiness
Blus Jack Agqua Center
Blus Bports

Blue &Sports Club
Catamaran Dive Club
Cayman Divers World

Customer 1ist
Bddress

PO Box 5451-F

Blue Spar EBox #3

PO Box 744

1739 Atlantic Avenue
921 Everglades Way
6345 W. Bhore Lane
23-738 Paddington Lane
203 12th Ave. Box 74a
63365 Nez Perce Street
Eox 2A4 Pleasure FPoint
PO Box 541

Phone

813-870-023%9
22-44-500211
011-34-0%054
213-654-008%2
613-442-7654
213-555-1984
401-a09-7823
610-772-6704
612-8397-0342
213-223-0941
011-5-697044
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8.1

Cross-tab in dot-matrix

The number of objects for dot-matrix report is restricted only by those which can
be displayed in textual form. Among them there is “Cross-tab” object. Let us examine
simple cross-report creation which is similar to one built earlier in “Table with composite
headers” chapter.

For dot-matrix report creation perform the same steps like in the previous chapter
— call “Empty dot-matrix report” wizard. Put “DB cross-table” component on report page
and enter its editor:

Cross-tab Editor g|
Source data Cross-tab skructure
| 8 Cross j W Row header Year Subtotal [+ A-F
v Column header Manth Eaz
EL Days
BL Salary [+ Row grand total -
[ Calurin grand tatal o
Mame [ &-Z Salary [*] Sum
- B O X
Year
Grand Total
HMonth (Total

Hame

0

Grand Total

As can be seen, the editor shows structure of output table in dot-matrix mode.
Cross cells style can be set via using “Tt” button in the editor. In all other respects
working does not differ from the one earlier described. The previewed report will appear
in the following way on the screen:
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1999 2000 2001
2 10 11 12 |Total| 1 2 3 |Total| 1 2 3
Ann 1000 1100| 1200| 3300 (1300|1400 2700 1500 1e00
Ben 2100|2200 4300 2400 2400
Catherine 3000(3100 6100 3z200| 3200
Den 03999 3999 | 4000( 4100
Grand Total|1000 |5100 6400 1200 |13700 [5299% 3800 (3200 12299 (4000|5600 1600

8.2  Dot-matrix reports printing

The following print dialogue is used when you print a dot-matrix report

Print §|

Prinker
| 46 Samsung ML-1250{ML-250 |
Escape commands Copies
|Nu:une j murmber of copies 1 ill
Pages Opkions
v all [ Prink ko file
{" Current page ¥ Page breaks
(" Pages: | [v OEM codepage
Enter page numbers andfor page ranges, [ Pseudagraphic
separated by commas, For example, 1,3,5-12
Cancel

Printing dialogue resembles a standard one, but dot-matrix printer specifics are
added here. So, it is necessary to select system of printer commands before printing
(ESC-commands). The following commands are available:

Escape commands

|I"-J|:|ne j

Epson Generic
HP Generic
1EM Generic
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8.3

Also there is a set of flags setting options of dot-matrix printing:

- Print to file — defines whether it is necessary to send printing stream to file on hard disk.
If flag is enabled, a window with file name query appears;

- Page breaks — defines whether it is necessary to send “Page break” control command on
reaching page bottom. If the flag is disabled, it allows to print on roll stationery;

- OEM-codepage — defines whether it is necessary to perform symbol conversion;

- Pseudographic — defines how to draw vertical and horizontal lines. If flag is disabled,
lines are drawn with the help of -, |, + symbols.

“Command” object

As it was described earlier, you can determine the following attributes set for
dot-matrix report objects:

T ALY
v Bold
Tkalic |
Underline I
Superscripk
SubScripk
Condensed
Wide
12 cpi
15 cpi

This is a standard set which is understood by all models of dot-matrix printers.
Meanwhile, a specific printer model can support commands not present in standard set, for
example, printing with 20 character per inch resolution. To send such a command on

report printing use “ESC-Command” object #0]
The object is placed in required place of page (for example, in top left corner or

before objects group which is to be depicted with non-standard attributes). To set a
command edit Command property of object (in object inspector):

|
|DMF‘C|:|mmanu:|1: TFrxDMPCDmmEﬂ

Propetties l Events ]

Align bakone
Caomrmand #2740
Macerimkiam

In the property you can set a command in one of the three forms: decimal (for
example, #27#40) or hexadecimal (1B28).
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The built report can be displayed, printed or exported into one of the supported
formats. Everything that can be performed in preview window.

m Preview

S=Ednd BEEB we- Y 3=

&

H 4

1 bl

Close

Company Address Contact Phone Fax
Action Club PO Box 5451-F Michael Spurling 813-870-0239 813-870-0282
Action Diver Supply . Blue Spar Box #3 Marianne Miles 22-44-500211  22-44-500596

Adwventure Undersea
Arnerican SCLBA Supply
Aguatic Drama

Blue Glass Happiness
Blue Jack Agua Center
Blue Sports

Blue Sports Club
Catamaran Dive Club

Cayman Divers World Unlimited

Central Undereeater Supplies

Dawy Jones' Locker
Diver's Grotto

Divers of Blue-green
Divers of Cotu, Inc.

Divers of Wenice

PO Box 744

1739 Atlantic Avenue
921 Everglades Way
6345 V. Shore Lane
23-738 Paddington Lane
203 12th Awe. Box 746
63365 Mez Perce Street
Box 264 Pleasure Point
PC Box 541

PQ Box 737

246 South 16th Place
24801 Universal Lane
634 Complex Ave.
Marmoset Place 54
220 Elm Street

Gloria Gonzales
Lynn Cinciripini
Gillian Owen
Christine Taylor
Ernest Barratt
Theresa Kunec
Harry Bathbone
Micale Dupant
Joe Bailey
Waria Eventosh
Tanya Wagner
Peter Owen
Mancy Bean
Charles Lopez

Simone Green

011-34-09054
213-654-00592
B13-442-7654
213-555-1984
401-603-7623
B10-772-6704
B12-897-0342
213-223-0941
011-5697044
27-11-4432458
g03-508-0112
213-432-0083
205-555-71584
30-661-88364
§13-443-2356

011-34-09064
213-654-0095
613-442-7678
213-555-19895
401-609-9403
610-772-68598
612-897-0348
213-223-2324
011-5-697064
27-11-4433259
803-509-0553
213-432-4821
205-555-6059
30-661-05943
813-443-9842

Divers-for-Hire G0 P Box 91 Joe Hatter G7¥9-304576 BY9-0559345

Fanta iR Annatica F37 009 #0ATT A A Sisan WWnnn NA7-1-773434  N57-1-773471 v
< ?
Page 1 of 2

On the picture with figures the following is displayed:
1 —ready report;
2 —toolbar;
3 — status line;
4 — scroll bars.

The following buttons are on the toolbar:

Sednleoh DBEB w:- B Y%= | & GXE 144! Y Close
Icon Name Description

= Print report Prints report. Hotkey analogue — Ctrl+P.

= Open report Opens file with ready report (*.fp3).

= Save report Saves report to file (*.fp3).
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e Report export Exports report to one of the supported formats.

.. Export to PDF Exports report to Adobe Acrobat file (*.pdf).

& Send via e-mail Exports report to one of the supported formats and
sends it via e-mail as enclosure.

i Text search Text search in report. Hotkey analogue — Ctrl+F.

= Entire page.

E Scale Page edgewise.

Initial size (100%).

B Two pages side by side.

100% = Selects arbitrary scale.

Full screen Displays report at full screen. For returning to
normal conditions perform double-click on report.

¥ Page properties Calls dialogue with page properties.

= Report tree Shows or hides report tree.

4 Hand Hand tool. Move mouse with pressed right button
for report scrolling.

&) Magnifier Magnifier tool. Left button of mouse zooms in, the
right one — zooms out.

= New page Inserts empty page to report.

p=] Delete page Deletes current page from report.

15| Edit page Edits current page.

14 To beginning Transfer to the first report page.

4 Previous page Transfer to previous report page.

1 Page number Transfer to report page with pointed number. Enter
number and click Enter.

> Next page Transfer to next report page.

(4 To end Transfer to the last report page.

e Close window Close preview window.
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9.1 Control keys

Keys Description
Ctrl+S Save report to *.fp3 file.
Ctrl+P Print report.

Ctrl+F Text search.

F3 Continue search.

CTpenku Smooth document scrolling.
PageUp, Up/down scrolling.
PageDown

Ctrl+PageUp, | Next/previous page scrolling.
PageDown

Home Document beginning.

End Document end.

9.2 Mouse control

Action Description

Left button Click on selected object (in interactive report); report
scrolling in *hand” mode (move mouse with pressed button);
zoom in is performed in “magnifier” mode.

Right button Context menu; in “magnifier” mode zoom out is performed.

Double-click It full screen mode it performs returning to normal
conditions.

Mouse scroll Report list scrolling.

9.3 Report printing

To print a report click on & button (or Ctrl+P hotkey). The window appears — it is
printing dialogue.
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9.4

Print E|

Prinker
| 46 Samsung ML-1250{ML-250 »|  FProperties...
Type: Samsung ML-1250/ML-250 [ Prink to file
Where: [ Rewverse pages
Pages Copies
e Al Murnber of copies 1 ﬁ

" Current page
" Pages: v Collate
Enter page numbers and/or page ranges,

separated by commas, For example, 1,3,5-12

R |,|:|,|| — j ............ e Cancel

You can select a printer via which you want to print a report. Also you can specify
the following settings:

- Properties — set printer properties, for example, printing quality;

- Print to file — printing is not performed via printer, report is saved to file instead,

- Reverse pages — pages are printed in reverse order, beginning with the last one;

- All — print all report pages;

- Current page — print only current page;

- Pages — print pages with specified numbers;

- Copies — how many report copies are to be printed,;

- Collate — if there is a task to print several copies, at first one report copy is printed, then
— the next etc. If flag is disabled, several copies of the first page are printed, then — several
copies of the second one etc.;

- Print all pages — which pages are to be printed. Variants: All pages, Even pages, Odd
pages.

After clicking on OK report printing begins. If the “Print to file” flag is selected,
file name is called. And report is saved to this file (file with *.prn extension. It contains a
copy of information sent to printer).

Text search in report

FastReport allows to search a set text line in a text in preview window. To perform

that there is # button on toolbar (or its hotkey analogue - Ctrl+F). After that search
dialogue appears:
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x]

Find Text
Texk ba find;

Search options
[ Search from begin

[ Case sensitive

K, Cancel

Here you can set search line and options as well:
- Search from beginning — to search text from the beginning of document. Otherwise
search will be performed from current page;
- Distinguish letter case — to distinguish letter cases (lower-case and capital types) on
searching.

On clicking OK text search is performed and the first found element is highlighted:

Company Address

Actian Club PO Box 5451-F
Action Diver Supply Blue Spar Box #3
Adventure Undersea PO Box 744

To continue search click F3. The following element will be highlighted

9.5 Report Export

FastReport allows exporting a built (output) report to different formats for further
editing, archiving, sending via e-mail, etc... To export you must add the desired FR export
components to the Delphi form.

Export to 11 formats is supported. They are: PDF, Excel, XML, RTF, HTML, text,
CSV, BMP, Jpeg, Tiff, and Gif. There is the ability to send report via e-mail in any
above-listed formats with FastReport means.
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9.5.1

S=E=EHandéd BEEB woe-

PDF file...

HTML file..,

Excel kable (OLE). .,

Excel table (ML), .. Compa
BEMP image... .
IPEG image. .. Actian (
TIFF image... Action [
E-mail... Advente
Z5Y File. .. .
. Armerics
aif image...
Text file... Aguatic
Blue Gl:

Exports in FastReport use one of the following three methods:

- Layer-by-layer — object transferring to resulting file is performed alternately. Expert
accuracy is approximated to original;

- Table — on object transferring transitional matrix of object allocation is used. There is
high accuracy to original based on the assumption that rules of creating correct report
sample were followed (“Report Design References” chapter);

- Enveloping — all report objects enveloping is performed on page image. There is full
original accuracy. It is used on export to graphic formats.

Export to PDF Format

PDF (Portable Document Format): a platform-stand alone format of electronic
documents created by Adobe Systems. The free Acrobat Reader package is used for
viewing. This format is rather flexible — it allows inclusion of necessary fonts, vector and
bitmapped images; it allows transferring and storage of documents intended for viewing
and further printing.

Export method is a layered one.

On exporting to PDF format the dialogue box for output file parameter settings
appears.
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9.5.2

Export to PDE g]
Page range

&) al

) Current page

{:} Pages:

Enter page numbers andfor page ranges,
separated by commas, For example, 1,3,5-12
Export setkings

Compressed [ ]Print optimized
[ ]Embedded Fonts

[ ]Background

[ ]open after expart

I 8] 4 l [ Cancel

Export parameters:

- Compressed — output file compressing. It reduces file size but increases export time;

- Embedded fonts — all fonts used in report will be contained in the PDF output file for
correct file displaying on computers where these fonts may be absent. Output file size
increases considerably;

- Background — export of graphic image assigned to a page into PDF file. It considerably
increases output file size;

- Print optimized — output of graphic images in high resolution for further correct printing.
This option enabling is necessary only when the document contains graphics and its
printing is necessary. It considerably increases output file size;

- Outline — option is enabled when report outline is used. It enables export of the outline to
the PDF document;

- Open after export — resulting file is opened right after export via PDF files viewing
program which must be installed in OS by default (for example, Adobe Acrobat Reader).

Export peculiarities: RichText objects are exported as a graphic.

Export to RTF Format

RTF (Rich Text Format) was developed by Microsoft as a standard for text
documents interchange. Now RTF documents are supported by many modern text editors
and operating systems.

Export method is a table one.

On exporting to RTF format the dialogue box for output file parameter settings
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9.5.3

appears.

Export to RTF g|
Page range

&) al

O Current page

{:} Pages:

Enter page numbers andfor page ranges,
separated by commas, For example, 1,3,5-12

Export setkings

Pickures WYSTWYS
Page breaks

[ Jopen after expart

I 8] 4 ] ’ Cancel

Export parameters:

- Pictures — enables graphic images export to output file;

- Page breaks — enables page breaks in RTF file;

- WYSIWYG - full compliance to report appearance. Disabling the option allows
optimization, reducing the number of lines and columns in the output file;

- Open after export — output file will be opened right after export via RTF files viewing
program which must be installed in OS (for example, Microsoft WordPad).

Export peculiarities: RichText objects are fully integrated into RTF format. File
appearance and size depend on report sample accuracy (“Report Design References”
chapter);

Export to Excel

Excel — application for working with electronic worksheets. It is included into
Microsoft Office System.

Export method is a table/diagram one.

On exporting to Excel format the dialogue box for output file parameter settings
appears.
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Export to Excel @

Page range

&) al

) Current page

{:} Pages:

Enter page numbers andfor page ranges,
separated by commas, For example, 1,3,5-12

Export setkings

Styles Merge cells
Pictures WY STV G
[]as rext Background
Fast export Page breaks

[ ]open Excel after export

I oK l [ Cancel

Export parameters:

- Styles — transferring of text objects design styles into the table. Disabling increases
exporting speed but worsens document appearance;

- Pictures — includes graphic images export into output table;

- As text — all objects are transferred into table/diagram as text ones. This option may be
useful when transferring numeric fields with complicated formatting;

- Fast export — usage of optimized fast data transferring to Excel. This option disabling
slows down data transferring but increases export compatibility on any errors during data
transferring;

- Merge cells — cells integration in resulting table/diagram for achieving maximum
correspondence to the original. Disabling increases exporting but reduces document
appearance;

- WYSIWYG - full compliance to report appearance. On this option disabling the
optimization for reducing the number of lines and columns in resulting table is performed;
- Background — export of filling color assigned to report page;

- Page breaks — includes page breaks in Excel;

- Open Excel after export — resulting file will be opened right after exporting into Excel.

Export peculiarities: Excel program must be installed on your PC. RichText
objects are transferred as simple text, graphic images transference is supported.
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954

Export to XML Format

XML (Extensible Markup Language) is an expansible marking language. XML is
intended for structured data storage and also for information interchange between different
programs. FastReport uses XML format for data transferring into Excel table/diagram
editor ver. 2003 and later.

Export method is a table/diagram one.

On exporting to XML format the dialogue box for output file parameter settings
appears.

Export to Excel g]
Page range

) all

{:} Current page

) Pages:

Enter page numbers andfor page ranges,
separated by commas. For example, 1,3,5-12

Export settings

Styles WSTWYG
Page breaks Background

[ ] open Excel after export

o [ conce

Export parameters:

- Styles — transferring of text objects design styles. Disabling speeds up exporting but
worsens document appearance;

- WYSIWYG - full compliance to report appearance. Disabling allows reducing the
number of lines and columns in resulting table;

- Background — export of filling color assigned to report page;

- Page breaks — includes page breaks in resulting document;

- Open Excel after export — resulting file will be opened right after exporting into Excel.

Export peculiarities: Excel program must be installed on your PC. RichText
objects are transferred as a simple text; graphic images transference is not supported.
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9.5.5 Exportto CSV Format

CSV-file contains values formatted in the form of a table/diagram and adjusted in
such a way that every value in column is divided from value in the next column be means
of separator, and every new row begins with new line. This format may be imported into
different table/diagram editors.

Export method is a table/diagram one.

On exporting to CSV format the dialogue box for output file parameter settings
appears.

Export to CSV g]

Page range

) all

{:} Current page
) Pages:

Enter page numbers andfor page ranges,
separated by commas. For example, 1,3,5-12

Export properties

[ | ©EM codepage Separator H

[ ]open after export

I 8] 4 ] ’ Cancel

Export parameters:

- OEM codepage - resulting file OEM coding selecting;

- Separator — values separator in files;

- Open after export — resulting file will be opened right after exporting via CSV files
viewing program which must be installed in OS.

Export peculiarities: on transferring into this format report design is not saved.
Graphic images are not supported.

9.5.6 Exportinto HTML Format

HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) is regarded as standard language for
document marking in the Internet. HTML was created as a language for scientific and
technical documentation interchange suitable for usage by people who are not specialists
in nesting. It is used for creating relatively simple but nicely designed documents. Besides
document structure simplification hypertext support is included into HTML.
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Export method is a table/diagram one.

On exporting to HTML format the dialogue box for output file parameter settings
appears.

Export to HTML table X

Page range

&) al

O Current page

{:} Pages:

Enter page numbers andfor page ranges,
separated by commas, For example, 1,3,5-12

Export setkings

Skyles Fixed width
Pictures [ ]Multipage
[ ]allin one Falder [ ]Background
|:| Page navigator

[ Jopen after expart

I Ok l [ Cancel

Export parameters:

- Styles — transferring of text objects design styles. Disabling increases exporting but
worsens document appearance;

- Pictures — includes graphic images exporting possibility;

- All in one folder — all additional files are saved in the same folder with main file;

- Page navigator — special navigator for fast shift between pages is created;

- Fixed width — blocking of automatic table/diagram width modifying on changing
preview window size;

- Multipage — every page will be written to separate file;

- Background — export of graphic attributes assigned to report page;

- Open after export — resulting file will be opened right after exporting via HTML files
viewing program which is allocated in OS by default.

Export peculiarities: export may consist of several files. Each graphic image is
supported and saved in their own separate file, RichText objects are transferred as simple
text. Appearance and file volume depend greatly on report sample (“Report Design
References” chapter)
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9.5.7

9.5.8

Export to Text Format

Usual text file. It contains information from report. This information is optimized
to the limit and converted in accordance with the given format peculiarity.

Export method is a table/diagram one.

On exporting to text format the dialogue box for output file parameter settings
appears.

Export to Text g]
Page range
) all
{:} Current page
) Pages:

Enter page numbers andfor page ranges,
separated by commas. For example, 1,3,5-12

Export properties

Page breaks [ ]Empty lines
[] Frames [ ]2EM codepage

[ ]open after expart

o [ conce

Export parameters:

- Page breaks — export of page breaks to resulting file;

- Empty lines — export of empty lines;

- Frames — export of text objects frames;

- OEM codepage - resulting file OEM coding selecting;

- Open after export — resulting file will be opened right after exporting via default text
files viewing program which is installed in OS.

Export peculiarities: report design is not saved on transferring to this format,

graphic images are not supported, exported page width is figured automatically depending
on type of text objects on report page.

Export to Jpeg, BMP, Gif, Tiff Graphic Formats

FastReport allows exporting information to graphic formats.

JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group) — is a format based on shrinking algorithm
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which is based not on the same elements search but on difference between pixels. It is
characterized by high compression level at the expense of partial graphic information loss.

BMP (Windows Device Independent Bitmap) — is used for storage of bitmap images
assigned for usage in Windows. A standard file format for computers under Windows
control.

GIF (Graphics Interchange Format) — independent from hardware support the GIF format
was developed for bitmap images transferring through networks. It allows compression of
files containing many homogeneous fillings (logos, inscriptions, schemes) rather well.

TIFF, TIF (Target Image File Format) — hardwarily stand-alone format. Today it is one of
the most widespread and reliable in polygraphy and facsimile information transferring.

Export principle is enveloping.

On exporting to one of above-named graphic formats the dialogue box for image
parameters setting appears.

Export Settinps @

Page range

&) al

O Current page

{:} Pages:

Enter page numbers andfor page ranges,
separated by commas, For example, 1,3,5-12

Separate files

Image settings

|:| Monochrome |:| Crop pages
JPEG qualiky a0
Resalution (dpi) L
[ i l [ Cancel

Export parameters:

- Separate files — if option is enabled, every report page is exported to separate file. File
name is given according to the selected one with addition of underlining and page number;
- Monochrome — monochrome picture creating;

- Crop pages — after exporting blank area cropping will be performed along edges;

- JPEG quality — JPEG file compression ratio. Option is enabled only on exporting to
JPEG format;
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- Resolution — output graphic presentation resolution.

Export peculiarities: on exporting several pages to one file (on disabled Separate
files option) it is necessary to remember large resources capacity of export.

9.6 Sending a Report via E-mail

FastReport allows sending a ready report by e-mail in any format you need. You
do not need any additional programs to send mail.

On selecting export by e-mail the dialogue box for setup of message and exporting
format parameters appears. Before export forming and sending via e-mail, it is necessary
to set parameters of mail box owner. All these parameters are on the “Account” page tab:

Send by E-mail X

E-rnail | Account

il

From Marne Mike Smith

From Address mike@hotmail, com
Organizakion

Signature .

- Best regards,

Conneckion
Host srnkp. hotrnail, com Park 25

Lagin mike_smith Passward  |Fresskss

[¥|Remember properties;

o [ conce

- From Name — sender’s name;

- From Address — sender’s e-mail,

- Organization — sender’s organization;

- Signature — signature for mail. It may be automatically formed on clicking on “Build”
button on condition that the earlier examined fields are filled;

- Host — SMTP server port;

- Port — SMTP server port;
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- Login — access name for authorization on SMTP server, if its usage is necessary for mail
sending via specified SMTP server;

- Password — authorization password;

- Remember properties — remember all parameters for further usage.

After filling in the necessary parameters for mail sending, you must fill in message
parameters in "E-mail” page tab:

Send by E-mail E|
E-mail | Accourt
Message
Address support@fast-report, com
Subject PDF Expaort Feature request
Texk Hella, .....
Akkachment
Format PDF file "w
Advanced export settings
I ik ] ’ Cancel

- Address — e-mail address of receiver. Earlier used addresses can be selected in
drop-down menu;

- Subject — message subject. Earlier used topics can be selected in drop-down menu;

- Text — message text;

- Format — format of report attached to mail. One of the available export formats and also
own format of FastReport (FR3) ready report may be selected;

- Advanced export settings — on this option enabling after clicking on “OK” the dialogue
box for selected export format setting appears. Otherwise default export parameters will
be used.

Export via e-mail peculiarities: only plain authentication on SMTP servers is
supported. If authentication is not required, it is not necessary to fill “Login” and
“Password” fields in settings.
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9.7 Report Design References

It is significant that the quality of the export into any other format depends greatly
on competent design of initial report. FastReport allows a great number of ways to
manipulate objects during report output creation. This gives the advantage of fast
development of any reports and their further printing. Printed document will look just as
on display. And this is the primary intent of FastReport report generator usage. The
downside of such development freedom is the complexity of exporting the FastReport
document to different data formats, which have their own limits and requirements for
information presentation, and are sometimes rather complex. In this chapter, special
design requirements of reports intended for export to other data formats will be discussed.

Many formats use table data presentation. Formats such as HTML, XLS, XML,
RTF and CSV, do. Not allow cell crossing or arranging in layers when table marking, this
concerns HTML and RTF. In contrast to freedom of report development in FastReport
designer. Export filters, as a rule, take into account these requirements when objects are
transferred from FastReport report to necessary format. This is carried out by special
algorithms which takes object crossings into account and their optimal placing. At object
crossing points new columns and lines in the resulting output table appear. That is
necessary for saving of the FastReport transferable objects exact positioning and for
getting maximum resemblance between the result and original report. A large number of
Ccross objects in report design, leads to an increased number of columns and lines in the
resulting table. This leads to the need to edit the resulting file in its own editor for further
use.

Memo 1

Memo 2

Memo 1

Memo 2

For example, on report design a slight crossing of two objects placed one under
another on the same band. The number of records on report forming was 150. On export
to RTF format 450 lines will be created (150 lines for each object and 150 ones for
crossing). If we remove crossing there will be already 300 lines. In large reports and on
huge number of objects the difference will be really tremendous. That, of course, will
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affect output file size.

c13 - 2
A | B C | D
hderno 1
Mema 1 7
hemo 2
ermo 2
| 3 |
4
Objects in the report Export to Excel - result

Remember that during designing, if you want to export your reports in any table
format.

On creating tables in report keep an eye on neighboring cell’s borders to adjoin
each other. It is important that cells do not cross and arrange in layers. Export filter
algorithm will cut off cells but export result may be far from desirable (you will see not
exactly what you wanted to). Arrange objects in such a way that they are placed in line
vertically as well as horizontally. Guidelines can help to perform this.

Bal paleloy

1a) paleloy

%,
Rotated text

a} BT = o H / ::u‘iﬁj&}iﬁﬂiﬁ:

Using guidelines in the designer

i
7

oo

1

[l V3

[ )

To use guidelines in FastReport designer just click on the horizontal or vertical
ruler limiting report page from the left and the top. Then, holding the mouse button down,
drag the guideline to the required position on the page. You will be able to place objects
immediately along guidelines horizontally and vertically.

Text objects grid alignment can also be helpful in case of cells overlapping. Keep
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an eye on enabling grid alignment in designer options. In order to simplify alignment you
can extend grid pitch. Setting of grid pitch and alignment can be found in designer menu
“View” — “Options” — “Grid”.

Designer Options g|
arid
Type Size:
(&) Centimeters: 0,1 om Show grid
@ s 0l i #lign to Grid
O Pixels: 4 pt
Dialog Form: 4 pt

Faonts

Code window Courier Mew v Size |10

Memo editor Arial v Size |10

Use object's font settings

Colars

[ ‘Workspace

J |
[ Tool windows ] | |

LCD grid color

Cther

Show editar after insert
Show band captions
Show drop-down Fields list
[IFree bands placement

Gap between bands: 4 pt

’ Restore defaults ] I Ok H Cancel ]

For text framing it is better to use text object embedded properties instead of single
graphic objects — lines, rectangles, etc. try not to use background objects under transparent
text objects.

Keeping these simple rules in mind will help you to create a report which will look
perfect after export to any format using table (or table-based) marking for data
presentation.

Below there are some examples of correct and undesirable object arrangement on
report design creation.
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Memo 1 Memo 1
Memo 2 Memo 2
Bad Good

Obijects are displaced horizontally. It is necessary to use alignment according to
extension lines as far as possible for objects to have the same horizontal coordinate.

Memo 1 Memo 2
Bad
Memo 1 Memo 2
Good

Obijects are overlapping. In such a case on export to table/diagram format
additional useless lines and columns and also 3 additional cells in crossing zone are
created.

It is recommended to get acquainted with demo reports included with the
FastReport installation for mastering basic methods of optimum report development.
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